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Porn  Hearings  in 
Washington,  D.C. 
and  Chicago 


Lesbians  Join  Hiroshima 
‘  ‘ Shadow  Painting 9  9 
Protests 
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Toronto  ’85:  Queer  for  Days 

IGA  and  History 
Conferences 

T  t  was  faggotry  and  dykedom  on  an 
*  international  scale  as  some 
500  delegates  representing  38  gay  and 
lesbian  organizations  from  1 4  countries 
attended  the  Seventh  Annual 
Conference  of  the  International  Gay 
Association  (IGA).  Held  in  Toronto  in 
early  July,  the  week-long  meeting 
blended  politics  and  networking  as 
delegates  shared  common  problems, 
strategies,  and  solutions. 

The  meeting,  the  second  ever  held  in 
North  America,  was  the  result  of  a  six- 
month  effort  by  a  large  group  of 
volunteers  from  Canada’s  largest 
city.  Organizers  hoped  having 
the  conference  in  Canada  would 
attract  more  attention  to  IGA 
from  North  American  gay  and 
lesbian  organizations.  However, 
only  about  50  of  those  present... 
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Attorney  General's  roadshow  hears  from  FACT,  FAP,  ad  hoc  feminist  group 


Feminists  Differ  at  Chicago 


By  Pam  Dorries 
CHICAGO  —  Continuing  its 
inquiry  into  the  nature  of  por¬ 
nography,  Attorney  General 
Meese’s  Commission  on  Por¬ 
nography  moved  to  Chicago  to 
hold  hearings  on  July  24  and  25. 
The  commission,  set  up  as  an  ad¬ 
junct  to  the  1984  Child  Protection 
Act,  is  examining  what  the  Justice 
Department  calls  “one  of  the  na¬ 
tion’s  most  significant  domestic 
issues  of  the  decade.”  The 

News  Analysis 

11-member  commission,  all  white 
with  the  exception  of  Judge 
Edward  Garcia,  heard  40  witnesfes 
(also  all  white)  including  poJie€Xf- 
ficers,  constitutional  scholars, 
women  who  consider  themselves 
victims  of  pornography,  religious 


groups  and  feminists.  As  a 
member  of  a  Chicago  feminist 
group,  this  reporter  testified 
before  the  panel  on  July  24. 

The  first  hearing,  held  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  examined 
general  issues,  while  the  remaining 
five  will  be  topical.  The  focus  of 
the  Chicago  hearings  was  legal  en¬ 
forcement.  Discussion  centered  on 
current  obscenity  laws  and  prob¬ 
lems  with  enforcement,  as  well  as 
alternatives  to  traditional 
methods.  Commission  members 
seemed  interested  in  establishing  a 
link  between  the  availability  of 
pornography  and  criminal  activi¬ 
ty.  The  hearings  also  featured  a 
continuation  of  the  feminist 
debate  over  the  Indianapolis  “civil 
rights”  approach  to  pornography 

Nan  Hunter,  of  the  New  York 


Feminist  Anti-Censorship  Task 
Force  (FACT),  summarized  the 
main  points  of  the  FACT  brief 
submitted  in  the  appeal  of  the  In¬ 
dianapolis  ordinance,  and  argued 
that  remedies  other  than  regula¬ 
tion  are  needed  to  solve  the  pro¬ 
blematic  aspects  of  the  por¬ 
nography  industry.  Hunter  focus¬ 
ed  on  the  points  of  agreement  be¬ 
tween  feminist  groups  including 
FACT,  FAP,  WAP  and  the 
Chicago  feminist  Ad-Hoc  Por¬ 
nography  Study  Group.  These  in¬ 
cluded  opposition  to  traditional 
obscenity  law  which  contains  an 
“intrinsically  moralistic 
approach,”  and  opposition  to  the 
continued  criminalization  of  pro¬ 
stitution. 

In  response  to  questions  from 
commission  members,  Hunter 


Commemorating  Hiroshima 


Lesbian  ‘Shadow  Painters’ 
Join  in  Nuclear  Protests 


Boston  were  released  on  personal 
recognizance  or  after  paying  under 
$15  cash  bail;  later  groups,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Chiquitas,  were  either 
not  offered  bail  or  refused  to  pay 
it.  Chiquita  member  Vikki  Dow 


Lesbians  from  Chiquita  affinity  group  shadow-painting,  August  6,  Boston. 


raigned  until  mid-afternoon,  when 
they  entered  “not  guilty”  pleas 
and  were  released  on  personal 
recognizance  pending  a  pre-trial 
conference  on  August  20.  Most 
face  charges  of  disorderly  conduct 
and  destruction  of  public  proper¬ 
ty.  Two  women  face  an  additional 
destruction  charge  brought  by 
transit  police. 

The  painters  intend  to  contest 
the  disorderly  charge  on  grounds, 
that  they  acted  in  a  rational,  order¬ 
ly,  and  cooperative  manner. 
Regarding  the  destruction  charges, 
they  will  point  out  that  their  paint 
was  water-soluble  whitewash 
never  intended  for  permanence. 
They  are  also  considering  arguing 
First  Amendment  protection  of 
speech  by  bringing  artists  into  the 
courtroom  to  speak  on  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  public  and  political  art. 

As  the  arrested  painters  and 
their  supporters  waited  out  their 
“day  in  court,”  other  activists  dis¬ 
tributed  Hiroshima  information 


By  Loie  Hayes 

BOSTON  —  On  the  40th  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  atomic  nuclear 
bombing  of  Hiroshima,  Japan,  on 
August  6,  1945,  hundreds  of 
Bostonians  and  thousands  more 
across  the  country  participated  in 
educational  and  emotional  ac¬ 
tions.  Among  the  activists  in 
Boston,  an  affinity  group  of  five 
lesbians,  the  Chiquitas,  were  ar¬ 
rested  while  participating  in  “The 
International  Shadow  Project,”  a 
three-year-old  annual  event 
organized  by  Performing  Artists 
for  Nuclear  Disarmament. 

The  Shadow  Project  succeeded 
in  painting  hundreds  of  human 
shadows  on  city  streets  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  heat -shadows  which 
remained  after  people  within  300 
feet  of  Hiroshima’s  ground  zero 
were  vaporized  by  the  atomic 
blast.  The  Chiquitas  were  among 
roughly  200  artists  and  activists 
who  formed  teams  to  paint 
shadows  between  2  a.m.  and  5 
a.m.  on  the  morning  of  August  6. 

About  36  of  the  activists,  mostly 
those  painting  in  Boston’s  finan¬ 
cial  district  and  government 
center,  were  arrested.  Police  reac¬ 
tion  varied  in  other  local  jurisdic¬ 
tions.  In  neighboring  Brookline, 
police  were  told  to  accompany, 
but  not  inhibit,  the  painters.  Cam¬ 
bridge  police  and  some  Boston 
details  sporadically  threatened  ar¬ 
rest,  took  down  ID  information, 
or  confiscated  paint. 

-  The  first  teams  arrested  in 


Fetsutaro  Nakada,  representative  from  the  Japanese  peace  movement 
and  member  of  the  Hibakusha  Tour,  speaking  at  rally,  August  6, 
Boston. 


explained  her  refusal  later:  “I  told 
them  I  wouldn’t  pay  bail  because 
it’s  completely  unfair:  the  rich  go 
free  and  the  poor  sit  in  jail.” 

The  non-bailed  shadow- 
painters,  about  30  in  all,  half  and 
half  women  and  men,  were  not  ar- 


leaflets,  vigiled  silently  with 
placards  and  banners,  and 
marched  500-strong  through 
downtown  Boston  to  a  rally  at  City 
Hall  Plaza.  Rally  speakers  includ¬ 
ed,  among  others,  two  Hibakusha 
Continued  on  page  7 


Porn  Hearing 


argued  that  civil  rights  ordinances 
can  not  be  seen  as  a  symbolic  vehi¬ 
cle  for  changing  society.  They  are 
“the  wrong  symbol,”  she  argued, 
and  could  easily  become  a  way  to 
“target  sexually  explicit 
material.”  “We  oppose  giving  the 
state  yet  another  tool  with  which 
to  regulate  and  restrict  expression 
of  sexuality.” 

Catharine  MacKinnon,  defen¬ 
ding  the  civil  rights  approach, 
testified  that  pornography’s  real 
harm  has  never  been  identified: 
“the  violation  of  women  and 


children  that  is  essential  to  its  mak¬ 
ing  and  inevitable  through  its 
use.”  The  ordinance,  she  said, 
would  not  place  more  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  state,  but  in  the  hands 
of  those  injured.  Under  conditions 
of  sex  inequality,  she  argued,  the 
whole  concept  of  consent  must  be 
re-examined. 

Asked  to  comment  about  the 
split  in  the  feminist  community 
over  the  proposed  ordinances, 
MacKinnon  responded  that  the 
novelty  of  her  approach  has  not 
Continued  on  page  6 


Meese’s  Crew 
Looks  at  Porn 


By  Janice  Irvine 

WASHINGTON,  DC  — 
Claiming  to  reflect  “the  concern 
a  healthy  society  must  have  re¬ 
garding  the  ways  in  which  its 
people  publicly  entertain  them¬ 
selves,”  the  Attorney  General’s 
Commission  on  Pornography 
has  heard  testimony  at  two  of  a 
series  of  six  scheduled  public 

News  Analysis 

hearings.  (See  accompanying 
story  for  report  on  Chicago 
hearings,  July  24, 25.)  The  com¬ 
mission  was  formed  on  May  20, 
1985  and  is  mandated  to  study 
the  nature  and  effects  of  por¬ 
nography  and  to  recommend 
measures  to  control  its  produc¬ 
tion  and  distribution. 

Headed  by  Arlington  County 
Commonwealth’s  Attorney, 
Henry  E.  Hudson,  the  1 1 -mem¬ 
ber  commission  will  issue  a 
report  in  June,  1986  which  will 
then  supersede  recommen¬ 
dations  on  regulating  pornogra¬ 
phy  made  in  1970.  At  that  time, 
a  similar  commission  found  lit¬ 
tle  or  no  relationship  between 
pornography  and  “anti-social” 
behavior  and  it  recommended 
no  restrictions  on  pornography. 

In  appointing  the  commis¬ 
sioners,  Attorney  General 
Edwin  Meese  3d  claimed  that 
they  were  a  “balanced  group” 
who  would  take  care  not  to  in¬ 
fringe  on  First  Amendment 
freedoms.  Mr.  Hudson,  how¬ 
ever,  has  actively  crusaded 


against  pornography  in  Arl¬ 
ington  County  where  he  assisted 
in  closing  several  adult 
bookstores  and  massage 
parlors.  The  other  commis¬ 
sioners  “range  from  moderate 
to  conservative,”  according  to 
Lisa  Duggan,  a  member  of  the 
Feminist  Anti-Censorship 
Taskforce  (FACT)  in  New 
York. 

While  feminist  groups  have 
testified  at  the  hearings,  Dug¬ 
gan,  who  attended  the  first  hear¬ 
ings  on  June  19  and  20  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.,  told  GCN  that  the 
commissioners  are  mostly  hear¬ 
ing  extreme  anti-porn  views. 
“In  those  first  hearings,  it  was 
clear  that  they  had  a  highly 
selected  group  of  witnesses. 
Every  third  or  fourth  witness 
was  a  ‘victim’  of  pornography. 
Behind  a  screen,  witnesses 
would  talk  about  all  the  horrible 
things  that  had  happened  in 
their  lives  and  they  attributed  it 
to  porn,”  she  said.  Six  slide 
shows  were  presented,  all  of 
which  were  anti-porn.  One,  by 
Women  Against  Pornography 
(WAP)  included  mostly  pictures 
from  Playboy  and  Hustler, 
while  one  from  the  Federal 
Bureau  of  Investigation  in¬ 
cluded  photos  from  Show  Me,  a 
children’s  sex  education  book. 
Duggan  said  that  after  com¬ 
plaints  from  some  of  the  com¬ 
missioners,  the  subsequent  hear¬ 
ings  would  reportedly  not  be  so 
Continued  on  page  3 


Foster  Kids  Get 
Moved  Five  Times 

By  Christine  Guilfoy 

BOSTON  —  As  GCN  goes  to  press,  it  has  been  learned  from  a 
reliable  source  that  the  two  boys  who  were  removed  from  the  home  of 
their  gay  foster  parents,  Don  Babets  and  David  Jean,  were  moved  for  the 
fourth  time  on  August  2.  The  boys,  aged  two  and  three  and  a  half,  have 
now  been  placed  with  five  families  since  late  April. 

Babets  told  GCN  that  he  was  led  to  believe  that  DSS  has  turned  the 
children  over  to  a  private  agency  because  DSS  did  not  have  “enough 
mom  and  pop  homes  to  care  for  them.”  According  to  the  source,  of  the 
five  placements,  only  one  has  been  in  a  “traditional”  family  setting. 

A  spokesperson  for  DSS,  Margaret  Cruise,  was  unable  to  confirm 
or  deny  the  report  at  press  time.  She  did  say,  however,  that  she  was  “not 
aware”  of  the  move  and  believed  she  would  be  unable  to  give  out  such  in¬ 
formation  if  she  did  have  it  because  it  is  “case  specific.” 

The  boys  were  removed  from  the  Babets/Jean  home  when  a  Boston 
Globe  article  spotlighted  the  placement  and  alleged  that  neighbors  were 
upset  that  two  gay  men  were  foster  parents.  Amid  a  storm  of  publicity, 
DSS  Commissioner  Marie  Matava  at  first  defended  the  placement,  and 
then  later  removed  the  children,  saying  the  publicity  was  putting 
“pressure”  on  them. 
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did  you  see? 

PARIS  —  Actress  Bo  Derek  "is  taking  no 
chances,”  according  to  the  Boston  Globe,  which 
reported  that  she  will  require  future  co-starring  ac¬ 
tors  to  be  tested  for  AIDS  before  appearing  with  her. 


court  overturns  sexual  battery 
conviction 

CINCINNATI  —  On  July  26,  the  state  court  of  ap¬ 
peals  here  reversed  a  lower  court  conviction  of  a  gay 
man  for  sexual  battery  of  a  “mildly  retarded”  16-year- 
old  youth.  The  finding  could  have  bearing  on  the 
similar  case  of  Cincinnati  gay  activist  John  Zeh  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  12,  Nos.  40,  42). 

Jerry  Joseph  was  convicted  of  sexual  battery  of 
the  youth  last  September.  The  conviction  was  based 
in  part  on  the  argument  that  the  youth  was  incapable 
of  consent  given  his  lower-than-average  IQ.  The  First 
Ohio  Court  of  Appeals  found  on  July  26  that  the  lower 
court  had  erred  in  allowing  testimony  about  the 
youth’s  IQ  from  a  psychologist  who  had  not  personal¬ 
ly  tested  him.  On  this  basis,  the  conviction  was  over¬ 
turned. 

The  court  decision  may  be  relevant  to  Zeh’s  ap¬ 
peal  in  that  Zeh  was  convicted  of  sexual  battery  of  the 
same  youth,  and  because  his  conviction  was  also 
based  on  testimony  from  psychologists  who  had  not 
tested  the  youth’s  IQ  themselves. 

Joseph  had  been  released  on  probation  follow¬ 
ing  two  months  of  his  year-and-a-half  sentence.  Zeh, 
on  the  other  hand,  has  been  refused  probation.  His  at¬ 
torney,  Allen  Brown,  may  ask  the  court  to  reconsider 
its  refusal  given  the  decision  in  Joseph’s  case.  Zeh’s 
case  should  be  heard  by  the  court  of  appeals  in 
November. 

—  filed  from  Boston  by  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 


spain  approves  gay  rights 

MADRID,  Spain  —  Asociacion  Gai  de  Madrid 
(AGAMA)  reports  that  the  Spanish  Parliament  ap¬ 
proved  on  June  11  its  support  of  a  recommendation 
by  the  Parliamentary  Assembly  of  the  European 
Council  asking  member  states  to  prohibit  discrimina¬ 
tion  based  on  sexual  orientation. 

Spain  is  the  first  state  member  to  adopt  this 
recommendation  which  AGAMA  attributes  to  col¬ 
laboration  between  the  gay  groups  and  the  Socialist 
Party.  The  reform  of  the  Military  Penal  Code  is  also 
pending  here  and  further  reforms  are  under  con¬ 
sideration. 

The  next  targets  will  be:  an  Anti-Discrimination  Bill; 
the  reform  of  the  Criminal  Code,  including  removal  of 
“public  scandal”  as  a  crime  and  introduction  of 
freedom  of  sexual  choice  and  fixing  an  age  of  con¬ 
sent  (it  is  understood  to  be  18  years  but  it  is  not  in  the 
laws).  Activists  are  lobbying  to  get  15  years  on  the 
books  as  the  minimum  age  for  sexual  relations. 

At  the  present,  several  gay  groups  are  forming  a 
National  Alliance  to  coordinate  their  efforts. 


aac  denied  office  space 

BOSTON  —  The  AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC), 

one  of  the  largest  and  busiest  grassroots  organiza¬ 
tions  in  the  city,  is  cramped  into  a  small  basement  of¬ 
fice  where  desks  and  phones  sit  close  together. 
Because  of  the  increase  in  AIDS  cases  in  Massachu¬ 
setts  (as  of  August  1 ,  there  are  324  reported  cases,  up 
from  296  the  previous  month),  and  because  of  the 
resulting  increased  demands  on  the  committee,  a 
new  office  space  is  being  sought.  But  it  hasn’t  turned 
out  to  be  easy. 

Thus  far,  the  AAC  has  been  turned  down  for  two 
office  spaces,  apparently  because  of  the  fears  AIDS 
engenders.  “It’s  clear  it’s  about  AIDS,”  said  Larry 
Kessler,  the  coordinator  of  the  AAC.  He  called  the 
refusal  to  rent  the  spaces  to  AAC  “AIDS  phobia.” 

Kessler  said  that  one  of  the  potential  lessors 
asked  if  people  with  AIDS  would  be  riding  the  elevator 
and  if  the  organization’s  name  would  appear  in  the 
lobby.  However,  said  Kessler,  the  landlord  later 
claimed  he  only  objected  to  AAC  because  it  would 
create  too  much  traffic  in  the  lobby.  AAC  has  filed  a 
complaint  with  the  Human  Rights  Commission. 

In  Kessler’s  eyes,  the  search  for  office  space  is 
symptomatic  of  an  increase  in  discrimination  against 
people  with  AIDS.  He  said  there  have  been  several 
cases  recently  of  people  with  AIDS  being  fired  from 
their  jobs,  including  one  man  who  was  fired  from  his 
job  in  a  supermarket.  “They  didn’t  even  check  to  see  if 
there  is  any  risk,”  said  Kessler.  He  said  the  man  is 
considering  taking  legal  action. 

— filed  by  Christine  Guilfoy 
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u.s.  activists  released  by  contras 

MANAGUA,  Nicaragua  —  Nicaraguan  counter¬ 
revolutionaries  released  29  United  States  peace  ac¬ 
tivists,  including  feminist  activist  and  author  Judith 
McDaniel,  of  Albany,  New  York,  and  18  journalists  on 
August  8.  The  29  activists,  delegates  for  Witness  for 
Peace,  had  been  kidnapped  on  the  previous  day  by 
the  members  of  the  Democratic  Revolutionary 
Alliance  along  with  the  journalists  accompanying 
them. 

The  group  was  traveling  up  the  San  Juan  river  on 
August  7  when  their  boat  was  fired  upon  and  ordered 
ashore,  according  to  the  New  York  Times.  They  were 
then  taken  captive  and  removed,  presumably  to  the 
Costa  Rican  jungle  which  borders  the  river. 

The  abduction  follows  the  August  6  remarks  of 
Eden  Pastora  Gomez,  leader  of  the  Democratic 
Revolutionary  Alliance.  Pastora  threatened  to  attack 
the  group  at  that  time,  calling  them  “wolves  in 
sheep’s  clothing.”  Representatives  for  Witness  for 
Peace  then  called  on  the  United  States  government  to 
guarantee  the  delegates’  safety. 

Witness  for  Peace  is  an  interfaith  organization 
which  seeks  to  reduce  hostilities  in  Nicaragua 
through  a  continuing  presence  of  United  States 
church  activists. 

As  GCN  goes  to  press,  the  activists  and  jour¬ 
nalists  have  been  released  and  are  resuming  their 
journey  on  the  San  Juan.  The  details  of  their  release 
are  not  available  at  present.  The  Boston  Pledge  of 
Resistance  has  planned  a  vigil  in  support  of  the  ac¬ 
tivists  and  their  safe  release  for  August  8  at  the  JFK 
Federal  Building  from  8-10  p.m. 

— filed  from  Boston  by  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 


pat  parker  to  read  for  gen  benefit 


BOSTON  —  In  a  rare  Boston  area  appearance, 
Pat  Parker,  Black  lesbian  poet,  will  do  a  benefit 
reading  for  GCN  on  September  7  at  8  p.m.  at  Harvard 
University’s  Paine  Hall  in  Cambridge.  Parker  will  read 
from  Jonestown  and  Other  Madness  (Firebrand 
Books),  her  fifth  book  of  poetry  about  being  Black, 
female,  and  lesbian. 

The  reading  will  be  followed  by  a  reception  and 
book-s’ jning  party.  A  $5  donation  (more  if  you  can, 
less  if  you  can’t)  will  benefit  GCN. 

The  event  will  be  wheelchair-accessible  and 
interpreted  for  the  hearing-impaired. 

Advance  tickets  are  available  at  GCN,  downtown 
Boston;  New  Words,  Inman  Square,  Cambridge;  Red 
Book,  Jamaica  Plain;  and  Bodyworks  Gym,  Central 
Square,  Cambridge.  Tickets  are  also  available  at  the 
door.  For  more  information,  call  GCN  at  426-4469. 


expanded  rights  bill  introduced 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  U.S.  Senator  John  Kerry 
(D-MA)  has  introduced  a  more  comprehensive  gay/les¬ 
bian  rights  bill  which  would  prohibit  discrimination  in 
employment,  housing,  public  accommodations,  ac¬ 
cess  to  public  facilities,  and  federal  funding,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  Washington  Blade.  Previous  bills  intro¬ 
duced  by  Kerry’s  predecessor  in  the  Senate,  Paul 
Tsongas,  only  covered  employment.  The  new  bill  has 
four  co-sponsors:  Edward  Kennedy  (D-MA),  Alan 
Cranston  (D-CA),  Daniel  Inouye  (D-HI)  and  Daniel 
Patrick  Moynihan  (D-NY). 

The  House  version,  which  was  introduced  in 
January,  has  65  co-sponsors  and  includes  all  the 
categories  of  the  State  bill  except  the  ban  on 
discrimination  in  public  accommodation. 


anti-gay  white  supremacist  convicted 
in  arkansas 

FORT  SMITH,  AR  —  Thfr  leader  of  a  neo-Nazi 
group  was  convicted  in  Federal  District  Court  here  Ju¬ 
ly  17  on  charges  stemming  from  arson  attacks 
against  a  Jewish  center  and  a  lesbian/gay  church,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  New  York  Tithes. 

James  D.  Edison,  founder  and  leader  of  the  Cove¬ 
nant,  the  Sword  and  the  Arm  of  the  Lord,  was  found 
guilty  in  the  1983  burning  of  the  Jewish  Community 
Center  in  Bloomington,  Indiana,  and  the  burning  of 
the  Metropolitan  Community  Church  in  Springfield, 
Missouri,  also  in  1983. 


boycott  coors  beer  task  force 

BOSTON  —  A  Boycott  Coors  Task  Force  is  form¬ 
ing  in  New  England.  An  organizational  meeting  to 
which  all  are  welcome  has  been  called  for  Wednes¬ 
day,  August  14  at  7  p.m.  at  Local  26  of  the  Hotel  and 
Restaurant  Workers  Union,  58  Berkeley  St.,  Boston. 

Coors,  which  only  recently  began  sales  in  the 
Northeast,  has  been  boycotted  for  years  in  other 
states  by  Black,  Latino,  lesbian  and  gay,  and  labor 
groups  for  ,its  New  Right  leadership,  and  racist, 
homophobic  and  unusually  exploitative  labor  prac¬ 
tices.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  12,  No.  50) 

Organizers  for  this  first  meeting  include  Local 
26,  SEIU  local  285,  Mel  King  and  Elena  Rivas  of  the 
Rainbow  Coalition,  Jerry  Scoppetuolo  of  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Alliance  in  Northampton  (GALA),  James 
Brooks,  an  activist  for  rights  of  the  disabled,  and  the 
All  Peoples  Congress. 

For  more  information,  call  (617)  423-3335  or  write 
Boycott  Coors  Task  Force,  c/o  Hotel  and  Restaurant 
Workers  Union,  Local  26,  AFL-CIO,  58  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


black  scholar  on  black  women  and 
feminism 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  March/April  issue  of 
The  Black  Scholar,  Journal  of  Black  Studies  and 
Research,  is  devoted  to  “Black  Women  and 
Feminism.”  Contents  include:  “Battered  Black 
Women  a  Challenge  for  the  Black  Community”  by 
Beth  Richie,  “Has  Poverty  Been  Feminized  in  Black 
America?”  by  Linda  Burnham,  “Home  Truths  on  the 
Contemporary  Black  Feminist  Movement”  by  Barbara 
Smith,  “White  Power,  Black  Despair:  Vanessa 
Williams  in  Babylon”  by  Andree  Nicola-McLaughlin, 
“Current  Economic  Trends  and  B)ack  Feminist  Con¬ 
sciousness”  by  Julianne  Malveaux,  “Black  Women  in 
the  U.S.,  A  Bibliography  of  Recent  Works”  by 
Rosemary  Stevenson,  a  Black  Scholar  report  on  the 
U.N.  International  Women’s  Conference,  book 
reviews  and  a  women’s  book  roundup. 

The  Black  Scholar  is  published  six  times  a  year 
by  the  Black  World  Foundation,  a  non-profit  educa¬ 
tional  organization.  Subscriptions  are  $20  per  year, 
single  copies  for  four  dollars.  The  Institutional/library 
rate  is  $30  per  year.  All  correspondence  should  be  ad¬ 
dressed  to  P.O.  Box  7106,  San  Francisco,  CA  94120. 
Phone  is  (4f15)  541-0311/12. 


harvard  enacts  non-discrimination  policy 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  At  the  prodding  of  lesbian 
and  gay  student  activists,  Harvard  University  has 
enacted  a  non-discrimination  policy  which  will  pro¬ 
tect  lesbians  and  gay  men,  political  activists  and  the 
disabled.  According  to  the  Boston  Globe,  two  of  Har¬ 
vard’s  ten  colleges,  the  law  school  and  the  divinity 
school,  had  enacted  similar  policies  previously.  How¬ 
ever,  the  current  action  will  provide  for  a  consistent 
and  comprehensive  policy  university  wide. 

The  Globe  account  quotes  the  policy:  “Harvard 
University’s  policy  is  to  make  decisions  concerning 
applicants,  students,  faculty  and  staff  on  the  basis  of 
the  individual’s  qualifications  to  contribute  to  Har¬ 
vard’s  educational  objectives  and  institutional  needs. 

“The  principle  of  not  discriminating  against  in¬ 
dividuals  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  sex,  sexual  orien¬ 
tation,  religion,  age,  national  or  ethnic  origin,  political 
beliefs,  veteran  status,  or  disability  unrelated  to  job 
or  course  of  study  requirements  is  consistent  with  the 
purpose  of  a  university  and  the  law.” 

However,  there  is  no  specific  enforcement 
policy,  according  to  Daniel  Steiner,  university  vice 
president  and  general  counsel. 

The  new  policy  follows  on  the  heels  of  a  resolu¬ 
tion  passed  by  the  Faculty  of  Arts  and  Sciences  last 
February  in  which  the  faculty  disassociated  itself 
from  the  military’s  policy  of  discriminating  against 
gay  men  and  lesbians. 


—  filed  by  Christine  Guilfoy 


No  direct  mention  of  gay  people ,  other  groups 

BU  Contract  Protects  Lesbian,  Gay  Workers 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 
BOSTON  —  Boston  University 
(BU)  clerical  workers  have  won  a 
new  contract  which  provides  pro¬ 
tections  to  lesbian  and  gay 
workers.  In  addition,  the  contract 
provides  a  strong  financial 
package  as  well  as  security  for  the 
union  at  BU,  all  considered  steps 
forward  by  union  organizers. 

“We’re  ecstatic,”  said  Beth 
Morrison,  chairperson  of  the  BU 
Local,  District  65  United  Auto 
Workers.  Harneen  Chernow  of  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Caucus  of  the 

DSS  issues  regs 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

BOSTON  —  The  new  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Social  Services  (DSS) 
regulations,  which  include  those 
regulations  designed  to  vir¬ 
tually  prohibit  lesbian  and  gay 
foster  parenting,  have  been  re¬ 
leased.  A  public  hearing,  which 
covers  all  aspects  of  DSS  foster 
care,  will  be  held  in  Worcester  on 
August  22.  The  hearing  starts  at 
3:00  p.m.  and  is  expected  to  draw  a 
variety  of  interested  groups  who 
will  testify  about  different  aspects 
of  the  regulations. 

The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense 
Committee  (GLDC)  is  organizing 
a  large  presence  at  the  hearing  and 
is  asking  people  to  testify  in  person 
or  to  send  written  testimony. 
Organizers  are  also  attempting  to 
mobilize  a  presence  of  social  ser¬ 
vice,  clinical,  and  child  care  groups 
to  speak  against  the  new  regula¬ 
tions.  Those  unable  to  attend  are 
asked  to  send  written  testimony  to 
GLDC,  Box  225,  Somerville,  MA 
02144.  GLDC  will  have  the 
testimony  included  in  the  official 
record. 

In  addition,  GLDC  is  attemp¬ 
ting  to  have  DSS  hold  an  official 
hearing  in  Boston.  Supporters  are 
asked  to  write  to  Commissioner 
Marie  Matava  requesting  a  Boston 
hearing.  If  the  request  is  denied, 
GLDC  has  vowed  to  hold  its 

Meese  et  al. 

Continued from  page  1 
biased. 

Feminists  who  did  testify  at  the 
hearings  represent  a  range  of  opi¬ 
nions  about  pornography.  Both 
WAP,  a  New  York  anti-porno¬ 
graphy  group,  and  Feminists 
Against  Pornography  (FAP),  a 
Washington,  D.C.  anti-porn 
group,  testified  in  D.C.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  showing  their  slide  show, 
Dorchen  Leidholdt  of  WAP  said 
her  group  “tried  to  make  visible' to 
this  group  of  commissioners  the 
fact  that  women  are  equal  in  this 
society  and  we  deserve  equal 
rights.  Pornography  is  a  major 
obstacle  to  accomplishing  that 
goal.”  WAP  also  brought  “vic¬ 
tims”  of  pornography  to  testify, 
Leidholdt  said,  because  “we  want 
the  people  —  the  women  and 
children  who  have  been  hurt  —  to 
be  heard  and  we’re  using  the  hear¬ 
ings  as  a  forum  for  that.” 

Although  the  commission  asked 
FAP  to  Find  individual  “victims” 
to  testify,  FAP  members  refused. 
Marty  Langelan  of  FAP  told  GCN 
they  didn’t  want  to  single  out  in¬ 
dividual  women  because  they  con¬ 
sidered  it  sensationalistic.  In  their 
testimony  before  the  commission, 
FAP  emphasized  ‘that  the  pro¬ 
liferation  of  sexually  explicit 
material  per  se  is  not  the  pro¬ 
blem  ....  the  problem  is  sexist 
violence  and  exploitation,  in  the 
media  and  in  our  society  as  a 
whole.”  FAP  also  criticized  the 
commission  as  being  a  tool  of 
Reagan’s  right-wing  agenda  and 


union  said,  “We  feel  good.  It’s  a 
First  step  for  BU....  We  have  actual 
protection  now  [whereas]  before 
we  didn’t.” 

Although  contractual  protec¬ 
tion  is  extended  to  gay  people,  no 
specific  reference  is  made  to  either 
gay  people  or  to  any  other  group. 
In  previous  contracts,  a  non¬ 
discrimination  clause,  which  never 
mentioned  gay  men  and  lesbians, 
specificially  prohibited  discrimina¬ 
tion  on  the  basis  of  race,  color, 
religion,  sex,  national  or  ethnic 


own  “alternative  hearings.”  For 
more  information,  or  to  find  out 
about  buses  or  child  care  for  the 
Worcester  hearings,  call  (617) 
628-4165. 

The  following  is  the  applicable 
portion  of  the  regulations. 
(Regulations  are  based  on  laws 
which  the  department  must 
follow.  They  are  different  from 
the  internal  policy  which  is  derived 
from  the  regulations.  Internal 
policy  is  often  more  speciFic  as  it  is 
the  day-to-day  guidelines  that  DSS 
workers  follow.): 

“[T]he  Department  shall  con¬ 
sider  the  following  placement  re¬ 
sources  in  the  following  order: 

(a)  placement  in  the  child’s  own 
home; 

(b)  placement  in  family  foster 
care  with  relatives;  with  considera¬ 
tion  given  to  extended  family 
members  and  persons  chosen  by 
the  parent(s)  to  be  utilized  for 
substitute  care; 

(c)  placement  in  family  foster 
care  with  a  married  couple 
preferably  with  parenting  ex¬ 
perience  and  time  available  for 
parenting; 

(d)  placement  in  family  foster 
care  with  a  single  person  with 
parenting  experience  and 
preferably  with  time  available  for 
parenting; 


noted  that  “....the  Moral  Ma¬ 
jority  condemns  women  as  a  threat 
to  family,  god,  and  country,  the 
pornographers  are  right  behind 
them,  punishing  independent 
women  as  a  threat  to  male  sexual 
primacy.”  Unlike  WAP,  FAP  did 
not  include  testimony  about  the 
Dworkin-MacKinnon  civil  rights 
approach  to  anti-porn  legislation, 
because,  Langelan  said,  “We 
Figured  the  commissioners  were 
not  terribly  smart  and  would  get 
confused.” 

Although  there  have  not  been 
any  flagrantly  anti-gay  attacks 
during  the  hearings,  Hunter  told 
GCN  that  there  was  much  mention 
of  gay  men  patronizing  adult 
theatres  and  adult  bookstores. 
“They  talk  about  how  ‘these 
places’  are  gathering  spots  for 
homosexuals.  The  implication  is 
that  if  you  close  down  ‘these 
places’  you  get  two  birds  with  one 
stone.  There’s  also  the  implication 
that  gay  men  are  the  scum  of  the 
earth ....  It’s  totally  accepted  that 
when  they  mention  homosexuality 
this  is  a  good  reason  to  go  after 
adult  theatres  and  bookstores,” 
she  said. 

The  right-wing  is  already  spon¬ 
soring  anti-pornography  legisla¬ 
tion,  such  as  Jesse  Helms  “Cable- 
Porn  and  Dial-a-Porn  Control 
Act”  which  would  outlaw  any 
telephone  communication  (paid  or 
personal)  which  contains  “any 
comment,  request,  suggestion,  or 
proposal  which  is  obscene,  lewd, 


origin,  marital  or  parental  status, 
veteran  status,  handicap,  age, 
union  status  or  non-union  status. 
The  clause  has  been  replaced  by 
one  sentence  which  acknowledges 
the  university  will  not  discriminate 
against  any  group  currently  pro¬ 
tected  under  the  law.  Because  gay 
men  and  lesbians  are  protected  by 
the  city’s  Human  Rights  Or¬ 
dinance,  along  with  other  groups, 
they  are  now  protected  under  the 
contract  for  the  First  time  in  the 
history  of  BU.  The  applicable 


(e)  placement  in  family  foster 
care  with  a  single  person  without 
parenting  experience,  or  with  an 
unmarried  couple; 

(f)  placement  in  community 
residential  care. 

Any  placement  made  pursuant  to 
(d)  or  (e)  above  shall  require  the 
written  approval  of  the  Commis¬ 
sioner.” 

In  related  news,  a  DSS  worker 
recently  told  a  GLDC  coor¬ 
dinating  committee  that  the  inter¬ 
nal  policy,  which  has  not  yet  been 
fully  implemented  within  the 
department,  has  already  had  a 
chilling  effect  on  the  placements 
made  by  DSS  homefinders.  He 
said  a  relatively  small  number  of 
“non-traditional”  placements 
have  been  sent  to  the  commis¬ 
sioner  for  approval  over  the  past 
month.  He  interpreted  the  small 
number  to  indicate  that  area  of¬ 
fices  are  not  making  such 
placements  on  the  assumption 
they  will  not  be  approved  by  the 
commissioner. 

The  worker,  who  did  not  wish  to 
be  identified,  also  said  the  new 
foster  parent  policy  is  generally 
unpopular  with  DSS  workers  and 
he  advocated  the  GLDC  provide 
these  workers  with  a  means  by 
which  to  participate  in  the  work  of 
the  committee. 


lascivious,  filthy  or  indecent, 
regardless  of  whether  the  maker  of 
such  comments  placed  the  call.” 
Some  observers  of  the  por¬ 
nography  commission  fear  that  a 
wave  of  such  repressive  legislation 
will  follow  the  commission’s 
report  in  June,  1986.  Hunter  said, 
“Whatever  the  recommendations 
for  legislation  they  make,  as  far  as 
the  Right  is  concerned,  it’s  an 
unloseable  issue.  What  legislator  is 
going  to  vote  against  porn  laws? 
It’s  political  suicide.  Plus,  the 
Right  is  going  to  mobilize.  It’s 
their  hot  issue  right  now.” 

Upcoming  hearings  of  the  Por¬ 
nography  Commission  will  be 
Houston,  September  11-12;  Los 
Angeles,  October  16-17;  Miami, 
November  20-21;  and  New  York, 
January  7-8. 

Other  members  of  the  commis¬ 
sion  include  Judith  Becker, 
associate,  professor  of  clinical 
psychology  at  Columbia  Univer¬ 
sity;  Vice  Mayor  Diane  Cusack  of 
Scottsdale,  Arizona;  Park  Elliott 
Dietz,  associate  law  professor  at 
the  University  of  Virginia;  James 
Dobson,  president  of  syndicated 
radio  program,  “Focus  on  the 
Family”;  U.S.  District  Court 
Judge  Edward  J.  Garcia;  Ellen 
Levine,  editor  of  Woman’s  Day 
magazine;  attorney  Tex  Lezar; 
Frederick  Schauer,  law  professor 
at  the  University  of  Michigan;  and 
Deanne  Tilton,  president  of  the 
California  Consortium  of  Child 
Abuse  Councils. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


sentence  reads,  “Neither  the 
university  nor  the  union  will 
discriminate  within  the  meaning  of 
applicable  law,  against  any  person 
employed  or  applying  for  employ¬ 
ment.” 

“We  believe  this  protects  all 
those  covered  by  federal  and  state 
laws  as  well  as  by  the  Human 
Rights  Ordinance.  This  was  also 
the  opinion  of  our  attorneys  and 
[Human  Rights  Executive  Director 
Fred]  Mandel,”  said  Morrison. 
The  new  contract,  explained  Cher¬ 
now,  will  allow  individuals 
discriminated  against  because  of 
their  sexual  preference  to  file  a 
union  grievance. 

Both  women  also  said  the  union 
pushed  for  inclusion  of  language 
specifically  extending  protections 
based  on  sexual  preference,  but 
the  union  refused.  “One  of  our 
future  goals  is  to  get  [specific] 
language  back  in,”  said  Morrison. 

Chernow  told  GCN  she  was 


By  Mark  O’Malley 

PROVIDENCE,  R I  —By  a 
unanimous  vote,  the  Providence 
City  Council  gave  preliminary 
approval  on  August  1  to  a 
municipal  ordinance  that  would 
ban  discrimination  against  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  in  employ¬ 
ment,  education,  credit,  hous¬ 
ing,  and  public  accommoda¬ 
tions.  The  ordinance  also  bans 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
race,  color,  sex,  religion,  marital 
status,  handicap,  age,  or  coun¬ 
try  of  ancestral  origin. 

The  City  Council  must  ap¬ 
prove  the  measure  in  a  second 
vote  on  September  5.  Mayor 
Joseph  Paolino,  Jr.  has  said  he 
will  sign  the  ordinance  into  law 
if  it  receives  the  council’s  final 
approval  in  September. 

Councilor  Malcolm  Farmer 
3d,  author  and  chief  sponsor  of 
the  ordinance,  commented, 
“It’s  a  matter  of  morality  and 
good  public  policy  that  gay  peo¬ 
ple  should  not  be  discriminated 
against.”  Although  Farmer 
drafted  the  ordinance  on  his 
own  initiative,  without  input 
from  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity,  he  said  that  he  was 
aware  of  lesbian  and  gay  testi¬ 
mony  documenting  dis¬ 
crimination  in  the  state.  Such 
testimony  was  presented  last 
year  in  the  state  general 
assembly  on  behalf  of  a  state 
gay  rights  bill  which  was  later 
defeated. 

Farmer  telephoned  councilors 
before  the  August  1  meeting  to 
organize  support  for  the  or¬ 
dinance  and  notiFied  the  Rhode 
Island  Alliance  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Civil  Rights  (RIALGCR), 
which  organized  a  large  turnout 
at  the  city  council  meeting. 

Councilor  Thomas  Glavin, 
majority  leader  and  chairman  of 
the  ordinance  committee, 
recommended  referring  the  or¬ 
dinance  to  his  committee  for  a 
public  hearing.  Other  coun- 


Correction 

Last  week’s  centerspread  ar¬ 
ticle  entitled  “My  Sister’s  Get¬ 
ting  Married:  A  letter  to  my 
parents”  was  written  by  Nancy 
D.  Levin.  Her  byline  was  omit¬ 
ted  by  mistake.  Our  apologies 
to  Nancy  and  to  our  readers. 


happy  with  the  efforts  made  by  the 
union.  “The  union  took  it  as  a 
serious  issue.  They  pushed  it  every 
step  of  the  way....  It  was  a  priority 
issue,”  she  said,  adding,  “[District 
65]  had  a  huge  contingent  at  the 
Gay  Pride  march,  many  of  whom 
were  straight.” 

Morrison  said  she  was  heartened 
by  the  degree  of  support  the  union 
workers  gave  to  inclusion  of  the 
language  in  the  contract,  which 
she  described  as  75  to  80  percent  in 
favor.  “We  had  conversations  all 
over  campus  about  homosexuali¬ 
ty.  We  talked  with  400  people  at  a 
meeting.  [It  raised]  awareness  and 
consciousness,”  she  added. 

Morrison  also  said  there  have 
been  no  complaints  from  any  of 
the  groups  that  were  eliminated 
from  specific  mention  in  the  con¬ 
tract.  She  also  said  there  has  never 
been  a  grievance  Filed  primarily  on 
the  basis  of  the  non-discrimination 
clause. 


dlors,  however,  stressed  the  im¬ 
portance  of  enacting  an  or¬ 
dinance  quickly,  and  when  it 
became  clear  that  a  majority 
wanted  to  vote  immediately  on 
the  measure,  Glavin  dropped  his 
objection. 

Although  he  voted  for  the  or¬ 
dinance,  Glavin  later  insisted, 
“I’m  not  really  in  favor  [of  the 
ordinance],  I  have  reservations 
■about  the  sexual  orientation 
clause.”  Glavin  added,  “1  don’t 
feel  that  councilpeople  realize 
the  implications  of  the  wording. 
It  could  refer  to  many  types  of 
misbehavior.  It  could  protect 
peeping  toms,  exhibitionists, 
and  child  molesters.”  Glavin 
also  complained  that  he  felt  the 
ordinance  should  have  received 
approval  in  his  committee  be¬ 
fore  a  vote,  and  that  it  had  been 
“railroaded  through”  the  com¬ 
mittee  without  “an  open  and 
public  hearing.”  As  chairman 
of  the  ordinance  committee, 
Glavin  may  call  a  public  hearing 
on  the  ordinance.  He  has  not  yet 
decided  whether  to  hold  such  a 
hearing. 

According  to  Councilor 
Carolyn  Brassil,  Glavin  was  the 
only  councilor  who  objected  to 
the  sexual  orientation  clause. 
“It’s  very  unlikely  that  it  would 
not  be  passed  a  second  time,” 
she  predicted. 

Diane  Cook,  chairperson  of 
RIALGCR  agreed  that  coun¬ 
cilors  were  unlikely  to  reject  the 
ordinance  which  they  had  ap¬ 
proved  unanimously,  but  noted, 
“We  are  following  up  by  urging 
members  to  call  and  write  coun- 
cilpersons,  thanking  them  and 
encouraging  them  to  continue 
their  support.”  Cook  also  said 
she  believes  “this  ordinance  is 
important  because  it  is  the  only 
way  to  stop  discrimination. 
Nobody  has  to  like  us.  Let  us 
live  and  work  in  peace.” 


Correction 

A  newsnote  in  Vol.  13,  No.  5 
titled  “rosie  jimenez  day” 
stated  Rosie  Jimenez’  date  of 
death  incorrectly.  The  correct 
date  was  October  3,  1977. 


GLDC  Mobilizes  for 
Foster  Parenting  Hearing 


In  Providence 

Rights  Law  Gets 
Council  Support 
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Staff  Reporter  Opening 

GCN  is  currently  accepting  applica¬ 
tions  for  a  full-time  staff  reporter  to 
begin  on  or  about  October  1,  1985.  Posi¬ 
tion  involves  investigating  and  writing 
news  stories  of  interest  to  gay  men  and 
lesbians  on  a  weekly  basis,  as  well  as  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  paper’s  collective 
decision-making  process. 

Qualifications'.  Strong  writing  skills 
and  ability  to  write  under  weekly 
deadline  pressures.  Knowledge  of 
local/national  gay  and  lesbian  communi¬ 
ty  and  issues  helpful.  Must  have  commit¬ 
ment  to  gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  anti- 
racist  politics,  and  the  collective 
decision-making  process.  Salary: 
$  1 50/week,  plus  paid  health/life  in¬ 
surance,  three  weeks’  paid  vacation.  To 
apply:  please  send  resume  and  cover  let¬ 
ter  to  Reporter  Search  Committee, 
GCN,  167  Tremont  Street,  5th  Floor, 
Boston,  MA  02111. 

Gay  men  and  lesbians  of  color  are  par¬ 
ticularly  encouraged  to  apply. 


black/white  friends 
not  permitted 

Dear  GCN, 

Being  a  “lifer,”  writ-writer,  and  gay  prisoner 
here  in  the  Texas  Department  of  Corruptions,  I 
am  highly  “disfavored”  by  the  unit  officials  here. 
Just  last  week  I  was  found  to  be  “Out  of  Place” 
at  a  friend’s  housing  unit,  with  a  small  amount  of 
homemade  wine  in  my  possession  while  sitting  on 
my  friend’s  bunk  talking  to  him.  This  is  a  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  rules  and  regulations.  But  it  is  not  the 
most  serious  infraction  one  might  commit.  Really 
on  this  unit  it  amounts  to  nothing  of  any  mention, 
for  wine  is  commonplace  here. 

Nonetheless,  my  friend  and  1  were  taken  to  the 
Major’s  office  and  interrogated  by  him.  He  has  a 
deep  hatred  for  me  due  to  my  having  recently  paid 
back  some  of  his  verbal  abuse  with  some  of  my 
own.  This  official  has  the  authority  to  punish  but 
he  chose  to  abuse  his  discretion  and  to  overpunish 
by  reassigning  my  friend  to  field  work  (slavery), 
to  try  and  stop  my  association  with  him.  My 
friend  had  been  working  in  the  laundry. 

This  official  further  abused  his  authority  by 
charging  my  friend  with  possession  of  wine  even 
though  I  informed  him  that  the  wine  was  mine 
and  that  my  friend  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  1 
have  yet  to  be  charged  with  any  infraction  and  yet 
my  friend  (who  is  nor  a  jailhouse  lawyer  like 
myself)  has  been  subject  to  the  above  treatment  to 
hinder  my  relating  to  an  Afro-American  prisoner. 

Simply  stated,  here  in  TDC  these  oppressors 
would  rather  black  and  white  were  not  seen 
together. 

Chester  Vinton  Haas 
327322A  Ellis  One 
Huntsville,  TX  77343 


Defense  Committee 
Update 

Department  of  Social  Services  hear¬ 
ings  on  foster  care  policy  are  set  for 
Thursday,  August  22  from  3-9  p.m.  at 
U/Mass  Medical  Center  in  Worcester.  It 
is  critical  that  gay  men  and  lesbians  pre¬ 
sent  testimony  in  opposition  to  the  state 
policy.  Carpooling/buses  will  be  ar¬ 
ranged.  Call  628-6007  or  628-6145  if  you 
intend  to  go.  Bring  a  written  statement  if 
you  plan  to  testify.  Send  a  copy  to  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense  Committee, 
PO  Box  225,  Somerville,  MA  02144.  If 
you  cannot  attend,  mail  your  testimony 
to  GLDC. 

Write  DSS  Commissioner  Marie 
Matava,  150  Causesway  Street,  Boston, 
MA  02144,  to  demand  another  hearing 
be  held  in  Boston  with  four  to  six  weeks’ 
notice,  since  inadequate  notice  was  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  Worcester  hearing.  Send  a 
copy  of  your  letter  to  GLDC. 

Dukakis  Watch:  Monday,  August  12 
at  7:45  p.m.  at  VFW  Post  669,  Union 
Square  in  Allston  (across  from  the 
Boston  Food  Co-op)... .Non-violence 
training  will  be  conducted  August  13 
from  7-9  p.m.  at  the  Somerville  Multi- 
Service  Center,  1  Summer  Street.  Call 
628-6007  for  details.... Speakers’  Train¬ 
ing  is  set  for  Sunday,  September  8  at  6 
p.m.  Call  576-6788  for  details. 


don’t  say  class 
until  you  mean  it 

Dear  GCN: 

I’d  like  to  respond  to  Scott  Tucker’s  letter  in 
Community  Voices  (GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  5)  about 
whether  gay  and  lesbian  activists  should  support 
socialist  organizations.  (Actually,  Democratic 
Socialists  of  America  is  the  specific  organization 
he  refers  to,  and  I’m  not  sure  I  would  count  it  as 
“socialist”  at  all.)  I  agree  with  much  of  what 
Tucker  says  —  about  the  need  for  left  lesbians 
and  gay  men  to  “get  rude”  when  self-proclaimed 
straight  “socialists”  are  homophobic,  racist, 
and/or  sexist,  and  also  about  our  need  to  stay  in¬ 
dependent. 

Because  of  my  basic  agreement  with  him,  I  felt 
particularly  dismayed  and  betrayed  by  his  con¬ 
cluding  remarks.  In  one  short  paragraph  at  the 
tail-end  of  his  otherwise  thoughtful  and  carefully 
worded  letter,  he  seems  to  oversimplify  —  or 
completely  miss  the  point  of  —  David  Morris’ 
criticism  of  the  classism  endemic  in  the  gay  and 
lesbian  left.  In  defense  of  what  he  considers  the 
good  job  done  by  gay  and  lesbian  activists  in  deal¬ 
ing  with  class  issues.  Tucker  praises  GCN  as 
“one  of  the  most  democratic  and  radical  publica¬ 
tions  in  the  U.S.”  Democratic,  perhaps.  Radical, 
certainly.  But  what  does  that  have  to  do  with  the 
price  of  fish?  Morris  was  speaking  of  class  —  ;  ou 
know,  like  who  has  access  to  what  kind  of  hous¬ 
ing,  food,  health  care,  transportation,  who  Joes 
what  kind  of  shit-work  for  whom  and  gets  what 
kind  of  occupational  diseases,  who  goes  t  >  grad 
school  and  who  lands  in  prison  —  that  .ind  of 
thing?  Certainly  as  a  socialist  Tucke  thinks 
about  these  issues?  Certainly  as  a  reade'  of  GCN 
he  has  noticed  that  (except  for  Mik  Riegle’s 
Prison  Project)  they’ve  not  been  a  particular 
focus  of  the  paper? 

As  a  lesbian  I  certainly  need  to  'ee  socialists 
stressing  sex  and  gender  issues,  ard  appreciate 
Tucker  for  agitating  toward  thrt  end.  As  a 
working-class  person  I  want  to  tell  Tucker  and 
any  other  gay  and  lesbian  activists  who  call  them¬ 
selves  socialists  and  so  should  certainly  know  bet¬ 
ter,  that  when  they  underplay  survival  issues  and 
don’t  acknowledge  the  faultline  under  their  feet 
that  is  class  in  this  society,  it  hurts  me  right  in  the 
gut.  I  have  no  doubt  the  gut  is  the  place  Morris 
wrote  his  letter  from,  and  I  don’t  like  to  see  either 
his  pain  or  his  insight  dismissed.  That  is  not  the 
way  to  build  a  multi-class,  anticapitalist  gay  and 
lesbian  movement. 

Sincerely, 

Pam  Mitchell 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 


gay  men  & 
lesbians:  an 
invaluable 
resource 


ignore  the 
twaddle,  give,  give, 
give 

Dear  GCN: 

Over  tea  and  after  Symphony,  it  has  often  been 
heard  as  a  bit  of  profound  but  shocking  observa¬ 
tion  that  GCN  has  once  again  been  taken  over  by 
“those”  kind  of  people.  Eric  Johnson’s  silly  let¬ 
ter  criticizing  GCN  for  a  lack  of  male  balance  is 
tiresome,  let  alone  being  remotely  accurate.  It 
could  just  as  well  be  dismissed  as  humor  on  the 
part  of  GCN  to  print  it,  but  it  raises  the  old  ques¬ 
tion  of  financial  support  for  something  we  do  not 
find  100%  to  our  liking  and,  worse,  that  threatens 
our  male  role  to  be  shakers  and  movers  (which, 
alas,  sometimes  amounts  to  no  more  than 
boogeying  our  way  through  life). 

What  is  perhaps  embarrassing  to  gay  men  is 
that  women  are  making  honest,  gritty  statements 
—  carrying  the  balls,  as  it  were  —  and  producing 
very  interesting  gay  writing,  gay  music,  gay  films, 
gay  politics  as  (gulp)  Lesbians  (poor  Mr.  Johnson 
could  never  once  bring  his  fine  gay  male  sensibili¬ 
ty  to  use  the  word!).  Gay  male  rights  live  on  in  the 
Women’s  Movement!  How  could  one  not  want  to 
support  GCN  financially  when  its  integrity, 
politics  and  goals  through  dedication  and  self- 
sacrifice  continue  to  show  a  remarkable,  consis¬ 
tent  level  of  achievement?  Mr.  Johnson’s  letter  is 
cruel  to  announce  to  the  world  that  he  is  not  going 
to  contribute  (had  he  truly  ever  intended  to?). 
Perhaps  he  prefers  getting  his  social  conscious¬ 
ness  through  the  Globe,  the  Herald  or  served  up 
as  fiction  in  the  twaddle  that  passes  as  gay  com¬ 
munity  reportage  in  Bay  Windows'! 

Just  swallow  your  lumps,  all  you  Eric  V. 
Johnsons  and,  even  if  the  gay  men’s  movement  is 
not  making  much  news  these  days  other  than  how 
to  outwit  the  grim  reaper  and  still  “get  it,”  give, 
give,  give.  Go  out  one  less  time  to  a  bar,  buy  one 
less  porn  mag,  buy  only  one  Gucci  shoe  and  give 
those  few  extra  bucks  to  GCN.  You  won’t  even 
miss  them  and  GCN  will  continue  to  brighten 
your  life  with  the  meaning  of  social  consciousness 
and  make  you  feel  proud  to  be  gay. 

Enclosed  please  find  and  accept  my  give  of 
$25.00,  in  Mr.  Johnson’s  name,  as  part  of  the 
Eric  V.  Johnson  Campaign  to  make  GCN  sol¬ 
vent. 

Sincerely, 

Vincent  F.  Luti 
Westport,  MA 


(GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  which  was  sent 
to  Gov.  Michael  Dukakis,  Human  Services 
Secretary  Philip  Johnston,  and  the  Department 
of  Social  Services. — Ed.) 

I  am  a  lesbian.  I’ve  been  working  with  three- 
year-olds  in  a  daycare  center  for  one  year.  I’ve 
been  working  with  troubled  teenagers  in  group 
homes  in  Boston  for  five  years.  I  love  my  work 
and  do  a  good  job,  putting  in  far  more  energy  and 
commitment  than  is  required. 

I’m  disgusted  with  the  last  few  weeks  of  politics 
and  controversy  about  gay  and  lesbian  people 
who  take  "care  of  kids.  Nothing  is  being  con¬ 
sidered  for  the  best  interest  of  children,  nothing  is 
being  carefully  examined  —  political  jockeying  is 
getting  in  everyone’s  way.  The  mere  speed  with 
which  the  decisions  have  been  made  shows  a 
serious  lack  of  study  and  thought.  The  speed 
reveals  reaction  only  —  people  are  afraid  for  their 
positions.  Not  a  good  basis  for  decisions  about 
the  lives  of  innumerable  children  and  adults. 

DSS  reacted  to  a  Globe  article  —  without  a  mo¬ 
ment’s  hesitation,  no  trust  in  your  own  initial 
decision.  Philip  Johnston  claims  (in  a  press  con¬ 
ference  on  May  24)  to  have  research  to  back  up 
his  decision.  But  he  has  been  unable  to  quote  that 
research,  to  name  it,  so  we  can  believe  it  exists.  (I 
can  quote  research  from  the  Department  of  Fami¬ 
ly  Studies  at  the  University  of  New  Mexico  which 
says  that  gay  fathers  are  more  nurturing  than 
heterosexual  men  and  that  lesbians  are  as  nurtur¬ 
ing  as  heterosexual  women.) 

No  one  has  a  “right”  to  be  a  foster  parent.  Nor 
does  anyone  have  a  “right”  to  discriminate 
against  an  entire  group  of  people  on  the  basis  of 
prejudice  only  —  with  no  research,  no  thought, 
and  no  real  understanding.  We  all  have  the 
“right”  to  be  judged  as  individuals.  And  every 
foster  parent  (or  respite  worker,  family  day  care 
worker,  guardian)  has  the  right  to  be  carefully 
matched  with  those  in  their  care.  No  racially  pre¬ 
judiced  child  should  be  placed  in  a  family  of 
another  race.  No  anti-semitic  family  should  care 
for  a  Jewish  child.  And  no  child  who  has  had  a 
negative  experience  with  a  gay  person  should  be 
placed  with  gay  parents.  But,  luckily  for  all  of  us, 
there  are  children  and  adults  who  are  free  of  those 
prejudices.  There  are  children  who  will  do  much 
better  in  a  house  with  a  single  mother  or  two 
mothers  —  if  they’ve  previously  been  abused  by 
an  adult  male.  There  are  children  who  will  do  bet¬ 
ter  in  a  family  which  has  no  blood  relation  to  their 
own;  or  in  a  family  whose  structure  is  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  one  they  came  from.  Last  but  not 
least,  wouldn’t  a  child  who  is  running  away 
because  they  think  they  might  be  gay  and  who  feel 
that  that  is  unacceptable  in  their  family  clearly  be 
better  off  in  a  home  which  includes  gay  people  as 
role  models? 

Heterosexual  men  commit  the  most  abuse  in 
our  culture  —  child  abuse,  sexual  abuse,  wife 
beating,  rape.  And  the  highest  percentage  of 
abusive  members  in  any  group  is  heterosexual 
men.  Do  we  forbid  placements  with  heterosexual 
men? 

Lastly,  I’d  like  to  point  out  a  logistical  con¬ 
sideration:  in  my  six  years  with  social  services  in 
Boston,  I’ve  come  across  many,  many  gay  men 
and  lesbians.  Social  services  are  underpaid  and 
understaffed.  If  we  all  left  social  services,  the 
staffing  problems  would  be  immense.  I  venture  a 
guess  that  easily  one-third  of  the  men  and  women 
I’ve  worked  with  are  gay.  Can  you  replace  one- 
third  of  us?  And  who  else  would  settle  for  such 
low-paying  work?  Who  else  is  so  nurturing  — 
understanding  the  need  for  love  and  for  family 
even  if  it  doesn’t  come  from  a  biological  family? 
Who  else  is  so  respectful  of  diversity  and  can  en¬ 
courage  our  children,  and  thereby  our  future 
society,  to  drop  its  prejudices  and  biases?  Who 
else  understands  so  well  what  a  trauma  it  is  in  this 
family-centric  society  to  be  thrown  out  or  aban¬ 
doned  by  one’s  blood  family?  Gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  are  an  invaluable  resource.  We  have  a  right 
to  be  judged  as  individuals.  And  we  deserve  to  be 
judged  as  people  who  can  understand  and  nurture 
in  a  way  many  people  can’t  because  we’ve  been 
treated  poorly,  abused,  and  rejected. 

Please  stop  worrying  about  politics.  Consider 
reality  of  numbers.  Consider  our  position.  Con¬ 
sider  the  position  of  children.  Be  strong  enough  to 
change  your  minds. ..or  we  will  change  our 
government  next  election. 

Sincerely, 

Sandy  Martin 
Allston,  MA 

GCN  welcomes  letters  to  the 
editor.  If  possible,  they  should  be 
TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED, 
and  where  possible  limited  to  five 
typed  pages.  They  should  be  sent  to: 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  167  Tre¬ 
mont  St.  US,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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welcome  from  our  readers:  remember,  it's 
YOUR  paper! 
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uncaring  attitude 
is  anti-semitic 

Dear  GCN : 

Reviewing  Jan  Clausen’s  novel  Sinking/Steal¬ 
ing  in  GCN 7/13/85,  Louise  Rice  did  not  mention 
one  fact  about  the  plot  which  I,  as  a  deeply  iden¬ 
tified  secular  Jew,  found  disturbing.  The  novel  is 
about  a  lesbian  non-biological  parent  who  “kid¬ 
naps”  her  dead  lover’s  daughter,  a  child  she  had 
raised.  The  child  and  the  dead  woman  are  Jews; 
so  is  the  child’s  father,  however  yuppie, 
hypocritical,  materialistic,  etc.  The  surviving  co¬ 
parent  is  gentile.  (The  reviewer  never  mentions 
the  word  Jews;  the  characters’  identity  is  never 
named.) 

Clearly  in  the  novel  Josie,  the  co-parent,  has 
the  “correct”  values  and  attitudes;  vaguely 
downwardly  mobile,  she  is  hiply  80s  cynical  but 
still  spouting  radical  ideas.  And,  in  the  sort  of 
snobbish  inversion  too  common  in  our  move¬ 
ment,  the  child’s  father  and  his  second  wife  —  up¬ 
wardly  mobile,  professional,  and  Jewish  —  are 
presented  as  hopelessly  crass  in  their  obsession 
with  brownstones  and  Haagen-dazs..  Josie  does 
have  the  child’s  welfare  at  heart;  the  father  falls 
short,  and,  besides,  he  interferes  with  the  impor¬ 
tant  relationship  between  Josie  and  Erika,  the 
child. 

But  what  the  novel  does  is  present  feminist,  les¬ 
bian,  radical  values  as  significant,  something 
which  Josie  transmits  to  Erika;  the  loss  of 
Jewishness  from  Erika’s  life  gets  nothing  more 
than  a  superficial  nod,  a  fragment  on  page  250  of 
a  270-page  book.  (Lest  anyone  think  Josie  can 
support  Erika’s  Jewish  identity,  let  me  mention 
the  part  where  Josie  comments  on  “fascinating 
Yiddish  expressions  I  couldn’t  remember  having 
heard  before  from  Jewish  friends  in  Portland  or 
LA ...tsuris,  naches,  shmate,  treyf,  potchke”  — 
not  exactly  the  depth  of  Yiddishkeit  —  and  notes 
“my  surprise  and  dismay  at  learning... that  my 
parents  being  lukewarm  Congregationalists 
...qualified  me  as  ‘Christian,’  as  New  York 
reckons  such  things.”) 

Nowhere  except  the  aforementioned  fragment 
on  p.  250  —  in  Josie’s  consciousness  or  pointed 
lack  of  it  —  does  Clausen  acknowledge  the  possi¬ 
ble  conflict,  the  mixed  bag,  of  taking  a  Jewish 
child  from  a  Jewish  home  to  be  raised  by  a  non- 
Jew.  Imagine  if  the  child  were  Native  American, 
Black,  Asian....  As  if  the  transmission  of  Jewish 
culture  were  insignificant.  As  if  it  didn’t  matter. 
This  uncaring  attitude  is  —  need  it  be  said  —  anti- 

Semitic. 

And  this  kind  of  oversimplification  (lesbian  co¬ 
parent/good;  het  father/bad)  —  typical  of  an  ear¬ 
ly  stage  of  bourgeois  feminism  —  surprises  me. 
Women  of  color,  working  class  women,  Jewish 
women,  among  others,  have  pressed  for  a  more 
complex  grasp  of  the  intersections  of  feminism 
with  other  radical  perspectives.  I  wish  the  novelist 
had  paid  some  attention  to  the  dilemma,  and  I 
wish  the  reviewer  had  commented  on  it. 

In  gerangl/ln  struggle, 

Melanie  Kaye/Kantrowitz 
Marshfield,  VT 


protecting 
prisoner  purity 

Dear  GCN, 

Just  a  quick  note  to  let  you  know  the  thought 
police  are  hard  at  work.  Yesterday  we  had  a  real 
comic  opera  as  two  officers  and  a  Sergeant  (com¬ 
bined  salaries  probably  $100,000  a  year)  em- 
barassedly  rushed  around  this  unit  trying  to 
round  up  copies  of  a  recent  GCN  which  had 
somehow  evaded  the  media  review  board  (the  ap¬ 
pointed  guardians  of  our  virtue).  It  contained  — 
horrors!  —  a  quite  small  drawing  (not  even  a 
photo)  of  (avert  your  eyes!)  fellatio.  Clearly,  we 
could  not  be  allowed  to  see  such  a  picture,  even 
though  ’tis  said  sharp-eyed  denizens  of  this  do¬ 
main  can  see  the  real  thing  in  live  action  at  quiet 
moments  in  our  TV  room,  or  on  the  stairs  be¬ 
tween  floors.  But  our  purity  must  be  protected. 

With  great  diligence,  the  offending  newspapers 
were  sought  out  and  seized  and  carried  off  for  of¬ 
ficial  snipping.  Strong  men  must  have  quaked. 
One  wonders  how  the  assignment  to  wield  the 
censor’s  shears  was  given  out.  Who  would  bell  the 
cat?  Did  seniority  decide?  And  if  so,  was  it  the 
most  senior  man,  or  the  most  innocent  neophyte, 
who  had  to  do  the  deed?  Does  he  receive  danger 
money  or  hardship  pay  (as  does  the  man  who 
throws  the  switch  of  the  electric  chair)? 
Remember  that  such  a  sight  could  turn  a  man 
from  heterosexuality  forever!  Is  there  enough 
money  in  the  coffers  of  the  state  of  New  York  to 
compensate  sufficiently  for  that! 

With  the  passage  of  time,  our  beloved  papers 
will  be  returned,  minus  the  offending  pic.  We 
have  been  saved  from  visual  pollution  this  time. 
There  are,  however,  many  talented  artists  in  our 
midst  who  could  probably  redraw  said  cameo 
from  memory,  or  who  knows,  mayhap  from  life 
...  but  who  will  commission  such  a  masterwork. 
now? 

A  Concerned  GCN  prisoner  reader, 

Clinton  Correctional,  New  York 


how  i  got  where  i  am 

Dear  GCN. 

I  was  arrested  in  June  of  1983  on  a  charge  of 
First  Degree  Sexual  Assault  on  a  Child.  The 
charge  sounded  like  rape  to  me  and  when  I 
thought  of  rape,  I  envisioned  someone  holding  a 
gun  to  someone  else’s  head  and  forcing  them  to 
engage  in  sexual  activity  —  a  repulsive  thought  to 
me  and  a  long  way  from  what  had  actually  hap¬ 
pened. 

A  friend  of  his  (with  whom  1  had  shared 
several  encounters)  had  introduced  us.  1  never 
forced  him  nor  did  I  attempt  to  intimidate  him. 
He  gave  every  indication  of  wanting  what  I 
wanted,  so  I  proceeded  accordingly.  We  gave 
each  other  back  massages  and  we  mutually 
masturbated.  Finally,  I  gave  him  a  blow  job,  but 
neither  asked  nor  expected  him  to  reciprocate. 
When  we  finished  and  exchanged  pleasantries,  he 
got  dressed,  said  he  had  to  get  home  to  dinner, 
and  told  me  he’d  be  back  tomorrow. 

I  was  gone  most  of  the  next  day  and  on  the  day 
after  that  I  returned  home  in  the  early  evening  to 
find  the  sheriff’s  department  ransacking  my 
apartment.  They  took  me  in  for  questioning  after 
reading  me  my  rights.  I  was  cooperative,  though  I 
did  refuse  to  answer  anything  until  I  could  retain 
a  lawyer.  They  gave  me  a  phone  and  the  yellow 
pages  and  after  calling  around  I  could  find  only 
one  criminal  lawyer  who  was  willing  to  take  the 
case  —  if  I  could  cough  up  $7000  up  front.  Hav¬ 
ing  just  barely  scraped  together  the  rent  that 
month,  $7000  might  just  as  well  have  been 
$7,000,000. 

So,  1  asked  for  a  public  defender.  At  that  point 
I  was  formally  charged,  booked  and  taken 
downtown  to  the  county  jail.  Three  days  later  I 
finally  met  my  public  defender.  Bail  was  set  at 
$50,000. 

Assuming  that  my  public  defender  was  suppos¬ 
ed  to  be  on  my  side,  I  told  her  that,  yes,  the  boy 
and  I  had  been  to  bed  together,  and,  no,  I  didn’t 
see  anything  wrong  with  that.  What  a  mistake! 
The  woman  hated  my  guts.  She  told  me  that  1  had 
better  show  some  remorse  in  front  of  the  judge 
lest  I  never  see  daylight  again.  Until  this  point  I 
expected  a  slap  on  the  wrist  coupled  with  some 
embarassment  in  front  of  my  friends  and  co- 
workers.  Now  I  was  scared.  She  said  we  would 
plead  innocent  to  stall  for  time  and  in  the  interim, 
get  a  psychological  evaluation. 

Back  in  my  cell  I  started  checking  the  law 
books.  I  discovered  that  First  Degree  Sexual 
Assault  on  a  Child  (under  14)  carries  a  1  to  50  year 
sentence  in  Nebraska.  According  to  the  books,  to 
be  found  guilty  of  this,  penetration  has  to  have 
taken  place.  Ahah!  There  was  no  sodomy, 
therefore  no  penetration.  Why  didn’t  my 
defender  think  of  that?  Then  I  read  the  definition 
of  “penetration”  which,  according  to  the 
Nebraska  statutes,  can  be  anything  from  the  ob¬ 
vious  down  to  something  as  simple  as  touching 
someone  in  a  sexually  suggestive  way.  Back  to 
square  one. 

Initially  I  had  told  my  lawyer  I  wanted  to  plead 
guilty  to  spare  the  boy  the  trauma  of  having  to 
testify  in  court.  I  can’t  think  of  a  better  way  to  in¬ 
still  homophobia  and  ensure  emotional  scars  in  a 
child  that  to  make  him  testify  in  court  about  a  sex¬ 
ual  encounter.  My  defender  assured  me  that  we 
would  change  our  plea  and  the  child  would  never 
have  to  appear. 

In  October,  I  went  to  court  to  be  sentenced.  As 
luck  would  have  it  a  paperboy  in  our  town 
(Omaha)  had  been  kidnapped,  sexually  assaulted, 
and  brutally  murdered  the  previous  month. 
Though  I  was  in  jail  at  the  time,  the  perpetrator 
had  yet  to  be  caught  and  the  community  was  suf¬ 
fering  from  child  molester  hysteria.  Unable  to 
distinguish  between  consensual  activity  and 
murder,  they  wanted  blood  and  lots  of  it. 

The  judge  told  me  that  as  far  as  the  paperboy 
was  concerned,  1  was  the  most  innocent  person  in 
the  room.  But  given  the  public  mood,  he  dared 
not  let  me  off  with  less  than  5  to  10  years,  and 
ordered  me  confined  to  the  state  mental  hospital 
where  I  am  currently  in  their  “Mentally 
Disordered  Sex  Offender”  rehabilitation  pro¬ 
gram. 

Well,  that’s  how  I  got  where'  I  am.  I  hope  you 
print  this  in  your  paper  and  use  my  name,  and 
that  it  will  shed  some  light  on  how  the  legal  system 
works.  By  the  way,  I  welcome  letters  from  anyone 
who’s  willing  to  write. 

Thanks  for  listening, 

Lee  Donehower 
Box  94949 
Lincoln,  NE  68509 


gay  info  trickles 
down  to  straights 

Dear  GCN: 

Thank  you  for  your  largely  favorable  review  of 
my  book  Circumcision:  The  Painful  Dilemma. 

Sometimes  it  helps  to  have  insight  into 
another’s  perspective  about  matters,  such  as  my 
own  admittedly  cursory  dealing  with  the 
homosexual  issue  in  my  book. 

When  I  first  began  my  research  for  my  book, 
even  at  age  30  and  as  a  graduate  from  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  California  at  Santa  Barbara  (in  the  late 
’60s  no  less,  when  all  sorts  of  provocative  issues 
were  flying  around!),  1  knew  virtually  nothing 
about  the  gay  world  and  had  even  l^ss  interest  in 
it.  As  a  mother  and  former  childbirth  educator,  1 
have  written  my  book  for  prospective  parents, 
medical  professionals,  and  childbirth  educators. 
Those  of  us  whose  lives  center  around  birth  and 
babies  generally  comprise  an  extremely  straight, 
and  often  quite  sheltered,  population!  When  1 
began* my  research,  it  never  even  occurred  to  me 
that  gay  men  would  also  be  likely  to  have  an  in¬ 
terest  in  circumcision.  (That’s  how  naive  I  was!) 

As  my  research  continued  and  my  involvement 
in  the  circumcision  concern  grew,  1  found  myself 
involved  in  regular  and  intermittent  cor¬ 
respondence  with  a  number  of  men  who  were 
deeply  interested  in  the  subject,  even  though  they- 
had  neither  wives,  female  partners,  or  families.  I 
realize  now  that  most  of  these  men  have  been  gay. 
However,  only  rarely  will  such  men  come  out  and 
share  that  information  about  themselves,  even 
after  corresponding  with  me  for  some  time.  Per¬ 
sonal  questions  (such  as  “Have  you  ever  been 
married?”)  get  peculiarly  ignored  or  evaded.  Ob¬ 
viously  gays  have  been  so  heavily  persecuted  that 
most  appear  to  be  extremely  reluctant  to  share 
that  information  about  themselves  with  even 
close  friends  who  are  straight.  In  my  naivete,  it 
took  me  years  of  correspondence  to  realize  fully 
that  many  of  my  male  co-workers  in  the  anti¬ 
circumcision  cause  were  gay.  (Personally,  I’ve  en¬ 
joyed  the  freedom  of  having  totally  platonic,  in¬ 
tellectual  relationships  with  men  like  this.  Such  a 
relationship  is  so  rarely  possible  between  hetero¬ 
sexual  men  and  women.)  But  even  still,  after  years 
of  serious  research  and  involvement  in  the  anti¬ 
circumcision  concern,  information  about  the  gay 
world  has  reached  me  only  in  bits  and  pieces. 

Nonetheless,  the  primary  objective  of  my  work 
is  to  convince  the  general  public,  especially  pro¬ 
spective  parents,  that  circumcision  of  their  in¬ 
fant  sons  is  undesirable.  I  have  tried  to  present  as 
many  arguments  and  suggestions  against  it  as 
possible.  The  fact  does  remain  that  virtually  all 
parents  (myself  included)  would  be  extremely 
unhappy  if  their  child  turned  out  to  be  gay. 
Therefore,  while  no  “proof”  is  offered  (as  you 
suggest)  that  circumcision  may  cause  or  con¬ 
tribute  to  male  homosexuality,  even  a  suggestion 
that  circumcision  might  lead  to  homosexuality 
will  cause  many  parents  to  think  twice  about  con¬ 
senting  to  the  cruel  and  unnecessary  operation.  I 
have  repeatedly  emphasized,  both  in  my  book 


and  elsewhere,  that  considerably  more  research 
and  objective  study  is  needed  before  any  conclu¬ 
sions  can  be  drawn  between  circumcision  and 
male  homosexuality.  (Or  female  homosexuality 
too,  for  that  matter.  Many  have  suggested  that 
absence  of  foreskin  may  lead  to  women’s 
dissatisfaction  with  men.)  Many  of  my  gay  co¬ 
workers  offered  me  some  of  tl^e  suggestions 
which  I  incorporated  into  that  section  of  my 
book,  and  read  that  part  of  the  manuscript 
without  objection.  I  would  be  interested  in  know¬ 
ing  what  you  would  have  suggested  I  write  in  that 
section.  I  agree  that  the  interrelationship  between 
homosexuality  and  circumcision  is  a  complex 
one,  an  issue  that  merits  a  book  in  itself.  But  I  did 
not  feel  it  my  calling  to  address  such  a  topic  in.its 
complexity.  1  believe  Mr.  Berkeley  has  done  that 
instead.  And  considering  my  audience,  and  my 
very  much  different  purpose  in  writing  my  book, 
1  honestly  would  not  expect  most  people  who  are 
having  babies  or  those  who  are  dealing  with  new 
and  expectant  parents  to  have  any  more  than  a 
passing  interest  in  the  question  of  homosexuality. 

The  story  behind  my  use  of  Bud  Berkeley’s 
notes  is  also  interesting.  An  individual  who 
helped  me  extensively  with  my  research  in  its  early 
stages  gave  me  several  typed,  xeroxed  pages  of  ex¬ 
cerpted  stories  from  Mr.  Berkeley’s  works.  The 
author  and  source  were  not  even  listed,  but  my 
friend  told  me  a  little  bit  about  Mr.  Berkeley’s 
work.  I  found  many  of  these  stories  extremely  in¬ 
teresting  and  therefore  chose  several  to  use  in  my 
work.  I  later  learned  that  the  man  who  gave  me 
these  knows  Mr.  Berkeley  personally  and  at  one 
time,  upon  visiting  him,  had  the  chance  to  look 
through  Mr.  Berkeley’s  files  and  pick  and  choose 
for  himself  whatever  he  found  of  interest.  This 
was  back  in  the  early  ’70s,  well  before  Mr. 
Berkeley  had  published  them  in  his  own  book  or 
other  better  known  writings.  My  friend  who 
shared  the  writings  simply  told  me  that  they  came 
from  a  small  newsletter  that  was  now  defunct.  He 
would  not  disclose  its  name  to  me,  and  only  ad¬ 
vised  me  to  use  as  a  reference  “Excerpts  from  an 
Underground  Newsletter.”  Therefore,  it  is  not 
that  I  have  “refused”  to  name  Mr.  Berkeley’s 
organization  as  you  state.  This  is  the  only  infor¬ 
mation  I  was  able  to  obtain  about  it.  I  also  later 
learned  that  my  friend  had  selectively  sent  me  on¬ 
ly  part  of  what  he  had  obtained  from  Mr. 
Berkeley’s  files,  deciding  not  to  share  with  me 
other  writings  which  were  more  “kinky”  or  “ob¬ 
scene.”  Whether  this  was  overprotectiveness  and 
“male  chauvinism”  towards  me,  or  a  need  to  pro¬ 
tect  his  identity  with  the  gay  world,  on  the  part  of 
my  friend,  I  will  not  commence  to  judge.  I  doubt, 
in  any  event,  that  the  other  writings  that  were  not 
shared  with  me  would  have  been  of  any  value  to 
my  book. 

But  this  is  an  example  of  how  information 
about  the  gay  world  trickles  down  to  straight  peo¬ 
ple  like  myself,  even  from  close  friends  who  know 
that  I  am  doing  serious,  intensive  research  on  a 
subject  like  circumcision. 

Best  wishes, 

Rosemary  Romberg 
Bellingham,  WA 


Gay  Community  News  is 
now  in  its  thirteenth  year  of 
publication.  Haye  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don’t  miss  another  issue!) 


My  name  is _ Address 


City _ State _ Zip _ 

New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $29.00  $ 
25  weeks  $17.50  $ 
25  weeks/low  income  $10.00  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 
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Chicago  Porn  Hearings 

Continued frontpage  1 


given  feminists  time  to  educate 
each  other.  The  introduction  of 
the  law  has  been  within  a  “context 
of  ignorance”  and  “feminists  are 
part  of  that  as  we  see  it.”  Groups 
like  FACT,  she  added,  are  fron¬ 
ting  for  the  American  Civil  Liber¬ 
ties  Union  (ACLU),  who  is  fron¬ 
ting  for  th'e  porn  industry.  (The 
ACLU  of  Illinois  and  Burt  Joseph, 
Counsel  for  Playboy  Enterprises, 
testified  at  the  hearings.  Joseph,  as 
well  as  Playboy  head  Christie 
Hefner,  are  members  of  the 
Chicago-based  ACLU  board.) 

The  Chicago  Feminist  Ad-Hoc 
Pornography  Study  Group 
testified  against  obscenity  laws 
and  the  civil  rights  style  approach. 
Representing  an  organization  of 
women  actively  involved  in  issues 
of  violence  against  women, 
reproductive  rights,  women’s 
health,  unemployment  and  hous¬ 
ing,  the  group  stated,  “We  do  not 
believe  that  pornography  is  the 
cause  of  the  problems  women 
face,  nor  do  we  believe  that  pre¬ 
sent  or  future  statutory  restrictions 
on  pornography  will  be  the  solu¬ 
tion.”  The  group  also  argued  that 
targetting  sexually  explicit  images 
of  violence  against  women  deflects 
the  blame  from  men  who  commit 
actual  violence  to  images  produced 
by  a  misogynist  society. 


Calling  attention  to  the  broader 
concerns  of  so-called 
“pro-family”  advocates,  the  Ad- 
Hoc  group  claimed  that  efforts  to 
eliminate  pornography  are  part  of 
an  agenda  which  includes  “con¬ 
tinued  male  control  over  women’s 
lives  and  sexual  expression,  op¬ 
position  to  homosexuality, 
elimination  of  sex  education  for 
teens  and  children,  limited  access 
to  birth  control,  and  elimination 
of  legal  abortion.”  Speaking  for 
the  group,  Nettie  Sabin,  a  Chicago 
attorney  and  activist,  called  for  in¬ 
creased  availability  of  sex  educa¬ 
tion  and  positive  images  of  sexuali¬ 
ty  and  women  as  an  antidote  to 
sexual  violence  and  misogyny. 
Availability  of  such  images,  she 
argued,  would  most  likely  be 
limited  by  MacKinnon-type 
regulation.  Further,  she  stressed 
that  current  laws  against  sexual 
violence  and  battery  must  be 
vigorously  enforced  and 
strengthened  where  needed. 

Testimony  by  law  enforcement 
officials,  right-wing  and  religious 
groups,  and  “pornography  vic¬ 
tims”  led  to  a  confusing, 
moralistic  conflation  of  child  por¬ 
nography,  pedophilia,  adult  por¬ 
nography,  child  abuse,  homosex¬ 
uality  and  moral  degeneracy.  Por¬ 
nography  and  those  who  purchase 


or  view  it  were  described  as  “sex¬ 
ual  filth.”  Larry  Parrish,  former 
Assistant  U.S.  4  Attorney  from 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  counselled 
the  commission  that  “there  is  no 
room  for  obscenity  anywhere 
...  no  accommodation  for  any 
obscene  material.”  We  should 
not,  he  argued,  worry  about  peo¬ 
ple’s  ambiguous  rights  but  should 
“wipe  it  [pornography]  off  the 
face  of  the  earth.”  Witnesses 
showed  slides  of  confiscated  child 
pornography  and  told  of  child 
molesters.  Jeremey  Margolis,  In¬ 
spector  General  of  Illinois, 
testified  that  “pedophilia  is  the 
motivating  force  behind  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  child  pornography” 
and  that  there  is  an  “inexorable 
relationship  between  child  porn, 
disappearing  children  and  child 
sexual  abuse.  Joan  Weber,  Assis¬ 
tant  U.S.  Attorney  from  San 
Diego,  said  that  a  homosexual 
pedophile  needs  to  reorient  him¬ 
self  and  “come  to  terms  with  his 
sexual  fears  and  resentments 
toward  women.” 

Although  gay  and  lesbian  por¬ 
nography  was  not  directly  dis¬ 
cussed,  many  references  were 
made  over  the  course  of  the  two 
days  to  “normal”  sexual  relation¬ 
ships  and  “deviant”  sexually  ex¬ 
plicit  material.  Hinson  McAuliffe, 
Former  Solicitor  General  of 
Fulton  County,  Georgia,  testified 
that  investigators  went  into 
bookstores  to  purchase  porno¬ 


graphy  and  found  that  most  of  the 
patrons  were  “homosexuals.” 
(Nuisance  actions  were  brought 
against  the  patrons  after  in¬ 
vestigators  were  “solicited  for 
sex.”) 

Questions  from  commissioners 
aimed  at  demonstrating  a  connec¬ 
tion  between  availability  of  por¬ 
nography  and  the  level  of  violent 
criminal  activity  were  answered 
with  anecdotal  information  and 
not  based  on  any  systematic 
studies.  McAuliffe  testified  that 
after  prosecuting  only  two  cases, 
Atlanta  showed  its  first  drop  in 
rape  occurrences  in  over  ten  years. 
He  also  claimed  to  have  talked  to 
hundreds  of  men  who  said  they 
were  “revved  up”  by  pornography 
before  committing  crimes.  One 
former  judge  testified  that  prison 
inmates  often  decorate  their  cells 
with  sexually  explicit  images. 

Contributing  to  the  confusing 
plethora  of  issues  was  the  “victim 
testimony.”  Women  who  had 
been  abused  by  their  husbands  and 
fathers  argued  that  pornography 
had  been  the  motivation  for  this 
abuse.  Brenda  MacKillop,  an  ex- 
Playboy  bunny,  testified  that  por¬ 
nography  and  the  Playboy  philo¬ 
sophy  “enticed  me  to  throw  aside 
my  Judeo-Christian  ethics  of  no 
pre-marital  sex  and  no  adultery,  to 
practice  recreational  sex  with  no 
commitments.”  “I  emplore 
the . . .  commission  to  see  the  con¬ 


nection  between  sexual  promiscui¬ 
ty,  venereal  disease,  abortion, 
divorce,  homosexuality,  sexual 
abuse  of  chilren,  suicide,  drug 
abuse,  rape  and  prostitution  and 
pornography  and  its  philosophy 
that  permeates  our  society.” 

David  Techter,  from  the 
Chicago-based  Lewis  Carroll  Col¬ 
lectors  Guild,  publishers  of 
Wonderland ,  gave  examples  of 
legal  abuses  permissible  under  cur¬ 
rent  regulations,  including  the 
felony  conviction  of  David  Son- 
nenschein  in  Texas  for  photocopy¬ 
ing  a  “pornographic”  picture. 
(See  GCN  Vol.  12,  No.  47.) 
Techter  said  he  agreed  with  the 
“diagnosis  if  not  the  cure 
presented  by  the  feminist  move¬ 
ment”  and  called  for  adequate  sex 
education  and  instilling  a 
“healthy,  fulfilling  sexuality  in 
our  children.”  Techter  also  argued 
that  the  influence  of  organized 
crime  is  likely  is  likely  to  continue 
as  long  as  pornography  remains 
regulated. 

Playboy’s  Joseph  argued  that 
efforts  to  censor  pornography 
must  be  kept  in  an  historical 
perspective:  “Today  it  is  obsceni¬ 
ty,  yesterday  it  was  communist 
propaganda  and  the  day  before 
that  it  was  blasphemy  and 
heresy.”  “Censorship. .  .is  always 
looked  upon  as  a  solution  to  what 
is  perceived  at  the  time  as  a  social 
problem.” 


★  ★  STRENGTH  ★  ★ 

‘ 'from  the  inside  out ...  ” 

South  End  Gym 

1355-A  Washington  St.  #108 
Boston,  Ma.  02118 

451-3514 

★  ★SIZE^  ★ 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  D.M.D. 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  R.D.H. 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
617-353  1500 


FENWAV  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  Street 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02115  (617)  267-7573 

Open  Monday- Saturday  Appointment  necessary  -  evenings  available, 

located  between  Auditorium  and  Symphony  Green  Line  T  stops, 
one  block  west  of  Massachusetts  Awe.  at  Betklee  College  of  Music. 

RkTIENTCENTERED  HEALTH  CARE  IS  OUR  HALLMAJtK 
IbdUtty  •  General  Medicine  •  family  Planning  •  Wbmen’s  Health 
•  Geriatrics  •  Mental  Health  •  Sports  Medicine  •  Nutrition  • 

Minor  Surgery  •  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  •  Dermatology 

-  2 4- HOUR  ON-CALL  EMERGENCY  SERVICE 

-  OPEN  TO  ALL  REGARDLESS  OF  RESIDENCE 

-  REASONABLE  FEES/FAYMENT  PLANS 

-  MAJOR  INSURANCE  AND  VISA/MASTERCARD  ACCEPTED 


M  YEARS  OF  QUALITY  HEALTH  CARE  TO  BOSTON*  LESBIAN/CAY 
COMMUNITY  AND  BACK  BACK  1AY1FENWWY  STUDENT  A  ELDERLY  RESIDENTS 


WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Ward,  David  R.  Lund, 

Janice  Platner.  Barbara  J.  Macy 

•  Criminal  Defense 

•  Estate  Planning 

•  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Business  Representation 

•  Domestic  Relations 

•  Relationship  Agreements 

•  Discrimination 

•  Civil  Litigation 

•  Probate  of  Estates 

•  General  Practice  of  Law 

•  Defense  of  Drunk  Drivers 

4s.  1  Beacon  Street.  Suite  1  1 

22bb  Market  Street 

Boston.  MA  02115 

San  Francisco.  CA  94114  1 

617-266-0760 

(415)  b2b-4224 

REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 

Best  Auto  Mechanic 


J&S  Automotive 

277  Northampton  Street 

Boston 


It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage, 
but  there  are  all  these  weird  little 
things  about  it  Reggae  music  is 
blasting  away,  signs  for  political  and 
union  meetings  are  taped  up.  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and 
sometimes  it's  hard  to  find  anyone  in 
charge.  J&S  has  been  Boston's  hip- 
pest  garage  for  years  and  years  and 


for  the  last  few  years,  it's  also  been 
the  best.  Even  when  they  didn't  know 
how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up.  So. 
over  the  years,  they  kept  learning  new 
makes  and  new  techniques,  and  now 
can  repair  about  anything  Their 
speciality  is  still  the  prepollution 
equipment  on  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics  of 
reliability.  But  they're  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on 
the  antique  vehicles  for  the  movie 
"The  Brinks  Job." 


_ (Reprinted  from  Rea I  Paper.  "Best  of  Boston. "  Fall.  1980) 

BODY  WORK  TOO 
J&S  AUTOMOTIVE,  277  Northampton  St. 

One  Block  From  Mass.  A ve  Busline  267-0300 


COUM*£U#Q 
FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Couple  4  (Soup 

Counseling 

Call  247-4861,  ext  $8 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 
Sliding  Scale  Pea 
Health  Insurance  Aonaptep 


FENWAY 

COMMUNITY 

HEALTH 

CENTER 


New 

England 

Deaconess 

Hospital 


FENWAY  RESEARCH  STUDY 


The  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  in  cooperation  with  the  New 
England  Deaconess  Hospital  and  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  is 
now  conducting  a  sexual  practices  study  of  healthy  gay  males,  and 
bisexual  men  and  their  partners. 


The  life  styles  of  healthy  gay  and  bisexual  men  and  their  sexual  part¬ 
ners  are  being  compared  to  those  of  men  who  have  AIDS  and  AIDS- 
related  complex  (ARC). 


The  study  includes  a  complete  physical  examination,  a  questionnaire 
on  health  and  sexual  behavior  and  laboratory  tests  on  blood,  including 
immunilogic  testing,  all  provided  free  of  charge.  Test  results  will  be 
available  to  each  participant  if  requested. 


We  are  actively  seeking  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  patients 
and  their  partners  to  participate  in  this  study  two  times  per  year  for  ap¬ 
proximately  three  years.  All  data  are  strictly  confidential,  and  are  not 
part  of  the  Fenway  medical  records.  For  more  information,  please  call 
Martha  or  Julie  at  (61 7)  267-7573  during  clinic  hours  and  ask  about  the 
CDC  Study. 


People  with  AIDS/ARC  and  their  partners  are  being  enrolled,  exam¬ 
ined  and  tested  in  a  similar  fashion  free  of  charge  at  the  New  England 
Deaconess  Hospital.  For  more  information,  please  call  Janet  or  loan  at 
the  NEDH  732-9730.  J 
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One  Girl's  Story 

Why  We 

By  Sally  Jordan 

When  my  editor  called  me  about 
this  article,  her  first  words  were, 
“How  do  you  feel  about  Lily 
Tomlin?”  “Why,  I’m  in  love  with 
Lily  Tomlin,”  I  replied  promptly. 
In  fact,  among  the  lesbians  I 
know,  most  of  us  who  are  prone  to 
become  enamored  of  public 
figures  —  and  who  are  not  tennis 
fans  in  love  with  Martina  —  are  in 
love  with  Lily. 

Why  is  this,  some  of  you  not 
similarly  smitten  may  be  wonder¬ 
ing.  Well,  for  one  thing,  Lily’s 
cute  as  a  button.  Her  smile  alone 
can  make  strong  women  swoon. 
And  there’s  an  intensity  and  in¬ 
telligence  about  her  which  sets 
hearts  a-flutter.  She’s  also  graceful 
and  has  a  lovely  low  voice. 

Then  there’s  her  astounding 
talent.  I  remember  when  I  first  saw 
her  on  Laugh-In.  Her  Ernestine 
and  Edith  Ann  were  the  funniest 
things  I’d  ever  seen,  and  struck  me 
even  then  as  out  of  the  ordinary. 
The  only  women  comedians  I 
knew  about  were  people  like 
Phyllis  Diller  and  Joan  Rivers, 
who  stood  up  and  complained 
about  their  flat  chests  and  lack¬ 
luster  marriages.  Lily  was  splen¬ 
didly  different. 

So  about  four  years  ago  when 
her  one-woman  show.  Appearing 
Nitely,  came  to  Boston,  I  rushed  to 
see  it.  It  turned  out  to  be  the  most 
remarkable  piece  of  theater  I’d 
ever  seen.  Lily’s  ability  to  convey  a 
character  just  by  her  voice  and 
movements  —  no  costumes,  no 
makeup  —  was  almost  eerie.  She 
became  an  old  Black  woman,  a 
quadriplegic,  a  teenage  girl,  and  a 
male  lady-killer  manque,  among 
others,  all  so  perfectly  I  kept  pok¬ 
ing  my  companion  and  whisper- 


All  Love  Lily  Tomlin 


publicly  linked  with  a  man.  Even 
the  National  Enquirer  seems  to 
know  they  should  leave  her  alone. 
I  am  struck  by  how  often  (in  inter¬ 
views  with  magazines  like  Vogue 
and  Mademoiselle)  she  men¬ 
tions  Jane  Wagner  —  her  creative 
collaborationist,  to  extrapolate 
from  her  press  release.  She  speaks 
of  other  women  with  a  matter-of- 
fact  warmth  and  respect  that 
sound,  to  a  dyke,  reassuringly 
familiar. 

Lily’s  always  ready  to  support  a 
good  cause,  too.  I  doubt  many 
mainstream  performers  would  care 
to  be  associated  with,  or  do  benefits 
for,  groups  like  the  AIDS  Action 


Committee  (Sept.  5)  and  Women’s 
Action  for  Nuclear  Disarmament 
(Aug.  20),  as  Lily  is  doing  when 
she  comes  to  Boston  (Aug. 
17-Sept.  7).  And  I  certainly  doubt 
any  others  would  drop  off  at  gay 
and  lesbian  businessescoupons  of¬ 
fering  first  crack  at  buying  tickets 
the  morning  they  go  o'n  sale  to  the 
general  public,  as  Lily  is  also  do¬ 
ing.  It’s  nice  to  have  someone  ap¬ 
preciate  her  gay,  lesbian  and 
feminist  audiences,  rather  than 
repudiating  us  as  many  performers 
seem  to  do.  All  in  all,  Lily’s  one  in 
a  million.  I’m  proud  to  be  one  of 
the  many  who  sleeps  with  her  pic¬ 
ture  under  their  pillows. 


Lily  Tomlin:  intensity,  intelligence  and  talent 


ing,  “Yes,  that’s  exactly  right!” 
What  a  night.  As  I  drifted  starry- 
eyed  from  the  theater,  I  knew  I  was 
a  goner. 

Okay,  so  Lily  is  magnificently 
talented  and  extremely  cute  — 
even  these  facts  (my  hypothetical 
doubter  continues)  don’t  explain 
why  every  other  lesbian  is  nuts 
about  her.  Well,  hypothetical 


doubter,  how  many  mainstream 
entertainers  can  you  name  who  are 
so  publicly  woman-identified,  so 
probably  lesbian?  All  right,  there 
are  those  rumors  about  Olivia 
Newton-John.  But  she  got  mar¬ 
ried.  Maybe  Lily  hasn’t  written  a 
sensational  autobiography  like 
Martina,  but  she  has  never,  to  my 
knowledge,  allowed  herself  to  be 


Hiroshima 

Continued  from  page  I 


(survivors  of  the  Hiroshima  bomb¬ 
ing),  anti-war  activist  and  author 
Benjamin  Spock,  and  Black  peace 
activist  Linda  Thurston. 

The  speakers  evoked  the  horror 
of  Hiroshima’s  destruction,  the 
costs  —  in  American  lives  and 
social  services  —  of  Reagan’s 
military  build-up,  and  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  activism  in  changing 


government  policy.  An  evening 
program  entitled  “From 
Hiroshima  to  Star  Wars”  capped 
off  the  commemoration  on 
August  7.  Approximately  350  peo¬ 
ple  attended.  Speakers  included 
the  Hibakusha  and  Boston’s  Black 
Rainbow  Coalition  activist  Mel 
King,  among  others. 


Linda  Thurston  of  Jobs  with  Peace 


.  160  Bradford  Street  •  Provincetown,  MA  02657  •  61 7-487-2283 
Ms.  Mike  Wright,  Innkeeper 


Dollar  Rent  a  Car 

Compare  &  Save 

Discover  the  Dollar  Difference 

Dollar  offers: 

•  Insurance  Replacement 

•  Unlimited  mileage 

•  Low,  low  rates 

•  Free  drop  offs  with  this  ad 

Located  at  39  Dalton  Street 
Back  Bay 

and  40  convenient  locations,  including: 
Provincetown  Hyannis  Falmouth 

Call  523  5098  for  details 


10%  OFF  WITH  THIS  AD—g 

Printing  131 

(formerly  Copy  Cellar) 

Printing 
Copying 
Typesetting 

131  Charles  St. 

Boston 

(617)723-5130 

•  Mon.-Fri.  9-7,  Sat.  11-4 
Open  Evenings  and  Saturdays 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GA  Y  COMMUNITY  SINCE  19/3 
Accommodations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores.  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  group:,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc  .  etc  .  etc.  (area  codes  &  zip  codgs  loo! ) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $3.50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas. 
N  &  S.  Carolina,  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana.  Mississippi.  Missouri.  New 
Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto  Rico.  Tennessee. 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50;  Connecticut. 
Delaware.  District  ol  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland. 
Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  Rhode  Island,  Vermont.  W  Virginia 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  lor  men 
$20;  The  rest  of  the  world  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada,  men's  coverage  only 

Ronaisunca  House,  Box  292GCN  VNage  Station, 
NY.  NY  10014  212-9297720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  for  further 
information,  send  stamped  self-addressed 
business-size  envelope  Hum  contact  ua  far 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  Irani  dad 
Day  Books,  648A  Tonga  St. .  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y 
2A6  416-961-4161  (clack  lor  prices). 

Ask  «  about  Geyokow  Pages  on  maing  labels! 


place 

32  RUTLAND  STREET 
BOSTON  MASSACHUSETTS  02118 


Hotline 

267-9150 


•Crisis  Intervention 
•Information  &  Referrals 


•Alcohol  &  Drug  Problems 
•Stress  &  Depression/Suicide 
•Sexuality 
•Battering/Rape 
•Homelessness 
•Drop-In  Center 


Place  is  seeking  volunteers 
Use  your  life  experiences  as  tools  for 
helping  others.  We  provide  training, 
supervision,  and  a  supportive 
community  in  which  to  learn,  develop 
and  practice  counseling  skills. 

Cell  PLACE  262-3740 


Central  American 
Education  Fund,  Inc. 

SPANISH  LANGUAGE  PROGRAM 
courses  through  the  year 

FALL  TERM 

Spanish  01-  Intensive  Beginners 
Spanish  02  -  Intensive  Adv.  Beginners 
Spanish  03  -  Intensive  Intermediate 
Spanish  03b  -  Applied  Grammar  Workshop 
Spanish  04  -  Advanced  Oral  Skills 
Spanish  05  -  Intro  Cent.  Amer.  Course 

For  brochure  8c  registration  form,  and  schedule  call 

492-8699  . 

1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA  02138 


CASA 


TICaryarei  TIC.  Sap  re 

insurance  TQyency 

Independent  Insurance  Agent  Welcoming 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community,  for  all  types  of  insurance 

•  Same  Day  Plate  Service  / — 5TS. 

•  Low  Down  Payments  ( •  Open  Mon.-Fri.:  9-7  PM 

•  Notary  Public 

277-81 87  697  Washington  Street;  Brookline  (Near  Beacon) 
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Sex  &  State,  History  &  Action,  Theory  &  Life 


Gay  Asians  of  Toronto’s  “ Celebrasian  ’ 85 ” 

IGA  Smashes  Borders 


(above  left)  Kenn  Quayle,  member 
of  the  IGA  conference  steering 
committee,  one  of  hundreds  of 
volunteers  who  worked  for  over  six 
months  planning  the  conference 


(right)  Peruvian 
Jitouya 


delegate  Nelly 


SMASHING  BORDERS  -  OPENING  SPACES 


IGA  SEVENTH  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 
June  30  -  July  7, 1985 


IGA  Meets  in  Toronto 

by  Brian  Eric  Quinby 

It  was  faggotry  and  dykedom  on  an  international  scale  as  some  600  delegates 
representing  38  gay  and  lesbian  organizations  from  14  countries  attended  the  Seventh 
Annual  Confernece  of  the  International  Gay  Association  (IGA).  Held  in  Toronto  in 
early  July,  the  week-long  meeting  blended  politics  and  networking  as  delegates  shared 
common  problems,  strategies,  and  solutions. 

The  meeting,  the  second  ever  held  in  North  America,  was  the  result  of  a  six-month 
effort  by  a  large  group  of  volunteers  from  Canada’s  largest  city.  Organizers  hoped 
having  the  conference  in  Canada  would  attract  more  attention  to  IGA  from  North 
American  gay  and  lesbian  organizations.  However,  only  about  50  of  those  present 
were  from  the  United  States  and  only  the  North  American  Man  Boy  Love  Association 
(NAMBLA),  an  IGA  member  since  1984,  sent  a  full  delegation.  A  representative  of  the 
National  Gay  Task  Force  attended  for  a  single  day,  and  observers  from  Men  of  All 
Colors  Together  (New  York)  and  the  National  Coalition  of  Black  Gays  participated. 

Much  of  the  major  conference  busincess  concerned  the  United  States  particularly. 
Delegates  from  Norway  and  New  Zealand  denounced  the  United  States  for  the  “ex¬ 
portation  of  moral  imperialism.”  In  Norway,  monies  raised  in  the  United  States  by  a 
fundamentalist  Christian  minister  are  being  used  to  fund  radio  stations  which  broad¬ 
cast  anti-gay  hate  messages.  Although  local  gay  groups  have  pressured  the  Norwegian 
government  to  revoke  the  minister’s  broadcasting  license,  and  a  court  case  is  pending, 
Norwegian  delegates  were  not  optimistic  that  the  government  will  act  in  favor  of  gay 
men  and  lesbians. 

In  New  Zealand,  where  a  gay  rights  bill  is  pending  before  Parliament,  the  Salva¬ 
tion  Army  is  leading  a  campaign  to  keep  homosexuality  illegal.  The  bill  would 
decriminalize  homosexual  acts  —  which  now  carry  a  minimum  sentence  of  seven  years 
—  and  equalize  the  age  of  consent  at  16.  Lesbian  activist  Alison  Laurie  charged  that 
“dimes  and  dollars  put  in  the  soup  kettles  at  Christmas  time  in  the  States  are  paying  the 
Army’s  way  in  New  Zealand.” 

In  a  country  with  a  population  of  only  three  million,  the  Salvation  Army  has  col¬ 
lected  nearly  one  million  signatures  against  the  gay  rights  bill.  According  to  Laurie, 
“coercion  in  the  [signature]  collection  has  not  been  uncommon.”  Other  legislation 
pending  in  New  Zealand  calls  for  the  death  penalty  for  homosexual  offenses  and,  in 
another  bill,  for  the  quarantine  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  on  a  small  volcanic  island  off 
New  Zealand’s  coast,  which,  says  Laurie,  “has  no  natural  water  supply.”  Con- 
ferencegoers  called  upon  U.S.  members  of  IGA  to  oppose  attempts  to  export  right- 
wing  attitudes  being  foisted  on  other  parts  of  the  world. 

Latin  American  delegates  from  Peru  and  Brazil  failed  to  gain  enough  support  for 
a  resolution  condemning  the  United  States  for  interference  and  intervention  in  Central 
America.  Charging  that  “this  is  not  a  gay  issue,”  Northern  Europeans  effectively 
blocked  its  passage.  According  to  IGA  by-laws,  an  80%  affirmative  vote  is  required 
for  “consensus.”  A  final  protest  vote  saw  only  half  of  the  delegates  voting  for  the 
resolution. 

In  another  resolution  the  IGA  denounced  Massachusetts  Governor  Michael 
Dukakis  for  his  “unwarranted  bigotry”  in  his  handling  of  the  foster  parenting  crisis. 
Citing  the  governor’s  political  ambitions,  the  conference  called  upon  member 
organizations  to  protest  Dukakis’  actions. 

In  a  final  bit  of  business,  the  IGA  voted  to  move  the  Action  Secretariat  to  Mon¬ 
treal.  One  of  the  four  standing  branches  of  IGA,  the  Action  Secretariat  is  empowered 
to  act  as  needed  on  behalf  of  the  organization. 

International  politics  were  not  the  only  focus  of  the  delegates’  attention.  A  full 
schedule  of  workshops  and  symposia  was  available  to  conferencegoers,  along  with 
videos  screened  each  afternoon.  Among  those  shown  was  Framed  Youth ,  made  by  the 
London  (UK)  Gay  Teenage  Group.  Growing  up  gay  was  examined  and  poignantly 
described  in  a  brutally  frank  manner  by  this  brave  group  of  youths. 

In  a  challenge  to  censorship  laws  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  none  of  the  videos 
was  screened  in  advance  as  required  by  the  Ontario  Film  Board.  “We’re  hoping  to  pick 
a  fight,”  said  one  conference  organizer.  The  conference,  however,  went  unmolested 
by  authorities  as  well  as  unreported  in  the  local  press. 

The  Eighth  Conference  will  be  held  in  July,  1986,  in  Copenhagen,  Denmark. 


by  Lisa  Duggan 

The  International  Lesbian  and  Gay  History  Con¬ 
ference  held  in  Toronto  July  3  to  July  6  —  Sex  and  the 
State:  Their  Laws,  Our  Lives  —  highlighted  the  stun¬ 
ning  growth  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  history  movement 
over  the  past  few  years.  More  than  250  registrants 
from  the  U.S.,  Canada  and  Quebec,  Brazil,  England, 
the  Netherlands,  New  Zealand,  Australia,  and  Ger¬ 
many  were  confronted  with  four  jam-packed  days  of¬ 
fering  over  50  individual  presentations  and  at  least  ten 
slide  shows.  The  conference  was  dramatically  larger 
and  more  diverse  than  the  last  North  American  con¬ 
ference,  Wilde  '82,  also  held  in  Toronto. 

The  history  conference  was  held  in  conjunction 
with  the  International  Gay  Association  conference, 
and  was  originally  set  in  motion  by  IGA  organizers. 
The  ad  hoc  committee  which  organized  the  con¬ 
ference  intended  it  to  focus  on  ways  state  institutions 
have  regulated  and  restricted  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
and  on  the  ways  such  regulation  has  been  resisted;  the 
actual  content  of  the  conference  greatly  overwhelmed 
the  planned  focus,  however.  Though  there  were 
panels  and  presentations  which  addressed  legal  issues 
and  state  repression,  the  range  of  topics  covered  re¬ 
flected  the  full  range  of  recent  work  in  lesbian  and  gay 
history,  rather  than  a  sustained  treatment  of  the  con¬ 
ference  theme. 

Women  comprised  35  to  40  percent  of  conference 
registrants  and  workshop  leaders.  The  Buffalo  Oral 
History  Project,  represented  by  Madeleine  Davis  and 
Liz  Kennedy,  reviewed  their  research  on  serial 
monogamy  in  the  Buffalo  lesbian  community  of  the 
1940s  and  1950s  —  a  report  that  was  alternately  poig¬ 
nant  and  hilarious.  The  butch-fem  roundtable  chaired 
by  Amber  Hollibaugh  also  sparked  strong  interest  and 
extended  audience  discussion. 

Though  there  were  no  participants  from  Africa, 
Asia,  or  Latin  America,  there  was  a  small  contingent  of 
people  of  color,  primarily  from  the  U.S.  June  Chan  of 
Asian  Lesbians  of  the  East  Coast  shared  recent  re¬ 
search  on  the  history  of  Asian  lesbians.  Jewelle  Gomez 
talked  about  the  lives  of  lesbians  during  the  Harlem 
Renaissance  in  New  York  City.  Alan  Li  of  Gay  Asians 
of  Toronto  spoke  on  homosexuality  in  China.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  some  white  researchers  presented  work  on  peo¬ 
ple  of  color  and/or  third  world  issues  —  Eric  Garber 
showed  his  slide  show,  "Tain't  Nobody's  Bizness:  Gay 
Life  in  the  Harlem  Renaissance,”  Walter  Williams 
reported  on  the  American  Indian  tradition  of  ber- 
dache,  and  Ian  Lumsden  discussed  gay  life  in  Costa 
Rica,  Nicaragua,  and  Cuba. 

Reflecting  the  continuing  concern  among  lesbian 
and  gay  historians  about  the  role  of  medical  and 
psychiatric  ideology  in  defining  our  identities,  there 
were  several  presentations  on  sexology,  psychiatry, 
and  the  social  sciences.  Jeffrey  Weeks  spoke  on  Michel 
Foucault  and  the  critique  of  sexology.  Alan  Bray  dis¬ 
cussed  new  discoveries  about  the  early  modern 
period.  Others  debated  the  uses  and  limits  of  the 
"social  construction  of  gay  identity"  framework  as  it 
is  currently  being  used  by  lesbian  and  gay  historians. 

The  current  anti-gay  backlash  being  experienced 
in  Anglo-American  countries  prompted  commentary 
on  sex  scandals,  moral  panics,  and  witchhunts  in 
previous  eras.  David  Cameron  spoke  about  a  1914  sex 
scandal  involving  gay  men  in  Long  Beach,  California. 
Robert  K.  Martin  discussed  the  1950s  pornography 
raid  on  Smith  College.  George  Chauncy,  Jr.  explained 
how  a  national  panic  over  child  abuse  in  the  post- 
World  War  II  U.S.  led  to  intense  persecution  of  gay 
men.  Several  lesbians,  including  Joan  Nestle  and  Debi 
Brock,  outlined  links  between  the  regulation  and 
persecution  of  prostitutes  and  the  fate  of  lesbians. 
David  Thorstad  provided  a  historical  overview  of 
man/boy  love,  and  a  NAMBLA-sponsored  videotape 
about  the  present  persecution  of  boy  lovers, 
"Welcome  to  the  Witchhunt,"  was  screened  in  a  stan¬ 
ding-room-only  audio-visual  space. 

The  connection  between  the  work  of  historians 
and  current  political  struggles  involving  the  lesjbian 
and  gay  communities  was  addressed  repeatedly.  In  a 
workshop  organized  by  historian  Jonathan  Katz  and 
attorney  Thomas  Stoddard,  the  uses  of  history  in  gay 
legal  battles  were  discussed.  In  several  cases,  lesbian 
and  gay  historians  have  already  been  contributing  to 
legal  battles:  Allan  Berube  showed  his  slide  show, 
"Resorts  for  Sex  Perverts,"/ to  lawyers  and  judges  in 
San  Francisco  recently  in  order  to  help  forestall  the 
closing  of  gay  bath  houses  there  in  the  midst  of  the 
AIDS  panic.  John  D' Emilio  has  also  contributed  a 
historical  section  to  a  legal  brief  challenging  the  Texas 
sodomy  law.  The  final  conference  panel,  on  the  uses  of 


history  in  contemporary  struggles,  extended  this 
discussion  to  the  value  of  historical  consciousness,  and 
the  uses  (and  limits)  of  historical  argument  in  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  movement. 

In  addition  to  the  overwhelming  number  of 
scheduled  presentations,  an  intense  level  of  informal 
exchange  flourished.  All  slide  presentations  and  films 
at  the  conference  were  a  part  of  the  "Days  of  Re¬ 
sistance"  to  the  Censor  Board  in  Toronto.  Lesbians, 
gay  men,  and  feminists  in  Toronto  have  organized  a 
coalition  of  resistance  to  the  Censor  Board  of  Ontario, 
which  requires  a  pre-public  screening  of  all  visual 
materials.  None  of  those  viewed  at  the  conference  was 
submitted  to  the  Board.  Conference  participants  also 
discussed  the  seizure  of  gay  and  lesbian  books  in  Great 
Britain,  a  Moral  Majority-backed  campaign  to  defeat 
homosexual  law  reform  in  New  Zealand,  and  an 
obscenity  bust  of  a  local  feminist  bookstore  for 
displaying  a  dildo-like  art  object  in  the  window. 

One  particular  topic  of  casual  conversation  reap¬ 
peared  repeatedly  at  dinner  tables  and  parties  —  is 


changing  its  name  to  the  Non-Straight  Student  Union, 
many  formerly  rational  and  tolerant  historians  went 
berserk.  Local  Torontonians  related  with  some  angst 
that  a  large  body  of  "punk'  -identified  young  people  in 
the  area  had  gay  sex  but  did  not  adopt  gay  identities, 
and  were  known  locally  as  "trendoids."  In  small 
knots,  historians  from  everywhere  could  be  overheard 
debating  whether  "deconstructing"  gay  identity  was 
progressive  —  a  part  of  our  desired  rejection  of  gender 
fetishism  —  or  reactionary  —  a  collapse  in  the  face  of 
conservative  backlash  and  a  very  un-"deconstructed" 
heterosexuality. 

The  conference  had  its  share  of  problems  as  well. 
Most  obviously,  the  opportunity  to  closely  consider 
the  questions  raised  by  the  conference  theme,  or  to 
carefully  examine  the  direction  of  gay  research,  just 
did  not  materialize.  And  even  with  the  heavy  volume 
of  material,  the  conference  was  not  really  "interna¬ 
tional."  Lacking  the  funding  to  do  effective  outreach 
overseas,  the  conference  was  almost  entirely  Anglo- 
American  oriented.  Also,  conference  scheduling  fre- 


"gay  identity"  as  we  know  it  changing?  When  Walter  quently  left  boys'  events  and  girls'  events  competing. 
Williams  of  USC  announced  at  a  workshop  that  the  This  division  was  artificial  and  frustrating,  especially 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Student  U nion  there  was  considering  ~  Continued  on  page  10 


Sexless  Statements 


by  Charley  Shively 

In  Toronto  between  June  30  and  July  7,  three 
simultaneous  programs  unfolded:  Toronto's  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Pride  Week,  the  International  Gay  Associa¬ 
tion's  Seventh  Annual  Meeting,  and  the  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  History  Conference.  While  I  attended  some  parts 
of  each  event.  I'm  mainly  going  to  report  the  gay  male 
history  segment. 

Despite  the  title  "Sex  and  the  State:  Their  Laws, 
Our  Lives,"  very  little  was  said  about  sex  and  less 
about  the  state.  The  program  declared  that  "Moving 
beyond  the  'great  queers  of  history'  approach  —  the 
assumption  of  an  unchanging  homosexual  minority 
that  has  been  around  since  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  — 
the  new  lesbian  and  gay  history  has  begun  to  discover 
how  our  sexualities  and  identities  are  the  results  of 
social  and  historical  changes  and  struggles.  Inspired 
by  the.  new  feminist  and  Black  histories,  we  are 
transforming  what  history  is  all  about."  To  talk  about 
a  "new"  lesbian/gay  history  is  quite  redundant 
because  there  is  really  no  "old' '  history.  James  Harvey 
Robinson's  The  New  History  ( 1912)  popularized  the  no¬ 
tion  of  a  "new"  history.  Robinson's  new  history  was 
directed  against  the  old  histories  of  the  wars  and 
politics  of  the  nation-state.  With  the  exception  of  a 
group  in  Brooklyn  who  call  for  our  reclaiming  a 
homeland  in  Sodom,  few  lesbian/gay  historians  have 
addressed  the  dilemma  —  or  perhaps  delight  —  that 
we  have  no  nation-state  of  our  own. 


one's  own  sex  life  could  be  laughed  away.  The  notion 
that  the  personal  was  political  could  be  happily  ig¬ 
nored. 

The  "personal”  questions  were  sorted  into  the 
IGA  workshops:  age,  fatness,  impotence,  death,  in¬ 
cest,  jealousy,  censorship,  youth,  housing,  coming 
out,  working  class,  Black,  Jewish,  Asian,  inter-racial, 
inter-generational,  disabled,  and  other  sexual 
"minorities."  Siong  Huat  Chua  in  an  IGA  workshop  — 
"The  Concept  of  Minority  and  its  Impact  on  Third 
World  Gays"  —  effectively  argued  against  the  idea  of 
"minority"  as  anything  more  than  a  form  of  aggres¬ 
sion  by  people  claiming  a  legitimacy  not  inherently 
their  own.  Thus,  women  in  the  United  States  or  Blacks 
in  South  African  are  often  classified  as  "minorities." 
Insofar  as  these  so-called  "minorities"  were  sexual, 
they  were  excluded  from  history  both  in  life  and  in 
thought. 

Those  who  have  argued  for  the  importance  of  sex 
in  history  have  been  labeled  "essentialists."  Those 
cleaner  persons  who  avoid  sex  or  keep  it  clean  call 
themselves  "constructionists.”  Currently  almost 
everyone  is  a  "constructionist"  —  in  the  sense  that  we 
believe  our  sex  comes  not  from  god  but  from  history. 
But  what  the  so-called  "constructionists"  soft-pedal  is 
that  their  ideas  of  the  temporal  nature  of  our  sex¬ 
ualities  must  be  applied  to  us  as  historians.  Thus, 
Charles  Beard  in  his  famous  address  before  the 


Having  no  nation  of  our  own,  should  we  then  American  Historian  Association,  "History  as  an  Act  of 


claim  the  one  held  by  the  heterosexuals?  Here  the  im¬ 
plicit  answer  of  all  three  events  seemed  to  be  a  sub¬ 
merged  "Yes!"  Seldom  in  the  conference  was  the  state 
itself  held_  up  to  close  scrutiny.  Most  of  the  con¬ 
ference  speakers  were  liberals  who  believed  in  the 
beneficence  of  the  state,  which  only  needs  some  in¬ 
terior  redecorations.  Abolish  the  anti-homosexual 
laws  and  everything  would  be  fine.  The  Marxists  de¬ 
fined  capitalists  as  the  primary  enemy  and  conse¬ 
quently  urged  that  campaigns  against  current  state 
laws  are  only  a  secondary  struggle.  But  they  too 
believed  in  the  state  once  it  was  transformed  by 
workers'  power.  Completely  excluded  from  this 
debate  were  the  anarchists  who  argue  that  the  state 
itself  is  our  great  enemy. 

If  the  State  occupied  a  privileged  position  of  unex¬ 
amined  acceptance  at  the  conference,  sex  suffered 
many  blows.  Foucault's  History  of  Sexuality  has  had  an 
unchallenged  position  because  no  one  has  struggled  so 
persuasively  with  the  theoretical  issues  of  sex  and 


Faith,"  explained  that  our  history  is  a  part  of  our  life, 
the  two  cannot  be  separated.  The  personal  is  historical; 
the  sexual  is  historical. 

The  nuermous  slideshows  as  well  as  the  screening 
and  discussion  of  Before  Stonewall,  all  brought  out  the 
problems  of  our  history  being  a  community  resource 
and  the  responsibilities  of  the  historian  to  present  a 
living  and  true  story  of  the  past.  All  of  these  visual  im-. 
ages  were  super-clean;  with  the  exception  of  Tom 
Waugh's  '50s  expose,  "Fifties'  Physique  Mags,"  nary 
a  genital  area  appeared  exposed.  Even  kissing  was  rare 
and  penetration  never  occurred.  Such  an  inhibited 
visual  standard  went  largely  unquestioned.  Such 
phobias  against  the  genitalia  were  not  present  in  an¬ 
cient  Greece  or  in  many  third  worldrultures.  Such  an 
historical  anomaly  might  have  been  clarified  for  the 
historians  by  the  IGA  workshop  on  censorship  as  well 
as  the  Toronto  Gay  Pride  presentation  of  a  "Wet  & 
Hard"  erotica  show.  Our  vision  and  our  expressions 
have  been  forced  into  a  narrow  and  sterile  form  of  sex¬ 
less  statements  because  the  various  laws  of  the  state 


history.  Foucault  was  a  Hegelian  who  tried  to  under¬ 
stand  history  in  its  totality;  in  this  theory  everything  dictate  what  we  can  say  and  show. 

was  a  construct  of  history,  which  was  itself  a  con-  George  Smith,  in  his  presentation  "Overturning 
struct.  Foucault  effectively  demolished  —  or  to  use  State's  Evidence,"  critiqued  "the  tendency  of  some 
current  jargon,  "deconstructed"  —  sexuality  as  an  in-  gay  historians  to  give  a  factual  reading  to  documents 
dependent  entity.  Many  lesbian  and  gay  historians  created  by  a  ruling  apparatus  as  historical  data." 
have  been  delighted  to  abandon  our  sexual  identifica-  Smith  talked  about  our  right  to  privacy,  but  I  wanted 
tion  That  identification  is  not  only  criminalized,  but  to  demand  a  right  to  publicity.  We  have  accepted  a  bad 
for  some  embarrassing  and  humiliating.  Thus  for  bargain  that  gay  men  can  be  allowed  to  exist  as  long  as 
historians -including  Foucault  himself -most  of  the  we  don't  display  or  articulate  butt  fucking,  cock- 
issues  raised  during  the  '60s  about  sexuality  could  be  sucking,  or  even  mutual  masturbation, 
swept  aside.  In  particular,  any  obligation  to  talk  about  _ Continued  on  page  10 


By  S.  H.  Chua 

Celebrasian,  the  annual  cultural  show  of  Gay  Asians  of  Toronto  (GAT)  has 
become  an  event  anticiapted  by  the  Toronto  gay  and  lesbian  community.  Now  in  its 
third  year,  it  is  both  a  showcase  of  local  talent  —  Cantonese  song  fests.  Eastern  drag 
extravaganza  —  and  a  celebration  of  community  energy  and  cooperation  among 
GAT  members.  This  year,  Celebrasian  ’85  provided  the  closing  event  for  the  week- 
long  IGA  conference.  It  was  also  the  culmination  of  the  many  events  organized  by 
GAT,  and  particularly  its  chairperson,  Alan  Li,  on  behalf  of  the  IGA  and  the  Sex  and 
the  State  history  conference.  These  included  workshops  on  racism,  interracial  rela¬ 
tionships,  Third  World  networking,  and  Chinese  gay  history  as  well  as  a  reception 
and  party  for  the  conference  delegates. 

While  the  performers  in  previous  years  had  been  exclusively  GAT  members,  this 
year’s  event,  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  internationalism,  drew  together  diverse 
talents  from  throughout  Canada  and  the  U.S. A.  The  wide  spectrum  of  talents  and 
personalities  was  impressive,  ranging  from  gay  male  nuns  to  tied  and  dyed  post¬ 
punks,  European  classical  musicians  to  Chinese  classical  dancers,  Black  singers,  white 
actors,  Filipino  performers,  Chinese  lesbian  performance  artists  and  a  Cantonese 
operetta  female  impressionist.  The  amalgamation  of  types,  colors  and  sensibilities  not 
only  spoke  volumes  about  the  diversity  of  the  modern  gay  lesbian  communities  in 
North  America  but  was  cogent  testimony  to  the  real  possibility  of  cooperation  and 
community  often  spoken  of  rhetorically,  but  here  dramatically  realized  in  colorful 
pride  and  gaiety. 

Celebrasian  ’85  came  in  two  segments:  a  variety  show  featuring  many  diverse 
performers  and  performance  styles,  and  a  play,  “Smashing  Borders,”  written  by 
playwright  W.S.  Choy  specially  for  this  event.  The  evening  kicked  off  with  a 
singalong  with  the  Toronto  Sisters  of  Perpetual  Indulgence  in  full  habit.  With  the 
audience  warmed  up,  other  performances  followed  quickly  —  a  classical  trio  compris¬ 
ing  Asian  and  white  members  of  the  local  M.C.C.,  local  singers  David  Sereda  and 
Faith  Nolan,  and  renditions  of  Cantonese  pop  by  Alan  Li  and  Howard  Liu.  Two 
members  of  the  Asian  Lesbians  of  the  East  Coast,  a  New  York  group  performed  two 
amusing  skits  —  the  first,  a  bad-pick-up-night-at-the-bar  routine  replete  with  familiar 
“Do  You  Speak  English”  lines,  and  the  second,  a  hysterical  coming-out  to  Mama 
number,  where  mama  responds  in  Cantonese  to  attempts  by  her  daughter  to  talk 
about  her  schoolmate  and  lover  with  such  lines  as:  “Oh,  Marina?  She  seems  like  a 
dutiful  daughter.”  Psychological  Freaks  and  Social  Misfits,  a  youth  theater  troupe 
comprising  assorted  punk-identified  and  attired  young  men  and  women  performed  a 
series  of  sketches,  which  though  spare  in  words  and  staging  managed  to  portray  suc¬ 
cinctly  the  institutional  forces  —  school,  psychiatry,  police  —  that  inculcate  confor¬ 
mity  and  enforce  heterosexuality  in  gay  youth.  Its  politics  were  right-on,  the  produc¬ 
tion  entertaining  without  being  didactic.  * 

One  high  point  of  the  first  half  was  a  classical  Chinese  dance,  the  Drunken 
Swordsman,  performed  by  Happy  Wing,  a  foreign  student  recently  arrived  in  Toron¬ 
to  from  Beijing.  With  virtuosity  and  technical  grace,  Wing  brought  his  own  sense  of 
pathos  to  this  dance  of  conflicting  passions  —  the  story  of  the  legendary  Chinese  war¬ 
rior  driven  to  drink  as  he  struggles  with  his  traditional  loyalty  to  the  Emperor  versus 
his  own  sense  of  justice  and  feelings  of  rebellion  against  Imperial  wrongdoings.  David 
Ng,  originally  of  Malaysia,  and  now  representing  Fredericton  Lesbians  and  Gays, 
may  not  have  had  Wing’s  classical  training,  but  his  impersonation  of  the  Lychee  girl 
from  the  Cantonese  Operetta  of  the  same  name,  complete  with  lip  synch  and  coy 
glances,  displayed  all  the  dedication  of  a  true  fan  of  the  genre.  Many  in  the  audience 
may  not  have  been  familiar  with  accurately  executed  operatic  styles  but  the  affec¬ 
tionate  irony  of  the  movements,  the  camp  and  humor  struck  a  responsive  chord.  Ng 
may  well  have  been  the  evening’s  most  popular  act. 

The  GAT  dance  performance  that  followed  struck  yet  another  contrasting  note. 
Eight  Asian  men  carrying  pom-poms  replete  with  flowing  tails,  moved  together 
through  a  variety  of  floral  configurations,  weaving  petals  and  leaves  with  their  arms 
and  bodies.  While  these  movements  are  traditionally  associated  with  female  dancers, 
the  men  here  chose  to  play  it  without  camp  of  irony,  just  graceful,  delicate 
movements  performed  by  gay  men.  By  redefining  the  traditional  gender-bound 
nature  of  the  dance,  the  GAT  dancers  have  taken  over  and  created  something  new. 
^ _  Continued  on  page  10 
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Siong-Huat  Chua  of  Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  and  Lesbians  conducting  a  workshop:  “Concepts  of 
Minority  and  Its  Cultural  Impact” 
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The  performance  was  un¬ 
mistakably  male  and  gay.  The 
rousing  lion  dance  that  capped 
their  performance  provided  the 
right  touch  of  “yang”  without 
destroying  the  distinct  feel  of 
something  gay,  Asian  and  new. 

The  pl^y,  Smashing  Borders, 
which  made  up  the  second  half  of 
Celebrasian,  comprised  a  collage 
of  short  skits  meant  to  illustrate 
the  various  social,  cultural 
“borders”  within  which  gay  men 
and  lesbians  of  all  nationalities  are 
imprisoned.  Mostly  confessional 
in  tone,  the  skits  consisted 
primarily  of  the  actors’  narrating 
stories:  tales  of  police  entrapment, 
rejection  by  families  and  friends, 
rejection  during  cruising.  The 
sketches  which  had  particular 


things  to  say  about  “racial 
borders”  were  especially  effective. 
The  camaraderie  among  three  men 
cruising  in  a  bar  is  broken  when 
the  white  men  go  home  together, 
leaving  the  Asian  behind.  A  white 
gay  man  recalls  the  time  in  high 
school  when  he  played  Juliet  op¬ 
posite  a  Romeo  portrayed  by  a 
Pakistani  student;  both  are  ridicul¬ 
ed  yet  together  make  connections 
about  their  particular  oppressions. 
A  tough,  streetwise  hustler  raps  ef¬ 
fectively  in  English,  Indonesian 
and  Chinese  —  to  convey  the 
universality  of  the  street  hustler’s 
scene.  Except  for  a  few  of  the  skits 
which  attempted  too  much  in  too 
short  a  scene,  the  production  and 
the  staging  were  innovative  and 
entertaining.  The  players  were 


Theory  &  Life 
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because  the  lesbian  and  gay  history 
movement  is  one  of  the  most  strik¬ 
ingly  gender-integrated  wings  of 
the  movement  overall.  For  in¬ 
stance,  the  theoretical  afternoon, 
at  which  male  speakers 
predominated,  was  scheduled  op¬ 
posite  a  series  of  panels  on  third 
world  lesbians.  Yet  one  of  the  ma¬ 
jor  criticisms  levelled  at  the  theory 
panels  was  that  our  theory  over¬ 
represents  the  experience  of  white 
Western  men  —  a  pattern  which  is 
not  likely  to  improve  with  the 
women  of  color  panels  set  up 
across  the  hall. 

There  were  some  tensions  at  the 
conference  between  the  IGA 
organizers  and  the  historians, 
because  few  historians  attended 
IGA  events,  though  IGA 
registrants  attended  many  history 
panels.  This  tension  was  further 
exacerbated  because  most  of  the 
historians  were  from  the  U.S.,  and 
the  U.S.  gay  movement  has  tended 
to  ignore  the  IGA  in  the  past. 
Some  IGA  organizers  accused  the 
historians  of  academic  elitism  or 
American  snobbery.  Historians 
responded  that  most  were  not 


academics,  but  grassroots  activist- 
historians. 

A  few  conference  participants 
were  also  frustrated  by  what  they 
saw  as  the  dominance  of  the 
“social  construction”  view  among 
conference  registrants.  Wayne 
Dynes  read  a  statement  at  one  of 
the  last  panels  criticizing  the 
organizers  for  overrepresenting 
that  viewpoint,  and  lambasting 
presenters  for  Foucault-inspired 
babble.  Organizers  responded  that 
presenters  were  not  selected  based 
on  theoretical  viewpoint  —  all 
those  with  material  to  present  were 
accommodated. 

The  conference  ended  with  the 
initiation  of  severed  continuing 
projects:  an  International  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Archives, 
a  Gay  and  Lesbian  Studies  Inter¬ 
national  Association  (GALSIA), 
and  a  Canadian  Lesbian  and  Gay 
History  Network.  Conference 
organizers  also  hope  to  complete  a 
making  soon  to  all  registrants,  ask¬ 
ing  for  suggestions  which  may  be 
useful  to  future  conference 
organizers. 


CELEBRASIAN  85 


multi-ethnic  Chinese,  Indonesian, 
Filipino,  white  Canadian, 
Jamaican,  and  while  mainly 
amateur,  were  equal  to  their  task. 
Nito  Marquez,  whose  smartass 
hustler  said  as  much  with  his  strut 
as  with  his  monologue,  and  Bernie 
Finnigan,  who  inhabited  his  many 
roles  with  convincing  enthusiasm 
deserve  special  mention.  The  last 
skit  was  particularly  innovative. 
Starting  out  as  a  sort  of  “Your 
Favorite  Stereotype”  TV  game 


show  with  contestants  out  to  cor¬ 
rect  common  racial,  sexual 
stereotypes  while  the  loud,  show 
host  bombards  them  with  obnox¬ 
ious  but  apparently  harmless 
ethnic  and  homo  jokes,  the  action 
quickly  turns  nasty.  When  push 
comes  to  shove,  the  show  con¬ 
testants  close  ranks  with  clenched 
fists  while  a  litany  of  recent  abuses 
against  gay  men  and  lesbians 
throughout  the  world  is  read  off¬ 
stage.  As  the  light  dims,  an  Asian 
gay  man  dances  across  the  stage  — 
vigorously  flourishing  a  large  flag 
to  the  sound  of  a  majestic  drum 
roll.  The  movements  are  familiar 
Chinese  martial  acrobatics  but  the 
flag  is  emblazoned  with  a  pink 
triangle  —  a  symbol  of  proud  de¬ 
fiance  and  resistance. 

In  ostensibly  creating  an  event 
for  themselves  —  celebrating 
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One  of  the  gravest  misrepresen¬ 
tations  at  the  conference  concern¬ 
ed  the  1960s.  Jeffrey  Weeks,  for 
instance,  claimed  that  we  needed 
to  break  away  from  the  liber¬ 
tarianism  of  the  1960s,  which  held 
to  an  “essentialist”  position  that 
anything  anyone  did  was  valid. 
Historians  seem  to  be  blind  to  their 
own  history.  If  there  was  any  com¬ 
mon  idea  about  history  during  the 
’60s  it  was  probably  the  notion 
that  existence  preceded  essence. 
Thus,  by  acting  we  made 
ourselves.  Among  the  sexual  ac¬ 
tors,  many  argued  that  sexual  ac¬ 
tivity  created  our  identity  and  our 
liberation.  In  a  reactionary  vein, 
Jim  Levin  argued  that  the  ’60s  sent 
the  gay  movement  “Temporarily 
Off  Course,”  Levin  wanted  to 
take  us  back  to  the  anonymous 
joys  of  the  Mattachine  Society. 
The  Gay  Academic  Union  was 
founded  to  keep  out  the  rabble 
who  did  revolting  things.  To  be 
“serious,”  you  could  not  be  in¬ 
volved  in  disreputable  movements; 
to  be  academic,  you  could  not  be 


part  of  the  community  which  in¬ 
cluded  drag  queens,  pederasts, 
prostitutes,  butch/femmes,  and 
other  so-called  “sexual 
minorities.”  Manfred  Herzer, 
who  presented  a  workshop 
“Nazis,  Gays  and  Psychiatrists,” 
has  pointed  out  that  many  gay  men 
—  and  many  gay  bars  —  did  sur¬ 
vive  under  the  Nazis.  Some  Nazis 
welcomed  the  good  gays.  He 
quotes  a  Nazi  psychiatrist:  “It  is 
equally  inadmisible  to  regard  all 
homosexuals  as  inferior.  Naturally 
inferior  homosexuals  come  into 
conflict  more  easily  with  the  penal 
code  or  suffer  other  misfortunes, 
whereas  the  valuable  ones  come  to 
the  attention  of  the  authorities  on¬ 
ly  thanks  to  the  chance  discovery 
of  their  inferior  partners.”  The 
valauble  homosexuals  are  now 
called  the  “good  gays”  and  the  in¬ 
ferior  are  called  the  “bad  gays.” 
One  of  the  rules  of  the  ’60s  was  to 
trust  the  bad  and  distrust  the  good. 

Another  commonplace  of  the 
’60s  was  that  lesbian/gay  libera¬ 
tion  could  not  be  accomplished 


things  gay  and  Asian  —  the 
organizers  of  Celebrasian  ’85  have 
managed  to  include  the  participa¬ 
tion  and  creativity  of  a  broad  seg¬ 
ment  of  gay  and  lesbian  peoples. 
In  so  doing  they  have  carved  out  a 
cultural  space  that  directly 
challenges  traditional  notions  that 
urban  gay  culture  is  about,  by,  and 
for  white,  middle-class-identified 
gay  men  and  lesbians.  Many  third 
world  lesbians  and  gay  men  often 
complain  that  gay  culture  ignores 
their  existence.  Celebrasian  ’85 
organizers,  however,  have  shown 
the  effectiveness  of  activism  and 
creativity  over  timidity  and  passive 
rancor.  If  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
multi-ethnic  packed  house  is  any' 
indication,  Celebrasian  has 
garnered  for  itself  a  permanent 
space  as  a  annual  event  for  the 
Toronto  community. 


alone,  that  ours  was  only  one 
among  many  revolutions  going  on. 
The  conference’s  European  ethno- 
centrism  was  only  slightly 
diminished  by  a  few  third  world- 
specific  presentations.  The  IGA 
sponsored  more  third  world  work¬ 
shops,  yet  that  organization,  too, 
fell  into  a  reactionary  line:  that  the 
IGA  should  address  only  “gay” 
issues,  which  excluded  denouncing 
U.S.  imperialism  in  Central 
America  and  apartheid  in  South 
Africa.  Leading  the  U.S.  delega¬ 
tion  of  women  to  Kenya,  Maureen 
Reagan  is  pushing  the  same  line 
for  international  women:  do  not 
discuss  “controversial”  issues; 
confine  discussion  to  a  very  nar¬ 
rowly  defined  domain  of  woman’s 
issues. 

For  me  the  great  sorrow  is  that 
historians  have  so  soon  repudiated 
all  the  lessons  of  the  ’60s,  which 
were  learned  at  such  great  cost. 
But  worse,  they  are  misrepre¬ 
senting  and  obliterating  what  was 

Continued  on  page  12 
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(embers  of  the  Disabled  People's  Liberation  Front  and  supporters  at  Sack-Cheri  moviehouse  in  Boston, 
July  30,  celebrating  the  Sack’s  installation  of  a  motorized  ramp  —  the  result  of  years  of  struggle.  Gay 
Boston  City  Councillor  David  Scondras  and  Black,  Rainbow  Coalition  activist  Mel  King  honored  the 
Disabled  People’s  Liberation  Front  at  the  event.  Some  participants  criticized  the  Sack’s  choice  of  a  ramp  re¬ 
quiring  assistance  rather  than  a  non-motorized  ramp  which  could  be  used  without  aid  by  people  in 
wheelchairs. 


Participants  in  the  Ribbon  Project  in  Washington,  D.C,  August  4.  Tens 
of  thousands  of  anti-nuclear  activists,  mostly  women,  twined  15  miles  of 
embroidered  cloth  around  the  Pentagon,  over  Memorial  Bridge,  around 
the  Lincoln  Memorial  and  up  the  Ellipse,  around  the  mall,  and  to  the 
Capitol. 
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For  more  information  on  either  of  these  groups,  please 
contact  Steve  Wickson,  M.  T.S.  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Service  (GLCS).  GLCS  is  a  licensed  mental 
health  clinic  which  has  been  serving  the  community 
since  1971. 

542-5188 

WEEKDAYS  10AM  -  9PM  •  CONFIDENTIAL  SERVICES 
CONVENIENT  DOWNTOWN  LOCATION 

Sliding  fee  scale/Insurance  Accepted* 

•All  insurance  claims  filed  under  C.S.  I .  *GLCS  is  a  non-profit  corporation 

NO  ONE  DENIED  SERVICES  FOR  INABILITY  TO  PAY 


Gay  Community  News,  August  17,  1985 


SUBSCRIBE 


JEAN  A.  McCRAY 

Attorney-at-Law 


40  Trapelo  Road 
Belmont,  MA  02178 


484-8383 


BODYWORKS 

GYM  FOR  WOMEN 

"As  an  athlete  who  has  participated 
in  various  sports  over  the  years ,  including 
weightlifting ,  I  like  BODYWORKS  because 
it  supports  women's  many  different  levels 
of  fitness,  from  beginners  to  competitors, 
encouraging  growth  in  each  individual." 


--Cindy  Pope 


576-1493 

33  RIVER  STREET,  CAMBRIDGE.  NR  CENTRAL  SQUARE  (jj 


Psychotherapy 


Relationship  Losses 


Adult  Sexual  Abuse  Survivors 


Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics 


Dan  Joy,  l.i.c.s.w. 

436-5771 
Insurance  Accepted 
Individual  ■  Couple  ■  Group 
Cambridge 


AUTO 

INSURANCE 

•  Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 

•  Same  day  registration  service. 
Convenient  payment  plan. 

NO  SERVICE  FEES 
731-1015  782-0400 

Boston/Brookline  Allston/Bflghton 

Kunevich  &  Lau 
Insurance  Agency 


INDIVIDUAL/ GROUP/COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


*  °  COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON.  MA 
617-266-2240  _ 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


v0q'*'e  •/  Now  Air  Conditioned!! 

^-downtown 

CAFE 

12  LaGrange  Street  —  Boston  338-7037 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Give  yourself  the  gift  of  health. 

•  Free  initial  consultations  •  Nutritional  counseling 

•  Non-force  techniques  •  Exercise  programs 


Ellen  Shub 


immms 


Out  And  Still  Lonely 

you  still  feel  awkward  and  inadequate. .  .you’re 
shy. .  .you’re  scared  to  date  or  make 
friends. .  .you  can’t  find  a  lover. .  .your  family  has 
rejected  you. 

Help  is  available.  • 
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actually  done  in  those  decades.  We 
need  to  recover  and  frame  the 
meaning  of  the  1965-1975  period 
for  lesbian/gay  liberation.  There 
are  many  primary  sources  either 
collected  or  avaialble,  but  there 
are  few  studies  of  communes,  col¬ 
lectives,  liberation  fronts,  and 
theoretical  explorations.  There 
was  more  said  at  this  conference 
about  lesbians  and  gays  in  the 


1890s  or  the  1950s  than  in  the 
1960s. 

Those  who  say  the  young  are 
conservative  and  that  the  ’60s  are 
dead  deceive  only  themselves.  One 
punk  youth  said  she  was  tired  of 
old  people  talking  about  how  reac¬ 
tionary  the  young  are.  We  can’t  ac¬ 
cept  the  TV  images  presenting 
young  people  as  only  being  in¬ 
terested  in  break-dancing;  too 


many  people  accept  these  images 
when  the  exact  opposite  is  the 
truth.  The  problem  is  not  the  right- 
wing  turn  of  the  youth  —  who  are 
Tilled  with  energy,  perplexity,  and 
rebelllion  —  but  with  those  who 
lived  through  the  ’60s  and  now 
want  to  kill  their  own  dreams  and 
project  their  death  wishes  on  those 
who  still  struggle  for  change. 


AUTO  INSURANCE 

(Insure  Locally) 

ROGERS  &  DINIS  Agency 
404  Mass.  Ave.,  Arlington 

643-3040 

apartment  insurance:  $10,000  for  $120 
^health  insurance*  Opiate  service* 


VACATION 

OWNERSHIP 

OGUNQUIT*  PROVINCETOWN 
FT.  LAUDERDALE*  KEY  WEST 

Hillcrest  Inn  Resort  offers  fully 
owned  sfudio  units  at  $49,900 
and  deeded  timeshare  weeks  from  $1900 
An  Affiliate  of 

Resort  Condominums  International 
Special  Inspection  Visits 
tor  two  include  lodging  and  entertainment 
in  our  Art  Deco  PAINTED  LADY  LOUNGE 
For  details  call  Skip  or  Pam  at 

4-&00-446-1439  or  207-646-4217 


WILLIAM  PAUL  SONIA 

UUCT  JULIA  i  BMW 
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BOSTON-AREA 

GAY/LESBIAN 

BUSINESS 

GUIDE 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Rd. 

Boston.  MA  02115 
;617)  267-2262 

ACCOUNTING/ 

BOOKKEEPING 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
634  Mass  Ave. 

Cambridge',  MA  02139 
(617)547-7117 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
160  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)523-1060 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  St. 

Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

CABINET  MAKING 

GREAT  EASTERN 
WOODWORKS 
ELIZABETH  REGAN 
Howard  Street 
Wilton,  NH  03086 
(603)  654-6730 

CHIROPRACTORS 


DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 


DR.  NANCY  GROSSMAN 
1018  Beacon  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-7703 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
678  Mass  Ave 
Suite  405 

Cambridge.  MA  02139 
864-1197 

DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CINEMA 

TREMONT  ART  1  &  2 
204  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
482-4662 

l 

CLEANING 

GRIMESOLVERS! 
Residential  &  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  St. 

Winthrop,  MA  02152 
(617)  846-5146 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 

New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 

DENTISTRY 
JOHN  BARNA 
&  AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

ELECTROLYSIS 

Judy  Feiner 
678  Mass  Ave 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  497  2019 


FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Square,  MA 
02172 

(617)  926-4289 


pVM 

BODYWORKS  GYM  FOR 

WOMEN 

53  River  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 

MARGARET  M.  LAPRE 

INSURANCE 

697  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 

277-8187 

ROGERS  ANO  DINIS 

INSURANCE 

404  Mass.  Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 

MEDICAUCOUNSELING 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 

FOR  WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Kenmore  Square _ 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 
BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02«6 
739-7860 


COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 
Westboro,  MA  01581 
(617)  366-8576 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St., 

Rm.  219 

Boston,  MA  02111 
542-5188 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 
MA,  COUNSELING 
110  Orchard  St. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  628-6988 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-7573 

MASS  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

25  Huntington  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass.  Ave.  - 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  643-1112 

PLACE/HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  St. 

Boston.  MA 
(617)267-9150 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)661-0248 

MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  CO. 
(617)  641-1234 


PRINTING 
RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 


REAL  ESTATE 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO.  INC. 
318  Harvard  St.  #31 
The  Arcade  Building 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
277-0230 

RESUMES 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
634  Mass  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  547-7117 

T AXES/FINANCIAL  PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
CERT.  FINANCIAL  PLANNER 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-7565 


T-SHIRT  PRINTING 

COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC 
SERVICES 

LINDA  HALL,  JAN  SAVOY, 
ANNI  WATERFLOW 
152  Plymouth  St. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
(617)  288-3106/294-1948 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

NOBSCOTT  TRAVEL 
AND  SHUTTLE  SERVICE 
795  Water  St. 

Framingham.  MA  01701 
(617)  877-2278 
(617)235-2040 

WOMEN 

WOR°s  BOOKSTOR 
186  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 


This  guide  provides  a  listn 
of  gay/lesluan  owned  stal 
or  supportive'  bus.nesses  j 
services  To  have  your  bus 
ness  or  service  l.sted  (for  ( 
$100.00  per  year)  call  426  4 
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Classifieds 

GCN  SPECIAL 

FOR  A  LIMITED  TIME  ONLY! 

ALL  PERSONAL  ADS  WILL  BE  $1 
FOR  THE  FIRST  FOUR  LINES 
TAKE  A  CHANCE 
AND  MEET  THE  ONE 
YOU’VE  BEEN  LOOKING  FOR! 

This  offer  is  good  only  for  personal  ads 
and  all  other  charges  (box  numbers,  addi¬ 
tional  lines,  etc.)  remain  the  same. 


PERSONALS 


Wechsler,  Wechsler,  Wechsler 

Wherever  would  I  beeeee  without  you? 
Still  typesetting  this  damn  rag,  no 
doubt.  Thank  you  so  very  much.  Have  a 
good  time  on  the  Cape.  L.,  P. 

J,  Happy  Birthday  Sweetie!!  (Vita  felt^t 
important  that  a  public  announcement 
be  made). . .  your  everloving  lover  girl 
_ _ _ (6) 

Sex  symbol  wants  to  be  discovered  in 
mags  or  porno  films.  I  have  so  much  to 
show  (&  tell).  Write  GCN  c/o  Mke,  167 
Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  021 1 1  (c) 

I’d  like  to  meet  other  women  who  really 
thrive  on  living  alone.  I’m  33,  artist, 
guitarist,  gardener,  grad  student  PO 
Box  978  JPMA  02130 _ (7) 

SHY  AND  LONELY 

L  new  to  area  seeking  other  L  between 
South  Shore  and  Cape  Cod.  I  am  look¬ 
ing  for  more  than  bars  and  one-night 
stands.  Willing  to  travel.  Box  229  (9) 

GWF  seeks  wf  35-50  who  lives  near  me- 
to  be  my  friend  and  lover.  Am  gentle  & 
romantic. Box  445  Needham  MA  02194 
(11) _ 

SURROGATE  MOTHER 
We  are  looking  for  a  surrogate  mother 
to  bear  our  child.  Applicant  must  be 
22-35  healthy  and  intelligent.  Reply  to 
Box  356,  89  Mass  Ave,  Boston,  MA 
02115 

_ (8) 

GM,  28,  intact,  atheist,  5'9",140  lbs., 
seeks  similar  guy  20-30  for  conversa¬ 
tion  and  other  forms  of  communication. 
I  have  many  interest-not  including 
alcohol,  tobacco,  drugs,  and  religion. 
Central  NH  is  home-my  work  takes  me 
to  MA,  CT,  Rl.  Write  GCN  Box  228 
_ (6) 

Jeff  from  Conn-met  you  Sunday  8/4  at 
Tanglewood  playing  trivia.  Lizzie  could 
not  plead  Twinkie  defense,  but  I’d  like 
to  hear  from  you— Tom  from  Boston 
Reply  Box  227 _ (7) 

WILL  YOU  MARRY  ME? 
Attractive  GWM  seeks  gay  female  for 
liberal  marriage.  If  you  can’t  beat  them , 
join  them!  Box  226 _ (7) 

Attractive  intelligent  prof  L,36,  ex- 
Bostonian,  dying  by  degrees  in  Central 
Maine  seeks  gf  or  gm  compan¬ 
ion/playmate.  C’mon  talk  to  me  .  RFD  2 
Box  490  Pittsfield,  ME  04967 _ (9) 

Lesbian,  34,  seeks  lesbians  who  enjoy 
occasional  anal  sex  and  role  plays. 
Light  s/m  ok  too.  Don’t  respond  unless 
you  can  have  a  good  time  with  larger 
woman.  What’s  your  fantasy?  I  like 
spankings,  enemas,  bondage,  dildoes 
and  submission.  Box  225 _ (7) 

GWF,  mid  30’s,  tall,  thin,  fern,  attrac¬ 
tive.  Am  intelligent,  sens,  mat.,  honest, 
indep.  Seeks  same  between  ages  35-42. 
Looking  for  fun,  deep  conversation  and 
relationship.  Sincere  and  responsible 
only  please.  No  drug/smoke.  Really 
looking  for  more  but  write  note  and  find 
out  what  the  rest  is  about.  Box  223  (8) 

CLEAN  FUSSY  GAY  FEMALE 
GF  for  good  times  must  be  mature, 
sincere,  very  clean.  My  partner  is  semi¬ 
disabled.  No  ties,  no  drugs,  or  heavy 
drinkers.  Lynn  area  only.  Reply  Box  222 
_ (8) 

GF,  32,  covets  compatible  cuddling 
companion:  GF  30-35,  kind,  credible, 
contemplative,  curious,  competent, 
compassionate  and  connivial.  Contact 
PO  Box  1212,  Brookline,  MA  02146  (8) 

SLAVE  WANTED 
Bl  MALE  SEEKS  SLAVE 
18-35  call  874-5235;  PO  Box  219 
Westminster  Mass  01473.  Photo,  no 
collect  calls _ (6) 

Healthy,  wealthy,  wise  Lesbian,  40,  liv¬ 
ing  in  lovely  rural  area  seeks  intense, 
intelligent  friend  who  enjoys  people, 
play  and  travel.  Box  224 _ (8) 

TO:  CREAM  COLORED  CELICA 
From  the  Boston  area  who  was  in 
Ogunquit,  Sunday,  July, 14:  if  you 
remember  kafuffeling,  hand  cuffs,  big 
pink  hooters,  an  adjustable  cock  ring, 
your  red  bottom  and  my  pained  expres¬ 
sion  re:  dancing,  then  get  in  touch.  Jim 
PO  Box  4341  Champlain  Branch  Burl- 
ington,  VT  05401 _ (8) 

Would  the  woman  who  ran  the  ad  6/1 
“If, 32,  grad  student  in  humanities,  af¬ 
fectionate,  lively,  politcal...”  please 
write  PO  Box  978  JPMA  02130  (7) 

BUST  MY  BALLOONS 
Balloon  fetish  gwm,  25,  college  gym¬ 
nast.  Wants  to  hear  from  other  guys 
who  are  into  balloons.  I  know  you  are 
out  there.  It  Interested  write  PO  Box 
669531  Charlotte,  NC  28266 _ (10) 


MARRIAGE  PARTNER  SOUGHT 

By  gay  man.  Please  reply  to  Box  29750 
Wash  DC  20017  (sept.) 


SPERM  DONOR/FATHERHOOD? 

Known  sperm  donor  sought  for  ar¬ 
tificial  insemination.  (Nonparticipa¬ 
tion  negotiate.  Family  history  and 
general  physical  condition.  Serious 
inquiries-PO  Box  5042,  Billerica,  MA 
01822.  Confidential. _ (8) 

Prof.  L,  34,  fun-loving  and  quasi- 
politically  incorrect  seeks  30ish  L  to 
share  racquetball,  dancing,  beach  trips, 
ice  cream,  and  other  good  times.  Look- 
ing  for  friendship  or  more.  Box  219  (8) 

GWM,  5'10",  155  lbs.  seeks  GWM 
preferably  45  +  .  I  ski  the  Whites,  bike, 
swim  a  lot  at  our  local  secluded 
beaches.  Have  interest  in  nature,  lore, 
seek  out  avantgarde,  jazz,  dance,  film, 
art,  theater,  hope  to  meet  friend  sim 
ascetic  atheist  Akhenatan  Mesophorph 
bent  wary  of  gay  sensibility.  Noewport- 
Boston-Conway  vector  only.  Box  412 
Westport,  MA  02790. _ (7) 

GWM,  27,  5'5",  130  obs.,  bl/bl,  moust, 
gdlkg,  masc,  enjoy  film,  dnr,  dance,  out¬ 
doors,  day  trips,  quiet  times,  very  into 
j/o  seeking  new  friendships,  pos.  rel.,  ur 
non-smoker,  masc,  hairy,  25-35.  Send 
letter  about  yourself.  Reply  to  Box 
217. _ (7) 

WANTED:  YOUR  COMPANY... 

...if  you  are  33 +  ,  5'11"  +  ,  and  enjoy 
dancing,  humor,  intell,  creative  im¬ 
agination.  I’m  31,  5'1 1 ",  lean  and  look¬ 
ing  for  these  and  more.  Easy  going,  in¬ 
itially  shy,  sensuous.  Respond  Box  211. 
_ (7) 

Intelligent,  attractive  L37  seeks  women 
in  Worcester,  Fitchburg,  or  Southern 
NH  areas  for  friendship  &  romance.  PO 
Box  52,  Ashby,  MA  01431 _ (7) 

Submissive  pussy-licking  dyke  seeks 
tough,  understanding  woman  to  put  me 
in  my  place.  I  like  to  be  spanked  and 
cuddled.  Please  write  with  phone 
number  to  “Punk”  Box  218 _ (6) 

PROGRESSIVE  GAY  MEN!! 

Red  Hearts  monthly  potluck  for 
leftward-leaning  gay  men.  Bring 
healthy  food.  Newcomers  welcome. 
See  Calendar  Section  for  August  12, _ 

FREE  MEN’S  HAIRCUT 

Mon-Friday  evenings,  also  Sat.  and 
Sun.  Watertown  926-5209 _ (2) 

Wanted  boy  in  teen  or  early  20’s.  For 
sex  or  companionship  and  possible 
relationship  with  disabled  man.  Any 
race  especially  Chinese  men.  Call  Ran¬ 
dy  at  787-2299.  Let  phone  ring.  (c) 

WHAT  GOOD  IS  SITTING  ALONE  IN 
YOUR  ROOM? 

Tired  of  the  bars?  Looking  for  an  alter¬ 
native?  Then  come  to  GCN  Friday 
nights,  help  us  mail  out  the  paper,  and 
meet  people  too.  Come  for  an  hour, 
come  for  the  evening,  come  to  167  Tre¬ 
mont  Street,  5th  floor  (near  Boylston 
and  Park  Street  “T”  stops)  anytime 
after  6PM.  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us 
on  the  intercom  located  outside  the 
front  door. _ jc) 

A  SPECIAL  CAMBRIDGE  WOMAN 

Burlington  1980  I  hope  you  are  fine.  It 
has  been  a  long  time,  but  my  thoughts 
and  prayers  are  with  you  always.  Leigh 
from  Dracut,  MA _ (6) 

GWM,  67,  5'10",  225,  retired  looking  for 
nice  man  to  share  apt.  and  love.  All  let¬ 
ters  answered;  all  ages.  Please  write 
CWG  PO  Box  20538,  Mont.  Al  36120  (7) 
Will  share  secluded  cabin  with  person 
seeking  perm  home.  I  like  animals,  am 
handy  with  tools,  reliable,  no  drugs. 
Rivers  c/o  RR#1  Box  84,  Fiskdale,  MA 
01518,  ss  tel.  (617)347-3866 _ (6) 

Rhode  Island  S&M  dyke  seeks  others  in 
area  interested  in  S&M.  Would  like  to 
form  local  support  group.  P.O.  Box  261 
Providence,  Rl  02901 _ (8) 

Gay  Black  male  5 '11"  165  lbs.,  30  look¬ 
ing  for  gay  white  male,  over  40  pre¬ 
ferred.  Chubby  especially  welcomed. 
Photo  and  phone  appreciated.  Respond 
Box  1987  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130  (11) 

Attractive  and  muscular  GM,  5'8",  34, 
150  lbs.  seeks  other  bright-attractive 
men  for  healthy  &  supportive  sexual 
friendships.  Write  Box  1054,  JP,  MA 
02130. _ (7) 


L  couple,  mid  30’s,  looking  to  meet 
same  for  socializing  and  friendship.  En¬ 
joy  humor,  conversation,  dinners, 
theatre,  concerts,  cards.  Reply  Box 
220 _ (10) 


Have  you  been  to  Brazil,  Bhutan,  or 
Botswana?  Well,  I  haven’t  and  I’m  re¬ 
day  to  go  —  almost  anywhere  in¬ 
teresting  actually.  Warm,  wise  world 
traveler  seeks  equally  exciting,  self- 
sufficient  soul  for  adventures  plus.  I’m 
a  friendly,  competent,  and  slightly 
outrageous  and  outdoorsy  lesbian, 
good  looking  at  40.  Who  are  you?  Reply 
Box  221. _  (6) 

STRAY  CAT  NEEDS 
QUEER  FOSTER  PARENT 

Very  friendly,  apparently  healthy,  gray, 
short-haired  female  kitten  needs  a 
home.  Call  Larry,  227-733*5  (days)  or 
576-1054  (eves.) _ (c) 

PUBLICATIONS 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

Nat’l.  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M. 
Diverse,  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact, 
fiction  &  photos.  $11/yr.  single  issues 
$3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for 
info.  P.O.  Box  23,  Somerville,  MA  02143. 
_ _ (44) 


Issues  in  Gender, 


Ut 


Sports  f  •  f  Poetry 
Gay  Issues  •  Men’s  Health 
Gay /Straight  Interactions 


Interested? 

Read  alt  about  it  in  Changing  Men — 
a  nationwide  journal  of  the  anti-sexist 
men 's  movement. 


Regular  subscription  $12  (4  issues) 
Sample  copy  of  current  issue  $3.50 

306  kN.  Brooks.Madison,  Wl  53715 


STAFF  THERAPIST 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Counseling  Services  is 
seeking  persons  to  fill  staff  therapist 
positions.  Applicants  must  have: 
Master's  level  degree  in  mental  health 
field,  familiarity  with  needs/issues  of 
gay/lesbian  clients,  professional  ex¬ 
perience  in  related  issues,  commitment 
to  community-oriented  mental  health 
service.  Two  years  full-time,  supervised 
primary-care  experience  in  community- 
oriented  setting  preferred.  Responsi¬ 
bilities  include:  25  hours/week  direct 
service  delivery,  participation  in  in¬ 
direct  services,  participation  in  plan¬ 
ning/implementation  of  agency  pro¬ 
grams  &  outreach  programs  for  gay/les¬ 
bian  community.  Base  salary: 
$13,500-$15,000  plus  complete  benefit 
package;  40  hour  work  week,  schedule 
negotiable.  GLCS  is  a  non-profit,  li¬ 
censed  mental  health  clinic  and  is  an 
Equal  Opportunity  Employer  with  a 
commitment  to  affirmative  action. 
WOMEN  &  PERSONS  OF  COLOR  EN¬ 
COURAGED  TO  APPLY.  ASL  Proficien¬ 
cy  a  plus!  Please  send  resumes  to: 
Alan  Tweedy,  Clinical  Director,  600 
Washington  St.,  Suite  219,  Boston,  MA 
02111. _ 0 

Sec’ty/Administ.  Asst. 

4  women  attorneys  sk  ind  for  recept. 
typing,  editing  wrd  proc  or  learn.  Must 
be  self-motivated  w  org  skills,  exp  w 
women’s  groups/issues.  Resume  &  refs 
to  Womens  Law  Collective,  620  Mass 
Ave,  Camb.  MA  02139 _  (6) 

Person  to  wait  fulltime:  3  lunches,  3 
dinners.  Call  338-7037  and  ask  for  ap¬ 
pointment.  Downtown  Cafe  ask  for 
Dan. 


DUSIUIN  MUUt  StbKS 

FULL  TIME  STAFFPERSON 

BOSTON  MOBILIZATION  FOR  SUR¬ 
VIVAL,  a  peace  &  social  justice 
organization  seeks  full  time  staffper- 
son  to  begin  Oct.l.  Must  be  strong 
feminist  with  commitment  to  develop¬ 
ing  membership  skills  Interest  in  & 
commitment  to  working  on  Mideast 
issues  necessary.  Previous  organizing 
experience  essential,  fundraising  ex¬ 
perience  helpful.  Salary  $12,000  yr. 
Resume  &  writing  sample  by  Sept  1  to 
MfS,  11  Garden  St.  Cambridge,  MA 
02138. _ (8) 

FUNDRAISER 

for  multicultural  battered  women's 
shelter.  1  yr  exp.  32  hrs/wk.  $14,000  - 
$16,380/yr.  RESUMES  BY  SEPT  3.  Tran¬ 
sition  House.PO  Box  530,  Camb.  MA 
02238.  Women  of  color  please  apply! 
Info:  354-2676. _ (7) 

Clinical  Coordinator 

for  Vol  Counseling  org.  Project  Place. 
Commitmt  to  altern.  mental  health  & 
collective  decision  making. 
Supportive/challenging  environmental 
Resumes  by  8/14  to  Project  Place,  32 
Rutland  St.,  Boston  MA02118 _ (6) 

NIGHT  TIME  ATTENDANT  NEEDED 

Live  in  person  for  turning  and  cooking 
only.  Prefer  working  person  or  student. 
Your  own  room  may  be  available.  Call 
524-3141.  _ (c) 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula:  GWM  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well. 


OFF  OUR  BACKS  —  celebrating  15 
years  of  radical  feminist  journalism. 
We  bring  feminist  national/interna¬ 
tional  news,  analysis  and  reviews  each 
month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs);  $20  institutional  fee. 
Free  sample!  Write  Off  Our  Backs, 
Dept.  GCN,  1841  Columbia  Rd,  NW,  Rm 
212,  Washington,  D.C.  20009.  (ex) 

EMPLOYMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES 

PART-TIME  POSITION 

Help  wanted  by  disabled  man.  2  hours 
per  day  in  evenings  from  5-7  p.m. 
Weekdays  or  weekends  (except  Wed.) 
Light  housekeeping  and  must  be  able 
to  cook.  Over  $5.00/hr.  In  Brighton  on 
Green  Line.  Must  be  reliable.  Call  Ran¬ 
dy  at  787-2299.  Let  phone  ring.  Call 
after  4:30  p.m. _ (c) 

AD  SALES 

For  weekly  gay  paper;  earnings  poten¬ 
tial  $20K+  in  first  year.  Must  relocate. 
The  Washington  Blade,  930  F  Street, 
NW,  Washington,  DC  20004;  (202) 
347-2038 _  (8) 


JOIN  THE  HEALTH  EDUCATION  TEAM  FOR 
AIDS  ACTION  COMMITTEE 


1. )  Health  Educator  to  work  state¬ 
wide  with  Health  Professionals  on 
precautions,  psycho-social  issues  & 
services  to  people  with  AIDS. 
Knowledge  of  AIDS,  health  ed. 
background  essential  $22,500  an¬ 
nually  plus  benefits  EOE 

2. )  Person  to  do  health  education 
working  state-wide  with  gay  men 
help  them  reduce  the  risk  for  AIDS 
and  adopt  safe  sex  techniques. 
Knowledge  of  A1DS-HTLV3  im¬ 
plications,  psycho-social  issues  & 
homophobia  $22,500  annually 
plus  benefits  EOE 


Secretary  for  Health  Ed.  Team  of  4 
people.  Good  organizational  skills, 
typing,  filing  and  outreach  skills. 
$18,000  annually  plus  benefits 


DEADLINE  FOR  RESUMES  FOR 
ALL  POSITIONS  IS  8/20/83.  NO 
PHONE  CALLS  PLEASE 


HEALTH  EDUCATION  COOR¬ 
DINATOR/AIDS  ACTION 
COM  MITTEE 

Strong  background  in  and 
knowledge  of  AIDS  essential.  Super¬ 
vise  a  team  of  4  health  Educators 
(Haitian  liaison,  health  educator, 
health  educator  for  gay  men,  IV 
drug  abuser  health  educator  and 
secretary. )Work  closely  with  state 
and  city  AIDS  coordinators.  $25,000 
plus  benefits  EOE 

DEADLINE  FOR  RESUMES 
8/15/85 

All  positions  pending  funding 

High  energy,  Ability  to  he  creative 
and  resourceful  are  essential 

Send  all  resumes  to: 

Personnel  Committee  Health  Ed 
c/o  AIDS  Action  Committee 
16  Havi/and  Street 
Boston,  MA  02113 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•  DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE. 


APT. 

ZIP. 


PHONE  (_ 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 


r 

.  .J  . 

Head 

Lines 

- 

Head 

Lines 

1st  4  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 


or  part  thereof: 


Business 

X 

2.00 

= 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col. 

or  part  thereof: 

x  12.00 

_ 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

= 

Business 

7.00 

— 

TOTAL  for  1  Week 

(Add) 

= 

Non-Business 

5.00 

= 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply) 

= 

SUBTOTAL 

— 

Business 

X 

.75 

= 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 

Non-Business 

X 

.50 

=  - 

consecutive  weeks 

10% 

= 

'  TOTAL 

= 

for  21-30  consec.  wks. 

15% 

= 

SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 

5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


for  31  +  consec.  wks.  20%  = 
TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 
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TRY  GCN’s 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

(Ads  will  not  be  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want  the 
ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted  only  on 
Mondays  and  Thursdays  from  10  a.m.-l  p.m.) 

ROOMMATES   


ROOMEZE 

-LESBIAN/GAY- 

-FEMINIST- 

Roommate  Matching  Service 

$15  fee 

Confidentiality  Assured 

CALL  641-3095 
M-F  9-6/Sat  12-5 


1  LF,lf  seek  1  responsible  self-loving, 

cln, humorous  F  for  sunny,  roomy, 
beautiful  home  in  Waltham.  Nr  T.  No 
cigs,  no  more  pets.  Yrd,  trees,  near  con- 
srvtn  land.  Rent  $150  includes  heat! 
899-9104 , 889-7915,  am/pm _ (7) 

WINTHROP 

LF  seeks  gay  m/f  for  beautiful  spacious 

2  bedroom  apt.  1  minute  from  beach,  2 

porches.  Immediate  occupancy 
846-7307  Keep  Trying! _ (6) 

UNION  SQUARE,  SOMERVILLE 
2  gm,  1  cat,  1  piano,  1  goldfish  seek 
mature  responsible  gm  to  share  7-rm 
duplex  on  T.  1  mile  to  Harvard,  Central, 
Kendall  Squares.  $196.67/month  in¬ 
cludes  heat.  $115  sec.  Avail  Oct.  1.  Call 
Jeff  or  Charlie  at  666-4283 _ (7) 

Lf  seeks  same  4  2  bedroom  sm,  qt 
biding  must  be  repon  no  alc/drugs. 
Camb  on  Blmt/Wat  In  nr  Har  sq.,  T 
$250/mo  incl  self  adjust  ht,  chp  elec 
Ginn  491-6095 _ (8) 

ROOMMATES  WANTED  IMMMED. 

2  gf  looking  for  same  to  share  huge 
house  in  Framingham-need  2  to'  split 
rent  4  ways  +  utilities  10  minute  from 
Ma  Pike  &  Rte  9.  Please  call  for  more  in¬ 
fo  at  877-1231  after  7:00  pm  or  leave 
message. _ (7) 

PARTICULAR! LY  BEAUT  APT 

JP-progressive  &  political  household  of 

2  O  gay,  1  not)  seeks  3rd-large  rooms, 
sunny  &  clean  In  quiet  area.  Rent  is 
$167+  for  Sept.  1st.  Call  522-2184.  (8) 

NICE  SPOT  IN  JP  FOR  SEPT  1 

2  charming  LF’s  seek  3rd  25  + for  very 
nice  JP  apt.  Yard,  w/d,  wood  floors.  No 
smoke/pets  pis.  $253+.  Call  us  for 
more  details  .  522-2921  eves _ j7) 

Prof  F  30+  to  share  house  in  JP.  Sun¬ 
ny,  spacious  3  bedroom,  near  T  &  pond. 
$425  includes  utils,  no  smoking,  drugs, 
pets.  Call  522-2466 _ (6) 

W25+  to  share  Beaut  7rm  farmhs  in 
Rosl  near  Arb.  Sun  Trees  Skylights. 
2rms  are  yours.  No  drugs,  dogs.  Cat  ok. 
$300.  I’m  32,  pianist.  327-3367  Dovida. 
_  (7) 

CAMBRIDGE— SOMERVILLE 
Middle-aged  ,  bisexual  man  wishes  to 
share  small  apartment  with  stable, 
emotionally  mature,  financially  respon¬ 
sible,  communicative,  considerate  and 
cooperative  person  or  couple.  No  pets 
or  drugs  please.  Call  David  at  923-0082 
at  any  hour. 


FRAMINGHAM 

2  LW  seek  housemates  for  Ige.  7  rm,  1  Vi 
baths,  fireplace,  pool,  wash  &  dry,  nr 
public  trans,  great  location.  Avail  9/1 
$350  inc.  util.  Call  783-2149  eves  (4) 

Gay  male  looking  for  nice  warm  person 
to  share  apt.  in  Boston.  I  can  pay  up  to 
$200  (inc.  utils.)  Kitten,  sex  toys,  and 
mags  also  included.  Call  Michael  (a 
friend)  at  GCN  426-4469  _ (c) 

LF  30’s  seeks  LF  to  share  large,  sunny 
apt  in  JP.  2  bdrms,  study,  modern  kit¬ 
chen  &  bath,  near  T.  Have  2  cats 
already,  so  no  addtl  pets.  Non-smoker, 
no  drugs,  semi-vegit,  coop  arrgmnt, 
neat.  $287.50  +  util.  522-5617.  Call  after 
7/8  _ (2) 


CAMBRIDGE 

GM,  35,  MIT  grad  student  seeks  1 
housemate  for  large  2br  apt.  by  Porter 
Square  (5  minute  walk  to  new  T  station) 
pkg,  2  porches,  den,  Ir,  furn.  Available 
9/1  $375  (includes  heat)  and  utils.  Write 
Peter,  Apt.  2-C,  60  West  13  Street,  NYC 
10011 _ (6) 

Independent  L  grad  student,  25,  seeks 
room  in  apt.  2  nights  a  week.  I’m  com¬ 
muting  from  Western  Mass.  Prefer 
Brookline/Allston  area.  Can  pay  $100  a 
month.  Please  write  P.O.  Box  1213  Nor- 
thhampton,  MA  01060 _ (6) 

LF  seeks  same  to  share  2  bedroom  apt. 
in  JP.  Wood  floors,  porch,  very  near  T.  7 
minute  walk  to  Arboretum.  $205  +  .  Call 
Susan  at  524-5462. _ (6) 


WEST  MEDFORD  SEPT.  1st  APT 

Sunny  4  room  1st  floor  of  lesbian 
household.  Convenient  to  T  on  street 
parking.  $500/month,  no  utilities.  No 
dog,  cat  maybe?!?  9-5  M-F  483-3685 
Talk/message  for  B _ (7) 

LOWELL  HOUSE  —  A  LARGE  ROOM 

Looking  for  1  or  couple  LF  to  share 
large  old  house  w/3  LF’s.  Must  be  resp., 
near  495,  Wang.  Immediate.  Yard, 
garden.  Stable.  Leave  message. 
459-6082 _ (6) 

2  LF’s  and  1  cat  seek  LF  for  3  bedroom 
Somerville  apt.  Supportive,  coop,  fun. 
Sorry,  no  smokers  or  pets.  For  Sept.  1st 
$200  +  .  Call  Claudia/Dianne  625- 
3910 _  (6) 

LF,  27,  w/cat  seeks  LF  25  + ,  minus  rose 
colored  glasses,  for  spacious  2Vz  br  apt 
in  gay  owned  home,  Dorchester.  Love 
to  play  and  converse,  committed  to 
career.  Vices  to  a  minimum.  $250  +  . 
Avail.  Sept.  1st.  288-2154  eves. _ (4) 

Prof.  GM,  30  seeks  GM  nonsmoker  to 
share  8  room  house,  meals,  chores,  etc. 
DW,  w&d,  screened  porch,  off  st.  park¬ 
ing.  $200/month  (ht  inc.)  +  utils  Call 
John  648-9185. 


HOUSING  WANTED 

L,  teacher,  33,  with  child, 6,  seeks  apt.  or 
shared  house.  Brookline,  Newton,  or 
other  west/south  suburb.  Start 
Aug. /Sept..  $500  max.  Possible 
childcare  barter.  Janet  899-0503.  Best 
time  to  call  7-8  am,  5-8  pm.  I  am  neat, 
calm, happy. _ (6) 

$500  reward  for  info  leading  to  rental  2 
bedroom  apt.  $500-$600/month  in 
Camb.  2  prof  with  cat  seek  home 
Sept./Oct.  1.  Excellent  tenants.  Can  ex¬ 
change  apt.  repair  for  less  rent. 
492-4648  eves.  8-10  pm  only. _ (6) 

GCN  writer  wants  to  trade  apartments 
for  school  year.  My  apt.  In  Boston  for 
yours  in  Providence  R.l.  Must  be  at 
least  1  bedroom  with  lots  of  light  and 
allow  for  one  well-trained  dog.  If  in¬ 
terested,  please  write  Box  197.  (c) 

SUBLETS 

2. LF’s  seek  LF  for  Sept.-Nov.  sublet  in 
Cambridge.  Prefer  non-smoker, 
mid-20’s  +  ,  fun,  responsible,  w/time  to 
get  to  know  us.  Co-op  food,  mostly  veg. 
Great  room,  location  and  rent. 

Call  354-7817  _ (7) 


APARTMENT 


APARTMENT  FOR  RENT 
DORCHESTER 

Renovated,  6  room,  2bdrm,  hdwd  floors, 
w/d  hookup,  eat  in  kitchen,  back  porch 
and  yard,  owner  occupied.  $55/month 
no  util.  Call  282-3216  after  6:30.  Non- 
smokers  preferred. _  (7) 


MOVERS 


BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #24430 
Tel  661-2958 


THE  JIM 'CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  Hoisting  specialist. 
Any  time  of  day — any  day  of  year. 
NO  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


Prom  $18  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
*24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184  We  care 
522-0826 


SERVICES 


GAY  MEN'S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  identity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  also  available.  Sliding  fee.  Call 
Francis  Giambrone  628-6988. 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  St 
at  Boston  Parti  Plan 


RIDES 


SUMMER  RENTALS 

WELLFLEET  SUMMER  RENTAL 
SUBLET 

5  bedroom  house,  2  bathroom,  w/d, 
porch.  Bayside.  Available  8/24-8/31 
$850.  Call  (617)  776-9252  (leave 
message) _ (c) 

RESORTS 

- - - - , 

VACATION  IN  OGUNQUIT 

Luxurious  oceanview  condominium. 
Full  kitchen,  decks,  pool,  sauna  and 
Jacuzzi.  Enjoy  the  piano  bar  of  the 
Painted  Lady  Lounge  on  premises. 
Minutes  to  Perkins  Cove,  shops  and 
beaches.  Comfortably  sleeps  8.  Call 
now  for  best  available  weeks.  Dave 
(617)876-0182. _ (5) 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Long,  lazy  days  by  Ihe  pool,  cool  flights 
by  a  crackling  fire.  Peace  and  privacy 
on  100  scenic  acres.  Charming  guest 
rooms,  gracious  common  areas.  Pool 
and  hiking  at  the  Inn.  Canoeing,  antiqu¬ 
ing,  golf  &  tennis  nearby.  Make  this  a 
summer  to  remember.  The  Highlands 
Inn,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  &  Judi  inn- 
keepers. _ (10) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Unique  all-woman  country  space. 
Beautiful  post  and  beam  farmhouse, 
cozy  and  clean.  Gourmet  veg.  cooking, 
home-made  breads,  cheese  and  yogurt. 
Baby  horse,  goats  and  ducklings.  From 
skiing  to  skinny  dipping,  we’re  open 
,year  round.  3Vi  hrs.  from  Boston.  (802) 
533-7772 _ _ 

VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 

Bed  +  Cont  Bkfst  for  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men  in  a  country  village  house  2  hrs  fr 
Bos.  Yr-round.  Nr  lakes,  hikes,  skiing. 
Dave  +  Mike  (802)348-7840. 

GABRIEL’S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments.  Centrally 
located.  Hot  tub,  garden  patio,  cable  tv, 
coffee.  104  Bradford  St.  Provincetown, 
MA  02657.  Reservations:  (617)  487-3232. 
Open  year  round. _ ) 

BED  A  BREAKFAST  IN  N.Y. 

Enjoy  a  decadent  weekend  in  a  charm¬ 
ing,  lesbian  owned,  N.Y.  brownstone  — 
only  1  subway  stop  from  Manhattan.  Be 
pampered  by  having  breakfast  served 
in  bed,  and  sipping  a  complimentary 
bottle  of  champagne  on  arrival.  For 
more  information,  call  (718)625-2653, 
THE  RADCLIFFE  HALL. _ (13/36) 

BRINLEY  VICTORIAN  INN 
Explore  Newport  but  let  us  harbor  you 
with  warm  +  friendly  service,  romantic 
Victorian  decor,  fresh  flowers,  cont 
brktt.  (401)849-7645. _ (13/1) 

CHECK’ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK’ER  INN 

Dbl  rms,  coffee  by  fireside,  pkg,  apts 
also  avail,  1  blk  bay,  open  year  round. 
487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St,  P’town,  MA 
0  2  6  5  7 


Ride  offered  to  Chicago  or  places  in 

between.  Leaving  August  15th;  share 
expenses.  Contact  Hershey  at  661-6771 
_ (?) 

RIDE  TO  MAINE 

Ride  needed  from  Boston  to  Ellsworth 
August  9th  and  Aug  23rd  and  from 
Ellsworth  to  Boston  Aug.  11th  and 
August  27th.  Share  driving  and  ex¬ 
pense.  Call  Loie  (w)  426-4469  or  (h) 
628-4382. _ (?) 

Rider  wanted:  Boston  to  S.F.  prefer 
sober  lesbian;  leaving  Sept.  10-15(?). 
Contact  Donna  at  (207)  622-9395  or 
623-3569  (actually  it  is  Maine  to 
Oregon) _ (6) 


SPECIALS 


MOVING  SALE 


MOVING  TO  CALIFORNIA 

Dining  room  table  and  chairs-$l00.  2 
green  velvet  l.r  chairs-$75.  Black  reclin¬ 
ing  chair-$40.  Desk  and  chair-  $75.  All 
negotiable.  Call  623-3289 _ (6) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

GAY  LES8IAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar. 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11 
Camb,  MA  02238. 

HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism,  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues.  Workshops  by  national  con¬ 
sultants  for  your  organization 
(municipal,  professsional,  political 
educational)  or  business.  Contact 
Equity  Institute  in  Amherst,  MA  at 
(413)256-6902.  Co-directors  Carole  Lan 
nigan  Johnson,  J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester, 
Ed.D. _  (?) 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 

A  support  group  for  intergenerationai 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD,  PO  Box 
174,  New  York,  NY  10018.  (v.13,no.22) 

QUEER  IN  QUINCY? 

Quincy  lesbian  and  gay  alliance  now 
forming  —  interested?  Have  ideas? 
Please  reply  QLGA  PO  Box  2607  Quincy 
MA  02269. _ (1) 

D.O.B. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Ave,  Camb,  Old  Bap  Chr.  Raps  evry 
T ues,  Thurs  8pm.  Special  raps  for  35  + ; 
parents;  yngr  wmn;  baby  bmrs;  singles; 
coming-out;  issues  forum.  All  8pm. 
Mnthly  events,  outing  club,  library.  Info; 
661-3633.  All  women  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipates _  () 

“JOHNNY  DIED  TODAY...” 

14  year  old  Joey  will  blow  out  his 
brains,  Eddie  will  overdose  &  David  will 
slash  his  wrists  in  the  days  to  come.  All 
because  you're  too  scared  to  protect 
them.  SASE  for  info,  $2  stamps  64  page 
newsletter.  $20  subsc/mbrshp.  “REALI¬ 
TY  INC.,"  PO  Box  73,  Paramus,  NJ 
07653.  ,, 


N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 

A  support  group  for  intergenerationai 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD,  PO  Box 
174,  New  York,  NY  10018.  (v.  13,  no.22) 


Self-defense  for  women-6  week  intro 
course  in  Tae  Kwon  Do.  Begins  in 
August  meets  M  +  W  7:30-9:00  in  Camb. 
Taught  by  Jayne  West.  Call  924-6496  (6) 


IMIllllllllMIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIIIinil 

TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
■  PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE! 
^Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  ot  an | 
knarchist). 

m 


|l  m  22,  have  a  child  5,  love  writing] 
I  poetry,  drawing,  walks  in  thel 
I  moonlight,  and  sunsets  and  sunrises,] 
I  and  would  like  to  write  to  a  woman  (in  | 
|  prison  or  outside).  Age  and  color  have  I 
|  no  importance.  Paula  McCAULEY,  f 
1 971  Hwy  K,.Taycheedah  Wl  54935. 


I  Lonely  lesbian  needs  mail  from  caj 
ling  free  lesbians  who  have  time  tol 
I  write  (not  allowed  to  write  other! 
Ipnsoners).  if  interested  please  write! 
I  Kathy  Jo  ELLIOTT,  800697A,  Box  a| 

I  i  ?ak^.ale  IA  52319. *  1 

I I  am  an  old-fashioned  butch, looTingl 
I  at  6-10  yers  unless  I  pay  restitution.  It 
I  ain  t  much  but  a  lot  when  inside  these  | 
I  walls.  Need  penpals  now  and  when  l[ 
I  transfer  to  Texas.  Letters  with  pics  I 
I  would  be  great,  but  will  answer  all. 

I  Lyn  HAUBER,  Box  99,  Framingham 
[MA  01701.  1 


Caged  Brothers  &  Sisters 
[Free  legal  advice!  I  have  14  yrs  ini 
[and  am  a  damn  good  jailhouse| 
llawyer.  Know  criminal  and  constitu¬ 
tional  law  and  will  do  my  best  tol 
answer  your  questions.  All  but  Ny| 
prisoners  write  to:  Michael  DiOrio,  ] 
1 74 A 1851,  Box  1 49,  Attica,  NY  14011. 


,  "  "  II  •  -  «  » 

fcM  f 


1  am  warm,  gentle,  friendly,  and] 
beautiful!  Don't  you  love  it!  I  do  too!  We] 
could  have  a  lovely  time  together.  Come  | 
fly  with  me.  Please  no  head  games.  I 
Ronald  SMITH,  C-08074  Rm  5106, 
Box  8101,  San  Luis  Obispo  CA  93409. 

Am  mature  and  looking  for  a  male  com¬ 
panion  1  can  share  some  thoughts  with.  I 
have  a  dream  and  already  it’s  off  to  a 
start:  making  hand  crafted  greeting 
cards.  Looking  for  concerned  readers 
who  can  help  make  this  come  true.  H.  I 
Chatee  WHITE,  38058,  Box  2,  Lansing 
KS  66043. _ 

Sexy  guy  seeking  personal  enjoyment] 

with  members  (!)  of  same  sex.  Please] 
write  for  explicit  confessions.  Prefer] 
Houston  area,  but  not  necessary,! 
Charles  SINGLETON,  353901,  Box  38] 
Goree,  Huntsville  TX  77344. _ 

.  Parents  won’t  accept  gay  son.  I’m  a  car  ] 

ing,  openminded,  sexually  attractive] 
person  and  want  someone  to  write  to  l 
(Attn:  Philip  Martin,  you  forgot  to  put  ] 
your  return  address  on  your  letter!)! 
Frederick  P.  LUCKETT,  156-525,  Po| 
Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


I'd  like  to  hear  from  prisoners  who  have 
undergone  involuntary  medication/treat¬ 
ment  in  prison:  particularly  the  reasons 
for  their  being  medicated/drugged  and 
situations  where  prisoners  have  been 
threatened  with  disciplinary  action  for 
refusing  to  take  drugs.  Send  info  to:  GCN 
Prisoner  Project,  167  Tremont  St., 
Boston  MA  02111.  _ 

by  IMMI  K(K 


PRISONER  POETRY  BOOK!!! 

We  want  your  poetry,  artwork  & 
essays  that  focus  on  life  and  love 
within  prison.  They  can  be  explicit, 
but  it  has  to  capture  a  feeling  ot  life 
behind  the  walls.  Payment  is  on 
publication.  SASE  tor  safe  return.  L. 
Biiton  Rd.  Somers,  CT  06071  c/o 
Steven  L.  Smith,  Ed.,  GPP. 


Italian  male,  very  warm  and  sharing, 
writes  lyrics  to  music  and  plays  drums, 
and  LOVES  to  answer  letters  (!)  would 
like  to  write  to  freeworld  people  (can’t 
write  prisoners).  Jeff  HENSLEY,  31932, 
Box  30  (0-7  dorm),  Pendleton  IN  46064 

I  am  liberal-minded,  possessed  of  values 
which  occasionally  smother  in  intense 
]  moments  of  passions.  My  reaching  out 
is  an  expression  of  an  overwhelming 
loneliness  which  threatens  to  inundate 
me.  I  dearly  hope  that  our  efforts  can 
produce  fruits  that  are  edible  in  more 
ways  than  one.  Yearning,  Irving  JAMES, 
087518,  SEU-B-A205,  PO  Box  221, 
Raiford  FL  32083. _ 

Looking  for  penpals.  Blacks  especially, 
love  good  senses  of  humor,  also  like 
photos  |but  not  necessary).  Please  write 
Edward  PATTERSON,  31522-066,  Box 
|  7000,  Texarkana,  TX  75501. 

I’m  32  seeking  someone  interested  in 
friendship  (penpal).  My  skills  in  writing 
English  are  limited,  and  I  would  prefer 
any  Spanish-speaking  person  who  might 
want  to  write,  male  or  female,  Juan 
Carlos  PORRATA,  071377,  SEU  20-206, 
PO  Box  221,  Raiford  FL  32083. _ 

Single  Black  male  with  clean  cut  ap¬ 
pearance  and  considered  somewhat  at¬ 
tractive  (160  lbs  of  solid  pleasures):  a 
draftsman  in  sheet  metal  by  trade  and 
love  traveling.  William  DENNIS," 
032277,  Box  1167,  Gainesville  FL 
32609. _ 

Until  recently  I  have  been  a  male  doing 
male  things,  but  as  the  world  changes  so 
does  the  person.  I  am  a  lady  at  heart. 
Lester  "Louise"  FLOWERS,  A- 170319, 
Box  779,  Marquette  Ml  49855. 


IGM  would  like  to  correspond  andl 
I  hopefully  become  friends  with  same.l 
I  My  interests  are  driving,  auto  racing,] 
I  beaches,  parks  and  men.  I  am  6'  and! 
I  weigh  150.  Letters  from  lesbians  also! 
I  welcome.  Randy  MEIBURG,  387931.1 
I  Ellis  2,  Huntsville  TX  77340, 

llm  34  and  I’m  "trysexual'’.  \ 

Inickame  is  Wolfman’  because  I  us< 
Itolive  witha  mountain  lion  and  a  gr< 
Ishewolf.  When  I  get  out  I'd  love  to  lh 
Iwith  a  whole  house  of  gay  men  and  le 
Ibians  to  have  sex  games  with.  Victi 
■FURMAN,  060080-G  unit.  Oakdale  I 
152319. _ 

ensual,  openminded,  sincere  gay  ma 

■looking  for  correspondence  and  tl 
■right  special  person.  Enjoy  the  outdoor 
■life,  reading,  traveling,  intimacy  wit 
■the  right  person.  Mark  DeFRIES' 

■  152873,  Box  900,  Jefferson  City  Mi 
|65102, 

Jl  have  brown  hair  and  hazel  eyes  I  hope] 
■you  can  find  me  a  penpal  and  friends  | 
■Frank  SMITH,  EF-150876,  Reidsvillel 
IGA  30499. 


OIL€MDM* 


August  10 
to 

August  25 


10  Saturday 

Boston  —  Actor  Robert  Johnson  reads  his 
poetry  as  part  of  Black  &  White  Men  To¬ 
gether’s  Victorian  Soiree.  195  West  Newton 
St.  7-1 1PM.  Info:  266-4378. 

Boston  —  Concerned  Americans  for  In¬ 
dividual  Rights/New  England  Chapter,  for 
conservative/moderate  gay  men  les- 
lesbians.  81  Montgomery  St.  7:30PM. 
Yearly  dues,  $35.  Info:  582-4240. 

Provincetown  —  DeLaria  &  Strobel,  musical 
comedy  cabaret.  Pilgrim  House,  336  Com¬ 
mercial  St.  Performing  through  Labor  Day. 
Info:  487-0319. 

Boston  —  Women’s  Technical  Institute 
orientation:  non-traditional  careers  in 
technology  and  trades  for  women.  1255 
Boylston  St.  10:30AM-noon.  Info: 
266-2243. 

Cambridge  —  'Clarification  of  Roles  within 
Groups,”  lesbian  singles  rap.  Daughters  of 
Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church.  8PM.  $1.  All  women 
welcome.  Info:  661-3633. 

11  Sunday 

Plymouth  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors  of 
Jamaica  Plain  all-day  outing  at  Miles  Stan- 
dish  State  Forest.  Carpooling  available.  Info: 
522-3894  or  522-6090. 

Ipswich  —  Fly  a  Kite  with  Wild  Women  of 
D.O.B.,  Crane's  Beach.  $8/carload.  All 
women  welcome.  Bring  kite,  lunch,  swim¬ 
suit;  soda  available.  Meet  at  9AM.  Info: 
Mimi,  924-1543. 

12  monday 

Cambridge  —  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s 

Network  introductory  meeting.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.,  Central  Sq. 
7:30PM.  Info:  731-1399. 

Boston  —  Meeting  of  the  Ionian  Society,  a 
group  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  of  Greek 
heritage.  7:30PM.  Info:  Jody,  423-0861. 

13tuesday 

Cambridge  —  “Coming  Out  After  35,”  a 
discussion  for  women.  Daughters  of  Bilitis, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church.  8PM.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

14  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Boycott  Coors  Task  Force 

organizing  meeting.  Hotel  and  Restaurant 
Workers  Union,  58  Berkeley  St.  7PM. 
Union  reps,  political  groups,  and  in¬ 
dividuals  welcdme.  Info:  423-3335. 

15  thursday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  production  night  when  ar¬ 
ticles  are  proofread  and  pasted  up.  Join  the 
fun;  read  tomorrow’s  news  today.  5-8PM 
for  proofing,  7:30-midnight  for  lay-out.  167 
Tremont  St.  (near  Park  and  Boylston  “T”) 
GCN:  426-4469. 

Boston  -  Lesbian  &  Gay  Community 
Networking  Breakfast.  8AM  at  the  Club 
Cafe, '290  Columbus  Ave.  at  Berkelev. 
Presentation  by  City  Councilor  David  Scondras. 

Boston  —  “Beyond  Therapy,”  a  comedy  by 
Christopher  Durang.  949  Commonwealth 
Ave.  8PM.  $6/$4  students  and  senior 
citizenss.  Continues  through  8/31.  Wheel¬ 
chair  accessible.  Info:  424-1984. 


George  Fulginiti-Shakar,  August  24 


Dorchester  —  Dorchester  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Alliance  (GALA)  monthly  meeting.  Codman 
Square  Public  Library.  7PM.  Info:  Ed 
288-4367  or  Diane,  288-9155. 

Cambridge  —  Mirror-Images,  Stories  of 
Moslem  Women..  Alley  Theater,  1253  Cam¬ 
bridge  St.  8PM.  $10.  Continues  through 
9/14.  Info:  491-8166  or  731-9153. 

Haverhill  —  GALLYNS,  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Liberated  Youth  of  the  North  Shore.  For 
people  22  and  under.  Info:  Larry,  373-7618 
or  write:  P.0.  Box  1803,  Haverhill  01830. 

16  friday 

Boston  -  GCN’s  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT: 

come  help  send  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments  &  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.  (near 
Park  and  Boylston  “T”)  To  be  let  in,  buzz 
GCN’s  intercom  outside  the  street  en¬ 
trance.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Reading  Group: 

Thendara  House  by  Marion  Zimmer  Bradley. 
Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  8PM.  $1.  All 
women  welcome.  Info:  661-3633. 

Ashland  —  Tri-County  Association  toga  and 
pool  party  at  Phil  &  Jeff’s.  Info:  655-4268. 

Boston  —  Something  About  the  Women 
presents,  “Dauguerreotypes:  Portraits  of 
Wimmin  in  Work  from  1900-1950.”  WMFO 
91.5  FM.  11AM. 


17  Saturday 


Allston  —  Michael  Malone:  contemporary 
classical  guitar  music  to  benefit  Let 
Nicaragua  Live.  Club  Pub,  Boston  Food 
Coop,  449  Cambridge  St.  8PM.  $3.  Info: 
787-0849. 

Boston  —  Lily  Tomlin  in  performance.  Wilbur 
Theater,  426  Tremont.  8PM.  Also  Monday 
8/19-9/7.  Box  office  opens  8/12.  $5-$25. 
Info:  423-4008. 

Brookline  —  Red  Hearts  monthly  potluck  for 
leftward-leaning  gay  men.  7-9PM.  Info: 
547-5166. 

New  Hampshire  —  Bike  the  White  Moun¬ 
tains,  sponsored  by  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Two- 
day  trip.  Info:  Jack,  481-9513  or  John, 
864-0863. 

Gloucester  —  D.O.B.  Annual  Picnic  at 

Jane’s.  1PM.  All  women  invited.  Bring  food, 
swimsuits,  toys;  grills  provided.  Info: 
661-3633. 

18  Sunday 

Boston  —  Boat  trip  to  George’s  Island  with 
Am  Tikva.  Picnic.  $3  for  ferry.  Info: 
782-8894. 

Norwell,  MA  —  North  River  Flatwater 
Canoeing  with  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Swim¬ 
ming  and  picnic.  Canoe  rental,  $10.  Info: 
Wayne,  536-3495. 

New  Hampshire  —  Roaring  Brook/Lone¬ 
some  Lake  Day-Hike,  sponsored  by  Chiltern 
Mt.  Club.  Into:  Bob,  282-9192. 

Boston  —  “Gay  Boston,”  a  monthly  gay  & 
lesbian  television  magazine.  Channel  A3. 
6PM.  Repeat  broadcast,  August  15;  7PM. 


Marcia  Taylor,  August  24 


Ipswich  —  Ionian  Society,  a  group  for  les¬ 
bians  &  gay  men  of  Greek  heritage,  day  trip 
to  the  Grecian  Festival. Info:  Stephanie, 
357-5774. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Disabled  lesbian  potluck 
and  discussion  group.  2PM.  Wheelchair 
•accessible.  Info:  524-1142. 

Brookline  —  Brookline/Brighton/Allston 
Neighborhood  Gays  &  Lesbians  picnic 
barbecue.  Christian  Herter  Park,  Soldiers 
Field  Rd.  (opposite  the  Ramada  Inn). 
11:30AM.  Bring  food  to  share.  Info:  Ross, 
787-3775. 

19  monday 

Boston  —  Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Political 
Alliance  Candidates  Night:  at-large  can¬ 
didates  for  city  council  and  school  commit¬ 
tee.  Harriet  Tubman  House.  7PM. 


20  tuesday 


Boston  —  Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Political 
Alliance  Candidates  Night:  district  can¬ 
didates  for  city  council  and  school  commit¬ 
tee.  Old  South  Church,  Gordon  Chapel. 
7PM. 

21  Wednesday 

Concord  —  After-work  Birdwatching  with 
Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Leave  Cambridge 
5:45PM.  Info:  Peter,  623-5368. 

24  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Cabaret  and  boogie  benefit 
for  Gay/Lesbian  Defense  Committee. 
George  Fulginiti-Shakar,  Susan  Abod,  Tom 
Wilson-Weinberg,  Marcia  Taylor,  and  Buffy 
Berg.  Cabaret,  8PM.  Dance,  9:30PM.  $3 
each,  $5  for  both.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church.  Info:  661-0974. 

Boston  —  New  England  Women’s  Sports 

Connection’s  Softball  Tournament. 
Esplanade.  9AM  (All  day).  For  individuals, 
teams  &  spectators.  Registration: 
576-6788. 

Boston  —  Provincetown  Boat  Trip  with  the 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Boston. 
Commonwealth  Pier.  9AM-6:30PM.  $18. 

Dorchester  —  Dorchester  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Alliance  Summer  Barbecue.  4PM.  Info:  Ed, 
288-4367  or  Diane,  288-9155. 

25  Sunday  - 

Upstate  New  York  —  Northeast  Fairie 
gathering  for  gay  men.  Continues  all  week 
long.  Info:  Bruce  Goldstein,  507  Columbus 
Ave.,  No.  4,  Boston  02118. 

Cambridge  —  Bi-bicycling  with  the  Boston 
Bisexual  Women’s  Network.  Meet  at  Out  of 
Town  Newstand,  Harvard  Square. 
10:30AM.  Bike  to  Walden  Pond.  Info: 
731-1399. 

Cambridge  —  Cambridge  Neighborhood 
G.A.L.A.  Potluck  Supper.  6PM.  All 
residents  and  friends  from  Cambridge  are 
invited.  Info:  Robin  &  Laura,  354-6237. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian/Gay  Neighbors 
Potluck  Picnic.  Jamaica  Pond,  Moraine  St., 
entrance  by  ODT  sign.  Bring  food  to  share 
plus  nonalcoholic  beverage.  Rain  location: 
First  Church  Hall,  Eliot  &  Centre  Sts.  Info: 
522-3894  or  522-6690. 


note  this! 

Angel.  Directed  by  Georgel 
Katakouzinos.  With  Michael  Maniatis, 
Dionyssis  Xanthos,  Katerina  Helmi.  At  \ 
the.Sack  Copley. 

Angel,  the  first  Greek  movie  to  deal 
with  homosexuality,  is  a  stunning, 
brutally  realistic  look  at  gay  life.  On  one 
level  it  is  the  tragic  story  of  a  young  gay 
man  who  meets  up  with  a  piece  of 
rough  trade,  falls  in  love,  gets  con¬ 
vinced  to  become  a  drag  hustler,  and 
ultimately  feels  his  life  and  relation¬ 
ships  slipping  away  from  him.  But 
Angel  is  more  than  the  story  of  a  gay 
boy  gone  down  the  tubes.  Beautifully 
filmed  and  acted,  Angel  elicits  uncom¬ 
fortable  and  painful  responses.  It  has 
the  power  of  a  Greek  tragedy,  the  in¬ 
sight  of  an  astute  political  fable,  and 
the  emotional  grip  that  is  the  mark  of  a 
great  film. 

—  Michael  Bronski 

Vinegar  T om  by  Caryl  Church il land 
Porch  by  Jeffrey  Sweet.  Produced  by 
Theatricide  at  the  Alley  Theatre,  Cam¬ 
bridge. 

Theatricide,  whose  name  is  intended 
to  imply  a  “theatre  of  challenge,”  ful¬ 
filled  that  name  in  one  of  two  recent 
one-acts  at  the  Alley  Theatre. 

In  Vinegar  Tom,  as  in  her  other  work 
(Top  Girls,  Cloud  Nine),  playwright 
Caryl  Churchill  makes  us  aware  of 
some  of  our  sexual  demons  lurking 
beneath  the  surface.  Set  during  the 
medieval  witch-burnings,  the  story  has 
many  correlations  with  contemporary 
events,  especially  life  under  the 
Reagan  regime,  in  a  subliminal  and 
subtle  fashion.  “Anytime  I’m  happy,” 
complains  poverty-stricken,  “loose” 
Alice,  “someone  says  it’s  a  sin.”  Col¬ 
ette  Corry  gives  a  deep,  resonant  per¬ 
formance  as  Alice.  Later  another 
character,  a  recalcitrant  daughter  who 
refuses  to  marry,  echoes  Alice  as  she  is 
“treated”  by  a  doctor  in  a  scene 
reminiscent  of  electroshock  for  modern 
nonconformists,  “I’m  bad  because  I’m 
happy....” 

Lila  Mirochin  is  a  marvelous  Joan, 
Alice’s  mother,  masterfully  drawn  as 
the  medieval  equivalent  of  a  street  per¬ 
son,  cadging  favors  and  flinging  back 
a  whiny  rebelliousness  in  the  face  of 
refusal.  In  another  chilling  scene,  an 
aspiring-to-be-middle-class  couple  who 
have  blamed  themselves  for  their  mis¬ 
fortunes  realize  that  perhaps  they  are 
not  being  punished  by  God,  but  harrow¬ 
ed  by  the  devil:  they  can  blame  a  witch. 
A  voluptuous  shiver  overtakes  them  as 
they  recount  the  tortures  the  accused 
Joan  will  suffer.  “Goody,”  the  torturer’s 
assistant,  could  be  any  of  the  right- 
wing  women  who  have  found  a  role  out¬ 
side  the  home  in  the  anti-choice  move¬ 
ment,  observing,  "It’s  better  than  being 
just  a  good  wife.” 

Chris  Arnott’s  staging  is  dynamic 
and  inventive,  and  the  production  as  a 
whole  is  compelling.  I  question  the  cut¬ 
ting  of  some  songs  from  the  text, 
wondering  whether  some  of  Churchill’s 
intended  explicit  emphases  have  been 
weakened.  An  excerpt  reads,  “Find 
something  to  burn./Let  it  go  up  in 
smoke. /Burn  your  troubles 
away./Sometimes  it’s  witches,  or  what 
will  you  choose?/Sometimes  it’s 
lunatics,  shut  them  away./lt’s  blacks 
and  it’s  women  and  often  it’s  Jews....” 

Vinegar  Tom  and  the  second  play  of 
the  evening,  Jeffrey  Sweet’s  Porch,  are 
said  to  be  linked  by  a  “slight  common 
feminist  theme.”  A  dated,  dreary  piece 
of  humanist  moralism  beset  with 
wooden  dialogue,  Porch  is  neither 
feminist  nor  provocative.  “Slight,”  it  is. 
As  one  of  the  characters  asks,  “What  is 
the  Point?” 

—  Mara  Math 


Calendar  compiled  by  Miranda  Kolbe 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


-A  Benefit  for  the  Aids  Action  Committee 


"The  Search 
for  Signs  of 
Intelligent 
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Thursday,  Sept.  5,  8  pm 
Wilbur  Theatre,  246  Tremont  St.,  Boston 

Tickets  $37.50  Reserved  Seating 

Party  immediately  following  at  the  Wang  Center  lobby 

Entertainment  by: 

Spice  is  Nice 

with  Patti  O'Keefe  and  Richard  Demone 


Please  reserve  _ 


From  L.A. 

Hal  &  David 

,  Sharon  Me  Knight 

and  surprise  guests 

Tickets  available  at  the  following  locations: 

Glad  Day  Book  Store  Box  Office  Video 

43  Winter  St.,  Boston  *  160  Newbury  St.,  Boston 

Bostix  >  Aids  Action  Committee 

Fanuiel  Hall  Market  Place  16  Haviland  St.,  Boston 

,  (no  phone  orders,  please) 

ORDER  FORM 

_ seats  at  $37.50  each  for  Lily  Tomlin  Show  and  Party. 


■  ‘ »  : 

. 


Name . 


Address 
City  _ 


State 


Zip 


Make  checks  payable  to: 

Aids  Action  Committee 
1 6  Haviland  St. 

Boston  MA02115 


Phone 
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